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The Citizens of London. 


Gentlemen, 8 


T may, to the Glory of you and your © 
|. Anceſtors, be remarked, that you ere 
always the firſt zo affear againſt any 
Meaſures that ſeemed. to threaten Des 
ſtruction to rhe Liberties of your Corn- 
try; therefore it is no Wonder that 
| you appeared ſo early and lo ſtrenuouſly againſt the 
late Bill, by which ſo many T houſands were to have 
been made the Slaves of every future Admini ration: 
For this Reaſon, I ſhall always be proud of your Pa- 
tronage. But I have another Reaſon for applying - 
myſelf in particular zo you: T he following Sheers wi 
ſhew you how dangerous it ig to add to the Power of 
the Crown; but as would adviſe you to be aware 
of thoſe who are for increaſing the Power 9f 7he Crown, _ 
Jo IT would adviſe you to be particularly watchful a- 
gainſt all Attempts that may hereafter be made, for 
5 Putting any Reſtraint hο your own Power. | 
; Remember, Gentlemen, there was but a few Years 
age a Law paſjed, by which it is enatted, That no 
„Order, or Ordinance whatſoever, ſhall be made 
or paſſed in the Common Council, without the Aſſent 
of the Mayor and Aldermen preſent, or the major 
Part of them; nor without the Aſſent of the Com- 
mons preſent, or the major Part of them. 


1 


iv o©o DEDICATION. 
JT as at that Time ſurprized to ſee ſuuh a Law 
Paſſed, with ſo little Oppoſition; for your Aldermen 


being but few in Number, and not removable at your 


Pleaſure, or at the End of the Tear, as the other 
Members. of your Common Council. are, it may hap- 
Fen. that the Majority of them may be Men wheſe 
Snti menti may be very different from the Sentiments 


of the Generality of the City of London. Conſider, that 


F in future Times the Court ſhould have ſome favou- 


rite Jobb to carry on in Parliament, ( ſuch as the 
late Exciſe Scheme, for Example's Sake) and were 


afraid of a Petition from the City againſt it, would 
it not be more eaſy for Miniſters of State to manage 


' fo, as to get the Majority of the Court of Aldermen 


againſt petitioning, than it would be to get a Majori- 
ry of the whole Common Council againſt zr. 

If we ſhould be ſo unfortunate, as in any future 
Time to have a Court forming Deſigns againſt the 
Liberties of our Country, it would with them be 4 
great Point gained, if they could but keep. the City of 
London in 4 State of Inaftion; and this they may 
do by gaining over a Majority of the Aldermen, un- 
leſs you have always a Set of Aldermen of as great 
Yorth and Honour as thoſe you Have at preſent : And 


or this Reaſon, I have in this particular Manner 


addreſſed myſelf to you, in order to put you in mind 


of the Law now in being, and to recommend to 1 — 
13 


in all your future Elections of Aldermen, to 


none but Gentlemen of the beſt Characters; Gentle- | 


men who hade good Eſtates left them by Reputable 


Anceſtors, or 2who have got good Effates in an honeſt 


and induſtrious Way of Trade; and ſtnally, Gentlemen 


Aﬀerters of the Liberties of their Country, and pru- 


dentially Jealous of all Miniſters ard Ninifterial 


Projects. 


who have 2 all Occaſions affeared to he ſtrenuous 


THE 
Late Exciſe SHE ME 
Diſlected, c. 


— — 


To the Nobility, the C lergy, the Free hol-· 
ders, the Citizens, and the Burgeſſes of 
Great Britain. 


_—_— 5 


) 
be eſteemed by me, while you continue to 


preſerve thoſe Liberties and Privileges 
PS which have been handed down to you by 

L—> e your Wiſe; and your Brave Anceſtors. The 

A Late Scheme for extending the Laws of 

—- Exciſe, has been juſtly received by you 

with ſo much Indignation, that I ſhould have been ſilent upon 
the Occaſion, if the eaſy Way of letting it drop laſt Seſſion 
of Parliament, and the continued Endeavours of Mercenary 
Scriblers to vindicate that Scheme, had not rais'd in me ter- 
rible Apprehenſions that the _ Deſign will be again = on 
dot, 


_ r UCH you are, and ſuch you ſhall alyays 


2 The late Exciſe Gems 


Foot, if the next Parliament ſhould be found proper for ſuch a 
Purpoſe. 

This muſt alarm every Man who underftands any 'Thing of 
our Happy Conſtitution, and has any Compaſſion towards his 
_Mother-Country. And this, my Countrymen, is the Reaſon 
that I have been at the Pains to diſſect that Scheme, to view 
+ all its Confequences, and to lay them as clearly, as I am 

e, before you; that from thence you may judge of the real 
, * iew's of thoſe who were the Projecors,or the Supporters of 
di; and that you may ſee how cautious you ought to be in your 

Hext Choice of the Perſon with whom you are to entruſt your 
Liberties, your Properties, and every Thing that's dear to 
you, for ſeven long Years, unleſs the Time be happily ſhort- 
ned by ſome Law to be paſſed in the next Seſſion of Parlias 
ment. 

I have a great Eſteem for ſome of thoſe Gentlemen who 
have appeared in Fayour of this Scheme, and would gladly be- 
lieve that they have fill a Regard for Liberty; therefore I 
muſt think that the Scheme has not yet been ſet in that proper 
Light, by which it may be demonſtrated. to be deſtructive of 
our Conſtitution. If I can do this, I am ſure it will be of — 
gular Service to my Country; and alſo to ſome of thoſe who 
have already been too far engaged in ĩt, by preventing their be- 
ing any further embarked in a Project where Succeſs would be 
the greateſt Curſe that could attend them. 

Whoever would conſider a Scheme of this Kind properly, 
ought firſt to form to himſelt an exact Notion of our Conftitu- 
tion, and of the Methods by which it may be overturned : 
And therefore I have made a ſhort introductory Diſcourſe upon 
that Subject; and then I examine the Late Bill tor laying To- 
dacco under an Exciſe, Paragraph by Paragraph, that my Rea- 
ders may from thence ſee how our Conſtitution would have 
been affected by that Bull, it it had paſſed into'a"Law.' 

The Happineſs of our Conſtitution (when preſerved in its 
full Vigour) is ſo evident, and ſo univerſally acknowledged, 
that I need not much enlarge upon it. The Legiſlative Power 
is veſted in our King, Lords, and Commons. The Executive 
Power almoſt /s/ely in the King, the Officers appointed by him, 
and their Deputies and Subſtitutes; but then this Executive 
Power is not abſolute and arbitrary ; this Power muſt be exe- 
cuted by the King, and all thoſe under him, according to the 
Laws of the Land; and if any of the Gfficers tranſgreſs there- 
in, they are to be puniſbed according io thoſe Methods wiſe 
ly laid down, and n eftabliſhed by out Anceſtors,” 1 
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In- 


Di ſected, &c. 
Thoſe who were from Time to Time the Framers of out 
Conſtitution moſt prudently foreſaw, that it would ill ſuit 
with the Diguity and Majeſty of a King, to be obliged 
to anſwer for his Actions before a Court of Judicature; 
and therefore it was ſo ordered, that the King cannot in any 


' Caſe of Importance (except in the Field of Battle) act by 


himſelf alone: His Orders are in moſt Caſes inſufficient, 
unleſs they paſs the Seals, or be counter-{igned by the Offi 
cers appointed for that Purpoſe : And if thoſe Officers 
put the Seals to, or counter- gn any Orders. or Ordinances 
which are contrary to Law, the King ftands acquitted in the 
Eye of the Law, but the Officers, be they how great ſoever 
ſhall anſwer for the Mildemeanor. | 
Let us but take a View of all the Branches of our Go- 
vernment, and we ſhall find this to be the Caſe as to every 
one: In Matters of Civil Power, in all Matters of Juriſ- 
diction, or which relate to the Diftribution of Juſtice, the 
King in Perſon neither Tries, judges, Condemns, nor 
Acquits: It is by his Judges His Majeſty diſtributes Ju- 
ſtice to his Subjects, according to the ſtanding and known 
Laws of the Realm; and if any of thoſe Judges, from 
the Higheſt to the Loweſt, misbehaves in his Office, he 
may be tried in ſome Court of Law, or he muſt anſwer 
for it before the High and Supreme Court of Parlia- 
ment. | 
As to all Matters relating to the Diſpoſal of the publick 
Revenue, no ſign d Manual of the King's can warrant the 
iſſuing of any Publick Money, till it paſſes the reſpective Of- 
fices, except as to what is appropriated to the King's proper 
and private Uſe; and every one of theſe Officers has a Power 
to refuſe paſſing the King's Order, and muſt be anfirerable 
to Parliament, it they paſs any Order contrary to Law. | 
As to our Military Power, it formerly conſiſted in our 
Military Tenures: While it conſiſted in theſe, it would 
be eaſy to ſhew, that it was impoſſible for any of our 
Kings to wſurp a Deſpotick Sway. The King, tis true, 
had the Chief Command, but the whole Army was ab 
ways under the /nfluence of the Nobles or Barons of the 
Kingdom; and an Army under ſuch an Influence will 
never give up their Libertie to the Arbitrary Will of any 
one Man : For no Army, either of Militia or Regular For- 
ces, can ever be dangerous to Liberty, but that in which the 
Power and Influence of every Man depends only upon the 
Commiſſion he bears, and the Commiſſion every Man bears, 


depends entirely upon the ſole Will and Pleaſure of the Chief 
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Commander : Such an Army muſt indeed always introduce 
Slavery in every Country where they are eſtabliſhed, if the 
Chief Commander has but common Prudence, and Wicked- 
neſs enough to make a wrong Uſe of that Power which Fools 
have put intohis Hands. Of this the Behayiour of our Army 
under Oliver Cromwell is a moſt convincing Proof: That 
Army which was raiſed in Defence of Liberty, that Army 
which was at firſt commanded by the greateſt Patrons of 
Liberty in the Kingdom, came no ſooner to be entirely under 
the Influence of their Chief Commander, than they ſacrifi- 
ced to him thoſe Libertie which they had before ſo brave- 
Iy defended, and enabled him to ſet up one of the moſt 
abſolute Tyrannies that ever was eſtahliſned in any Coun» 
uy. | 

luſtead of this ancient Sort of Military Power, which con- 
fiſted in our Military Tenures, that which we now call the 
Militia was afterwards ſubſtituted ; which indeed was at firft 
put upon ſuch a Footing, as might have been of dangerous 
Conſequence to our Conſtitution: But (thank God) we got 
free of that Danger, as well as a great many others, by the 
late happy Revolution ; and as long as that Sort of Military 
Power is preſerved upon the Footing it was then put, it can- 
not be of dangerous Conſequence, becauſe it depends upon 
our Parliaments. His Majeſty has, 'tis true, the Power of 
naming the Officers; but thoſe Officers (as ſeems to have 
been admitted ever ſince the Revolution) can neither mu- 
ſter, nor draw out the Militia to Service, without an Act of 
Parliament for that Purpoſe; and if any Officer of the Mi- 
litia, though named by the King, ſhould exert that Autho- 
rity without ſuch Act, he would certainly ſuffer for it by 
an Jmpeacbment in Parliament: The King's expreſs 
_ though in Writing, would be no Excuſe for 


And, laſtly, As to our Naval Power, the Commanders of 
our Fleets, and cf our Ships of War, when ſingly ſent out 
on any Station, muſt obey no Orders, nor follow any Inſtru- 
Qtions, but thoſe that are ſent to them from the Admiralty- 
Board; and if any Orders or Inſtructions ſhould be ſent from 
that Board which the Parliament ſhould judge to be contrary 
to Law, or contrary to the Intereſt of the Nation, the Lord 
High Admiral, or the Commiſſioners of the Admiralty for 
the Time being, would certainly ſuffer for it by a Proſecu- 
tion in Parliament. 

As to all Deputies, Subſtitutes, and Officers of a low 
Degree, they may be remoyed by their Principals, a 
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they may be removed and puniſhed by a Trial at common 
Law, before our ordinary Courts of Juſtice, if they miſ- 
behave in their Offices, or endeayour to oppreſs thoſe 
ſubject by Law to their Power or Juri ſdiction. But as 
to the Judges of our Superior Courts, and the Great 
Officers of State, it was not to be ſuppoſed, chat our or- 
dinary Courts of Law would be ſufficient to hold them 
to their Duty, or in all Caſes to prevent their making 
an improper Uſe of the Power with which they were in- 
veſted ; and therefore it is wiſely provided by our moſt 
excellent Conſtitution, that ſuch Judges and Great Officers, 
who, though Criminal, have had Cunning enough to evade 
the Law, ſhall be liable to an/wer in Parliament for their 
Conduct, either by Means of an Impeachment, or by 
Means of a Bill of Pains and Penalties. 

By the ancient Method of Impeachment, the Houſe of 
Commons, that Great Inquiſition for the People, became 
the mighty Proſecutors, and the Houſe of Lords, the Nobles 
of the Realm in Parliament aſſembled, became the juſt and 
the ſevere Judges of the Guilty. The firſt have always been 
a Terror to the greateſt, to the moſt cunning Criminals ; and 
the laſt have ſometimes, by their uſual Prudence, modera- 
ted that Heat, which in all numerous Aſſemblies is apt to 
become too Violent. 

Power is an Evil which Mankind, by the Wickedneſs of 
their Nature, are neceſſarily obliged to ſubmit to; all Men 
are obliged to ſubmit to Civil Power, becauſe ſome Men 
are wicked and unjuſt; but in all wife Governments, it has 
been the conſtant Mazim, to lay as many Reſtraints on 
Power, as are conſiſtent with the Exerciſe of it. By this 
Proſecution in Parliament, the Diſpenſers of Power in this 
Nation are reſtrained ; our Minifters of State, our Judges, 
our Great Officers, and all in Subordination to them, have 
thereby been hitherto kept in Aue. or have been puniſhed 
when they iranſgreſſgf. And this muſt always be the Caſe, 
as long as the Houſe of Commons continues to be bold and 
unbyaſſed Proſecutors for the People, and the Houſe of 
Lords to be impartial and uncorrupted Judges between the 
People and the Perſons accuſed. 

As long then as our preſent Conſtitution continues in iis 
Full Figour, we may expect, that if any Favourite gives 
wicked Counſe} to his Sovereign, if any Minifter be- 
trays the Common-wealth, if any Officer, Military or 
Naval, ſhall act contrary to Law, or to the Intereft of 
the Nation; if any Fingerer of the Publick Mouey con- 

verts 
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vert it to his own; or to a wrong Ule ; if any Judge 
ſhall partially adminifter Juſtice, or determine at any 
Time in Fayour of thoſe who pay him beſt ; if any Off. 
cer ſhall oppre ſ thoſe whom he is appointed to protect; 
or if any little Knaye in Office ſhall ſqueeze unjuſt Per- 
quiſites from thoſe who are obliged to apply to him; we 
may expect, I ſay, that all ſuch will, upon the firſt Diſco- 
very, meet with condign Puniſhmeat :{ No ſuch Criminal 
can ſcreen himſelf behind the Throne, nor can he be pro- 
. tefted even by Royal Power, if ever it ſhould happen to be 
ſo miſapply'd.” = Eg 
(On the contrary, if we ſhould ever ſwerve into an Arbi- 
trary Governmenthinder the Chat of our Conſtitution, or 
otherwiſe, our ancient Parliamentary Check will then ſignify 
nothing againſt thoſe in high Favour at Court; we ſhall 
either have no Parliaments, or ſuch Parliaments as will 
Aways approve of the Meafures of thoſe upon whom they 
depend; and then all ſuch Criminals will paſs unpuniſbed, 
or if puniſhed by their happening to fall info Diſgrace at 
Court, they will - be ſucceeded by as bad. The few 
Baſbaw will tread in the Steps of the old one ; and he 
will go on, and proſper in his Wickedneſs, till he has 
ſqueezed as much Money from the untortunate People, as 
may make him fall a Sacrifice to ſom? Baſbaw of a ſuperior 


Degree. 

Then wilt the Flood Gates of Tyranny be opened, and all 
the Evils of an abſolute Government will ruſh in upon us, 
like a mighty Torrent: Our Prince may probably then hear 
of nothing but Schemes for opprefing the People, and En- 
riching his Favourites J Our Country will be betrayed” to 
its Enemies for foreign Gold; our Publick Treaſure will be 

Junk into the Pockets of our Treaſurers; and of Conſe- 
quence our People will be expoſed to the Depredations and 
Inſulte of their Enemies Abroad, and to the Oppreſſions 
and Exattions of their Magiſtrates at Home: No Man 
who has a Suit at Law can then depend upon the Juſtice 

of his Cauſe, but upon the Recommendation he gets from 
ſome Favourite at Court, or the Preſent he is able to make 
to the Judge; and this Misfortune will not not be confin d to 
Superior Courts, or to great Cauſes only; from a"Mutldy 
Spring no clear Stream can proceed; evety little Juſtice of 
Peace will expect à Fee, even a Conſtable will execute his 
Office according as he is paid; and no Man can expect to be 
3 if his Adyerſary has more Money, of more Favour 


Theſe, 


-- Diſefed, &. 

Theſe, my Countrymen, muſt be the fatal C 
ces, if wWe ſhould ever be fo fooliſh as to ſell or gi If 
our Liberties, or ſo cowardly as to allow' them to be'r 
ſhed from us; therefore it behoyes every Man of com- 
mon Senſe to do all that he can to preſerve them ; and 
che beſt Way to learn how to preſerve them, is to en- 
deavour to diſcover all thoſe Ways by which. they may be 
loſt. 100 

In this Nation there can be but two Ways of eſtabliſhing 
an abſolute Monarchy; ; and that is, by our King's being able 
to govern without any Parliament, or by his being able to 
bave always a Parliament that will do whatever be de. 
fires; The firſt has been often attempted, but is the leaſt 
dangerous: The laft, no King of this Nation was ever yet 
in a Condition ſo much as to attempt. But if ever any of 
our future Kings ſhould happen to be in a Condition to at- 
tempt it, he will be a Prince of moſt uncommon Virtues, if he, 
or his Miniſters for him, do not form the Deſign ; and ſuch” 
a Deſign would be moſt dangerous to our Liberties, be- 
cauſe it might be brought about, and firmly eſtabliſhed, | be- 
fore we could be well ſenſible of our Danger. 

Theſe two Caſes I ſhall beg Leave to examine; and 1 
ſhall endeayour to point out thoſe Means by which eithet 
the one or the other may be brought to bear, before 1 
enter upon the particular Examination of the late Exciſe 
Scheme. | 

The Conſtitution of this Country, as well as of every 
other Country, has undergone ſeveral Alterations as to ſome 
particular Forms ; but in the Main, we may fay that it has 
always been a limited Monarchy ; and by the late moſt 
glorious and happy Revolution, the Prerogatizes of the. 
Crown and the Privileges of the People were in moſt 
Caſes clearly aſcertained, and fully eſtabliſhed : All thoſe 
Evils which had before been felt were then conſidered and 
provided againſt in the beſt Manner poſlible ; but Fer we rol 

- 


ſtil] to be upon our Guard; for new Evils may. ar 
new Dangers may be diſcovered ; and thoſe we ate to 
provide againſt as ſoon as they can be foreſeen. As our © 
Government is founded upon Liberty, every Thing that 
may be of dangerous Conſequence to Liberty ought to be 
removed as ſoon as diſcovered ; any Ancient Lau, Fre- 
rogative, or Uſage, to the contrary notwithſtanding. muſe 
Before the Revolution our Kings had often attempted , 
to eſtabliſh Arbitrary Potter, by governing without Parlia- - 
ments ; For this End they ſaw that two Things were ne- 


ceſlary, 


'$ The late Exciſe Scheme 
ceſſary, viz. To have a Revenue ſufficient to defray the 
Expences of Government without the Aid of Parliaments 3 
and to have a Power ſufficient to ſupport them againſt the 
Fuſt Reſentments of an injured People. The Foundations 
for the eftabliſhing of both were never before ſo deeply laid; 
as they were in the Honey-Moon of the Reſtoration : They 
were then deeply laid; but they were ſo much improved 
upon the joyful Acceſſion of the next Succeſſor, that he 
ſoon began to build the terrible Fabrick; and if he had 


gone on with any ſort of Deliberation, if he had but allow- 
ed the Walls to ſettle and grow firm before he had at- 


tempted to lay on the weighty Roof, the Liberties of the 


People would have been irrecoverably loſt, and this Na- 
tion would now have been groaning under S${avery and Ar- 


bitrary Power. 1 

To explain and make good what I have ſaid, we muſt take 
notice, that as our Kings have no Crown-Lands, or here- 
ditary Revenue, ſufficient to ſupport their Dignity or Go- 
vernment, they muſt therefore have Recourſe to Taxes to 
be raiſed upon the People; and in order that our Kings 
may be obliged frequently to call Parliaments, it has been 
eſtabliſned as one of the chief Corner-Stones of our Conſti- 
tution, that no Tax can be levyed upon the People without 
Conſent of Parliament. This is a Privilege which the Peo- 
ple have always enjoyed; and every wife Parliament there- 
fore carefully avoided granting more than was ab/olutely ne- 
ceſſary for the preſent Exigency, on Purpoſe that the King 
might be obliged to call a new Parliament, in order to raiſe 
Money for the next Emergency, But that Loyal Parlia- 
ment which called home King Charles II, eſtabliſhed the Sub- 
fidy of Tonnage and Poundage, and granted it to him for 
Life ; and in order to get free of the Court of Wards and 
Liveries, (which they might have dune at a much leſs Ex- 
pence) they ſettled another Tax upon that King, his Heirs, 
and Succeſſors for ever; and being thus once got into a Strain 
of loading Poſterity, and ſettling perpetual Revenues, they 
ſoon. after impoſed that 'Tax called Hearth-Money, and 
granted it alſo to that King and his Succeſſors for e- 
ver. Thus was there a new Precedent made for eſta- 
bliſhing a large Parliamentary Revenue to continue 2 
Part for ever, and the other Part for the Liſe of the reign- 
ing King. 


This Precedent was ſo much improved in that and 
the next Reign, that King James Il. tonnd himſelf pro- 


vided 
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vided for Life, or for a long Term of Years, with a Par. 
liamentary Revenue, ſufficient not only to fupport his 
Dignity and Government, but to maintain a ftanding Ar- 
my of Thirty thouſand Men, without any new Aſſiſtance 
of Parliament; and therefore he ſeems plainly to have re- 
ſolyed upon laying aſide all 'Thowghts of calling any Par- 
liament while he ſat upon the Throne. And if ever any 
future King ſhould be provided with ſuch a Revenue; 
we may conclude that his Behaviour would be the fame; 
if his Parliaments ſhould happen to prove troubleſome to 
his Miniſters and Favourites. For which Reaſon we 
ought carefully to avoid all thoſe Projects which may tend 
towards ſettling a great Parliamentary Revenue upon 
any future King for bis Life, ot even for any Number 
of Years. ; | e ws 

The other Foundation that was laid immediately after. 
the Reftoration was, thoſe famous Acts of the 13th of 
Charles 11, Cap. 6. and 13th and i4th of Charles II. 
Cap. 3. in which the Royal Prerogative is carried to ſo 
great a Height with Reſpect to the Militia. 'Tho' a Re- 
venue had been ſettled upon that King for bis Life, which 
was perhaps ſufficient to ſupport his Civil Government, yet 
it was not ſufficient to ſupport any warlike Force ; and 
therefore theſe Acts were obtained, by which there is gran- 
ted to him a Power not only of naming and removing the 
Officers of the Militia at Pleaſure; but of atming, array- 
ing, drawing out, conducting, and employing them as be 
pleaſed; and alſo of railing Money for that End upon the 
Subject without Conſent of Parliament. By theſe extenſive 
Powers the King was provided with a military Force; 
which, by good Management and proper Officers, would 
have been able to have ſupported his Government, tho” 
he had never called another Parliament; more eſpecially 
if he had bent all his Thoughts towards the ſubduing of 
his People at Home, and had reſolved to ſubmit tamely 
to the /nſults and Depredations of Foreigners, rather 
than by making juſt Repriſals, to have provoked them 
to diſturb him in Domeſtick Deſigns againft the Ziberties 
of bis People. _ | 3 

But his Succeſſor being determined to invade both out 
Religious and Civil Rights, foreſaw that even this Power 
would not be ſufficient ; or perhaps, that it could not eaſi- 
ly be made obedient to his Commands ; therefore, by 
the Aſſiſtance of his Parliamentary Revenue he raiſed 
and kept up a numerous ſtanding Army of regular Troops; 
and if had converted his Army to Popery, before he began 

CG to 
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to convert the Nation, his Army would have implicitely 
obeyed his Commands, although there was then in Being 
no Act for puniſhing Mutiny and Deſertion, or for efta- 
bliſhing a Martial Law in this Kingdom. E 
Thheſe two Foundation-Stones of arbitrary Power, were 
in Part removed by the happy Revolution; but the Ad- 
miniſtration under King James II. had been guilty of ſo 
many direct Attempts upon the Religion of this Country, 
that theſe Incroachments upon our Civil Rights were not 
taken Notice of, or ſo fully removed as they ought to have 
been. However, we find that one of thoſe many Taxes 
which had been granted to King Charles and King Fames 
for ever, for Life, or for a long Term of Years, was im- 
mediately aboliſhed ; and the others, notwithſtanding all 
that King William had done for us, and the heavy War 
we were then engaged in, were at firſt granted to him 
only for a ſbort Term: And as to the Mzlitia, tho' that 


Matter is not fully cleared up by the Declaration of our 


Rights and Liberties, yet from that Time it ſeems to 
have been acknowledged, (notwithſtanding thoſe two moſt 
extraordinary Laws ftand as yet unrepealed ) that the King 
cannot raiſe the Militia of this Kindom without the Con- 
ſent of Parliament; and from that Time, till the End of 
the Reign of Queen Anne, our Parliament were 1 can- 
tious, that they never did grant to the King a Right even 
to raiſe the Militia, but from Year to Year ; ſo that it 
was neceſſary to. have a Parliament every Tear, if it had 
been for nothing elſe but for raiſing the Militia. In- 


deed, in the firſt Year, after his late Majeſty's Acceſſion, 


this Power of raiſing the Militia was at once given to him 
for five Years; in the Ninth of his late Majeſty, the 
ſame Power was revived for ſeven Tears; which late 
Act expired in the Year 1730. So that we have now no 
Law relating to the Militia, but thoſe two by which fa 
great a Power was given to King Charles II. But this we 
need not much regard, ſince we ſeem now to depend more 
upon our ſtanding Army, than upon the Militia of the 
Kingdom. | | 
From what I have ſaid it may appear, that our Kings 
neither ought to have a Revenue ſufficient to defray 
the Expence of the Government, nor a military Force 
ſufficient to ſupport their Government, either againſt 
Invaſions or Inſurrections, without applying to Parlia- 
ment for that End. This was the ſtanding Maxim 
of our Anceſtors, and this ought always to be the Max- 
im of the Parliaments and People of this Nation. If ever 
any 


— 


Se eee 


T0 


OE ITE, "COR © D NEE PAS 5 


„ tk 9 


3 _— 


Diſſedted, &. LI, 
any future Parliament ſhould grant to the King either 
the one or the other for à long Term, no ſubſequent Par- 
liament will be neceſſary; I ſay, either the one or the 
other; for a ſufficient Revenue will always procure a./uf- 
ficient military Force; and a /ufficient military Force will 
always be able to raiſe a Reyenue /uffictent both for them- 
ſelves and their Maſter... - be hat ys 

The other Denger to which our Conſtitution lies ex- 
poſed, and which is by, much the greateſt, is that of its 
being in the Power of the King to have alway, a Parlia- 
ment that will do as they are bid. As have already ob- 
ſerved, there never was yet 2 King in this Nation who 
could, with any View of Succeſs, lay down to himſelf 
ſuch a Scheme, becauſe no King has yet had Money, or 
Places and, Preferments, or Pains and Penalties at his 
Diſpaſal ſufficient, for encouraging ſuch an Attempt; But 
ſince the Reſtoration, the /eitled Revenues of the Crown 
are prodigiouſly eacreaſed ; and the Places and Prefer- 
ments, and Pain and Penalties, which are at the ſole 
Diſpoſal of the Crown, are vaſtly muliiplyed and extend- 
ed; ſo that it is much to be feared, that if any Addition 
ſnould be made, ſome future King may thereby be en- 
abled to influence almoſt every County, City, and Borough, 
in ſuch a Manner, that no Man will be able to get him- 
ſelf elected a Member af Parliament in Oppaſition to the 
Ge Intereſt: „de dens ay 
There may be ſome Men in every Nation, I hope there 
are ſtill in this Nation a great many, Who dare ſpeak, 
vote, and act in all Parts of Life, both publick and pri- 
vate, according to Principle only; but it is well known 
that moſt Men, who have either a Reward to bope for, or 
a Puniſhment to fear, will act according to their Hopes 
or their Fears, without any Reward to Principle or their 
Duty. This, I am ſorry to ſay it, is now, and has ab 
ways been the Nature of Mankind: Even in. the Times 
of the greateſt Liberty moſt Men have had, and they 
always will have a Regard to their own private Intereſt, 
in their voting for Members of Parliament; but 2s long 
as the private Intereſt of the Generality of the Voters 
depends. upon the great and rich Families in the ſeveral 
Counties, Cities, and Boroughs to which. they belong, 
our Liberty will be ſafe; for the Crown, in order 
to ſecure a Majority in the Houſe of Commons, muſt 
always ſirſt ſecure a Majority of the great and rich Fami- 


| (hes of the Kingdom. And this they can never do, but by 
A juſt, prudent, and wife Adminiſtration, The only W. 
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of eſtabliſning an Arbitrary Government, by having al- 
2vays 2 Parliament at their Devotion, is to procure that 
influence to center in the Crown on/y, which was former- 
ly divided among the great Families in England. Then, 
indeed, when the great Families ſee they cannot force 
themſelves into a Parliament, or into the Adminiftration, 
as they formerly did by their Intereſt in their ſeveral 
Countics, they will naturally fall into that Method which 
is practiſed in every abſolute Government ; they will 
think of nothing but of fauming upon thoſe that have 
the good Luck to be the Favourites of their arbitrary 
Monarch. | 

Therefore if ever any King ſhould make an Attempt in 
this Way upon the Liberties of the Nation, he muſt endea- 
your to procure to himſelf ſuch an Influence over all, or 
moſt of the Counties, Cities, and Boroughs in Great Bri- 
zain, as to prevent their chuſing any Man that may be di/- 
agreeable to him : For it he ſhould depend entirely upon 
bringing over the Members after they are returned, he 
might find himſelf miſtaken ; the Party againſt the Court 
might be Men of ſuch Diſtinction in their ſeveral Counties, 
and there might be ſuch a Majority of them againſt the 
Adminiſtration, that tho? they had no Regard to the pub- 
lick Intereſt, yet every one of them might conceive Hope 
of making a greater private Advantage by flicking cloſe to- 
gether, and making a thorough Change in the Admini- 
ftration, than any one of them, or any ſmall Number of 
them, could make by ary Temptation the Court could 
throw in their Way ; and thus, inſtead of the Parliament's 
being under the Influence of the King, the King would 
be under the Influence of every new Parlizment that 
ſhould be choſen.” | EO: 
, Any future King therefore that ſhall aim at making him- 
ſelf abſolute, muſt procure ſuch an fluence as I have 
mentioned: And for this End he muff endeavour to get 
into his Hands the Diſpoſal of as much Money, and as many 
Places ind Preferments, of all Sizes and Dimenſions, as 
he can. Bur becauſe it is impoſſible that the Majority 
of a whole People can be rewarded with Money, or with 
Places and Preferments, therefore his next Endeavour 
muſt be, by all Means to get Penal and enſnaring Laws 
enacted, by which moſt of the People may be rendered 
ſubject to incur great Penalties and Forfeitures ; and 
in the forming 'of ſuch Laws, he muſt take ſpecial Care 

that there hall be, with reſpe& to every Penalty and 
Forfeiture, a diſpenſing Power reſerved to hmſelf. 
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by which he may remit the Whole, or what Part of it 
he pleaſes; and he muſt likewiſe endeavour that the Trials 


for all ſuch Mechanical Crimes ſhall be entirely under bis 


Direction, and under the Ultimate and Arbitrary Deter- 
mination of 1uch Judges as he ſhall pleaſe, from Time to 
Time, to appoint. By a wicked and ambitious King or 
Miniſter this will be the Meaſure laid down; and this he 
will purſue Step by Step, till he has acquired ſuch a Power 
as may enable him to keep the Majority of the People en- 
tirely at bis Beck, either by the Rewards he has to beſtow, 
or the Penalties he may or may not inflict at bis Pleaſure. 
If ever this ſhould happen to be the Caſe, we may ea- 
fly foreſee how all the Elections in England would go: 
Let us but imagine a Gentleman of a Great and an An- 
cient Family in the Country where he lives, and allied 
to moſt of the Illuſtrious Families in the Kingdom; a 
Gentleman revered for his Firtue and publick Spirit, and 
beloved for his good Nature and Hoſpitality ; let us, I ſay, 
imagine ſuch a Gentleman ſetting up to ſerve his Country 
in Parliament, in Oppoſition to a Man whoſe Name per- 
haps had been never heard of there, but ſtrongly recom- 
mended by, and entirely depending upon the Court 
Intereſt. In ſuch a Caſe we may believe, that the Coun- 
try-Gentleman would have what is called the Natural 
Intereſt within his County, the People in general would 
be praying for his Succeſs ; but every Man in particular 
would be engaged to vote againſt bim: He would find 
many of the greateſt Families in the County engaged a- 
gainſt him by Poſts and Penſions in Poſſeſſion or in Ex- 
peRation : Of his own Family he would find perhaps one 
Brother joined againſt him, by reaſon of his being a Co- 
lonel in tbe Army; another, becauſe of his being a Cap- 
tain in the Navy ; and a third, by reaſon of his being in 
Expectation of ſome Place in the Revenue or in the Law: 
One Neighbour would tell him that he could not give him 
his Vote, becauſe he expected ſuch a Poſt for one of his 
Sons; and another would tell him, that he could not appear 
againſt the Court, becauſe it would obſtruct the Prefer - 
ment of his Brother - in-LDaw in the Army. This would 
be the Country-Gentleman's Succeſs among his Relations 
and neighbouring Gentlemen: And among thoſe of an 
inferior Degree it would be the ſame ; many would be 
in ExpeRation of ſome Poſt or Preferment in the Cu- 
ſtoms or Exciſe, either for themſelves, their Sons, their 
Brothers, or their Couſins; and almoſt all thoſe who had 
no ſuch ExpeRation, would be againſt him, becauſe of ſome 
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Information, Proſecution, or Penalty hanging over their 
Heads, for ſome, Breach or Neglect of the many penal 
Laws contrived and enacted for that Purpoſe. Thus the 
Gentleman would find himſelf every way diſappointed ; 
and after him, no Man of a free and generous Spirit 
could hope for Succeſs in that County. 

The only ſucceſiſul Candidates would then be thoſs 
who came with a Recommendation from the Treaſury : 
Our Write for electing Members of Parliament would 
ſoon come to be of the ſame Nature with thoſe famous 
Writs called Conge d'Elires ; and the electing of a Mem- 
ber by the Freeholders, or the Freemen of a City or Bo- 
rough, would become ſuch a Farce as that of the Election 
of a Biſhop by the Chapter of the Cathedral : 'There would 
be a Shew of an Election, but they would always be obli- 
ged to elect the Man recommended to them by tbe Court; 
and. if we may judge from a Parity of Reaſon, it is no 
difficult Matter to determine how /uch Candidates would 
bebave upon their meeting in St. Stephen's Chapel. 

. Qur happy Conſtitution is ſo ſtrongly founded on Li- 
berty, that it would be able to ſtand out for ſame Time 
even, againſt ſuch a Deſign, though carried on with all 
imaginary, Cunning and Dexterity : For ſeveral Years, the 
Adminiſtration would be obliged to bring over to their 
Party by Places, Preferments, and Fenfions, many of 
aur great Families: For a conſiderable Time they would 
find themſelves under a Neceſlity of getting Gentlemen to 
ſer up tor Members upon the Court Intereſt, who had ſome 
Sort of natural Intereſt in the reſpective Counties, Cities, 
and, Boroughs; and during this fatal-Conteft, all fort of 
Merit would be neglected, but that of procuring them a 
few Fotesat Election ?: No Conduct, no Bravery would 
ayail a Man as to his Preferment in the Army or the Na- 
vy; If he could not procure himſelf to be chaſen a Mem- 
ber, or could not at leaſt be very aſſiſting to the Court in 
chufing a Member, he would every Day meet with In. 


Juſtice : No Knowledge, no Application, ao Expertneſs in 


Buſineſs, would be capable of recommending a Man to any 
Poſt or Preferment, if he happened unluckily to ſtand in 
Competition with ſome Dunce who had an Intereſt in a 
Country Borough. By this Sort of Management, dex- 
trouſly carried on for ſome Time, the Court might be able 
by Degrees to get their Power fo much ex/arged, that at 
laſt all fort of Oppoſition would be v ain:; the certain 


2 of Which would be a moſt ſlaviſn Submiſ- 


lion: For the Nature of Mankind is the 6 
eK 1 0 


4 


t Di ſected, r 15 


of other Creatures; we are generally apt to fall upon 
our Knees, and implore the Mercy or the Protection of 
that Power which we think we cannot reſiſt. Then 
would the Royal Power be bor de Tutelage ; the Ad- 
miniſtration would then be above the Neceſſity of Ma- 
nagement or Diſguiſe ; they would openly and avowedly + 
ſend their Inſtruction to the ſeveral Counties, Cities, and 
Boroughs!of the Nation, directing them whom to chule ; 
and the greateſt Fayour, which the beſt and the honeſteſt 
Elector could hope for, would be to have leave to fit at 
home, and refrain from intermeddling in the Electorai 
Farce. oa | 
From that Time we could never expect to fee a 
Haugbty and Rapacious Miniſter pulled down by Par- 
liament from the Zenith of his Power: We could never 
expect to ſee a flattering Favourite torn by Law from 
the Boſom of his deluded Maſter : All the Attainders, Im- 
peachments, and Bills of Pains and Penalties, would then 
be directed againſt thoſe who had the Misfortune of being 
obnoxious to the Prime Miniſter : The moſt diſintereſted 
Patriotiſm would then be called Faction and Rebellion by 
the Reſolutions of both Houſes of Parliament; and no- 
torious publick Frauds and Breaches of Truſt, if commit- 
ted by the Favourites of the Government, would be yot- 
ed to be only a Neglect of Duty, and flurred over with a 
gentle Reprimand. In ſhort, that which is now the 
Glory of England, would then become its greateſt Grie- 
vance : Our Parliaments would then ſerve only to varniſh 
the Crimes of Favourites, and to give a Handle for op- 
preſſing the innocent Subject. 
This Partiality in our Parliaments would ſoon deſcend 
to our Commiſſioners and Judges; and from thence to the 
little Subſtitutes and Deputies of the loweſt Degree: Juſtice 
or Merit would be regarded by no Man; nothing would 
be regarded but the Price to be paid: Through all Stati- 
ons in Life, Inferiors would be oppreſs d, in order to 
bribe Superiors in Power : Even our Chief Admiral, and 
our Chief General, would be obliged to pay Tribute to 
the Prime Miniſter, or to the Chief Sultana ; for the 
raiſing of this Tribute, all Poſts both in the Navy and 
Army would be diſpoſed of by Sale only, and the infe- 
rior Officers would oppreſs and plunder the poor Sailors 
and Soldiers under their reſpective Commands, in order to 
raiſe Money to purchaſe the next Preferment. . 
This would moſt certainly be the State of this Na- 
tion, if ever our Kings ſhould become abſolute, by hav* 
ing 
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ing always a Parliament at their Devetion: And I 
leave it to the Man who ſerves his Country-as a Sailor, I 
leave it to the Man who ſerves his Country as a Soldier, I 
leave it to every Man who has any Regard for the Pro- 
perty he poſſeſſes, or for the Poſterity he is in honour 
obliged to provide for, to judge, whether he ought, for 
any little preſent Hope, or to avoid the greateſt, the moſt 
imminent Danger, agree to any Thing thatomay tend 
towards reducing his Country under ſuch wou Cir- 
cumftances. While our Parliaments continue to have 
a juſt Influence upon our Governours, the Sailor may 
legally demand his Wages, the Soldier may /egally de- 
mand his Pay; every Man has a right to enjoy what 
he can honeftly acquire: But if the Scepe ſhould be 
changed, if ever :our Parliaments ſhould be entirely in- 
fluenced by our Governours, our Government would 
be arbitrary , and under an arbitrary Government there 
is nothing to be got, there can be nothing preſerved 
but by the moſt abject Flattery and Fawning upon 
our Superiors in Power. | 

But above all, I muſt addrefs my ſelf to the Noble, to 
the Great, and the Ancient Families of the Kingdom. 
'The Evil of Arbitrary Power muſt at laſt fall heavy up- 
on all, but upon them it will ſurely fall the firſt : Their 
Families will certainly be the irt Sacrifice. Let them 
but examine the Hiſtory of Rome ; let them examine the 
Hiſtory of every State, which has fallen from Freedom 
into Slavery, and they will there ſee how few of the 
Great Families have long ſurvived the Liberties of their 
Country. To an Arbitrary Monarch a Family- intereſt in 
the Country, a popular Reſpe&t or Efteem, is a certain 
Cauſe of Fealouſy, and a ſufficient Reaſon for a Man's 
being doomed to Deſtruction. Under ſuch a Government 
a Prime Miniſter could never want Witneſſeß to prove 
the Innocent guilty; nor could he want Fudges or Furies 
who would be ready to give Credit to the Teſtimony of 


his perjured WVitneſſes: And if other Means ſhould fail, 


he would always have a certain Reſource in a Bill of Pains 
and penalties : It might not perhaps be in the Power of the 
Law to convict, but it would always be eaſy for the Mem- 
bers of both Houſes to ſay they were convinced. 

Such a State as this, would ſoon render this pleaſant, 
this populous, this fertile INand a Defart ; for what poor 
Man would toil and ſlave, in order to provide for Old 
Age or Infirmity, When it would be every _"_ the 
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Power of an Exciſeman to ſtrip him of all his Poſſeſſions 
by a falſe Information? what Shopkeeper, what 'Tradeſ- 
man, what Man would marry or beget Children, when the 
protecting the Wife of his Boſom, or a beautiful Daughter 
from the brutal Luſt of his Exciſeman, would be the in- 
fallible Means of his utter Deſtruction? What Nobleman 
or Rich Man would build a fine Houſe, or remove an 
Part of his Eſtate, when he knew that ſuch a fine Building, 
or ſuch an Improvement would probably be the Cauſe 
of his Ruin? Some Paraſite at Court might caſt his Eye 
upon it ; and if the ancient Poſſeſſor ſhould refuſe to give 
it up for a ſmall Price, or perhaps for nothing, an Indict 
ment for Treaſon, an Impeachment, or a Bill of Pains and 
Penalties would be the - certain Effet of ſuch Refuſal. 
Theſe my Countrymen, are no Chimeras : This was the 
State of the Roman Empire ſoon after they loſt their Liz 
berties. This is the preſent State of the Turkiſh Empire; 
and by this the once fertile, the once pleaſant and populous 
Plains of the leſſer Aſia are now depopulated, and be- 
come deſolate : Inſtead of being the Seat of Arts and Sci- 
ences, they are become the Seat of Lyons, 'Tygers, and 
Wolves, with a few Men, who are more brutal, and 
more barbarous than they. 

In fine, it would be endleſs to recount al the Misfor- 
tunes which an Arbitrary Government would entail, not 
only upon the People, but upon the Family in Poſſeſſion 
of the Throne. From the Hiſtories of the Roman Em- 
pire, and of the preſent Turkiſh Empire, we may ſee the 
wretched State of the People under ſuch a Government; 
we may ſee the Misfortunes that eyen the Royal Family 
become expoſed to, and the Precariouſneſs of their Poſ. 
ſeſſion of Royal Power : And from thence we may con- 
clude, that no King will ever endeavour to eſtabliſh ſuch 
a Government, unleſs his Ambition gets the better of his 
good Senſe and his Humanity; or that his Capacity, is ſo 
ſmall, or his Indolence ſo great, that he allows himſelf 
to be led by the Noſe by Minifters who generally are for 
making their Maſters Abſolute, that they may under the 
Sanction of his Name plunder the People without Re- 
ſtraint, and with Impunity convert that Plunder to the 
aggrandizing of themſelves and their own Creatures. 

In this Age we are bleſſed with a Sovereign, whoſe Ca- 
pacity, whole Wiſdom, and whoſe Humanity are known 
'$0 the whole World: While he lives, we need be un- 
der no Apprehenſions, -_—_ his Pewer were much 


gore: 
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more extenſiye than it is: We need be under no Fear 


that ever any of his Money will be converted to the Ma- 


5 


nagement of Elections, or to the Corrupting of Mem- 
bers: We are certain that he never will diſiniſ a Man 
from his Service for giving his Opinion openly and free- 
Vin Council, or for voting according to his Conſcience 
iu Parliament: He never will allow any of his Miniſters 
to make uſe of the Places and Preferments he has at his 
Diſpoſal, or the Pains and Penalties he may diſpenſe with, 
for-obliging Men to vote at Elections or in Parliament, 
contrary to the real Sentiments of their Hearts: He knows 
that the Parliament is his Great Council; and that unleſs 
it remains pure and uncorrupted, from thence he can ex- 
ct no boneſt, no ſincere Advice: He knows that it is 
om bis Parliament he muſt leara whether the Mini- 
fters he employs be faithful to him, or. juſt and impartial 
in the Execution of that Power which he delegates to 
chem; and that unleſs the Members of Parliament be 
ſuch as dare give him their Sentiments freely, he can ex- 
pet no true Information. In this we are happy at pre- 
nt; and our Happineſs is redoubled by the View we 
axe of a Succeſſor, who inherits all the great Qualities 
of his Father, and thereby gives us an Aſſurance that our 
Children. will be as happy as our ſelves. 

But, alas! Capacity, Wiſdom, Humanity, and the o- 
ther Princely Virtues they are poſſeſſed of, do not go by In- 
heritance ; we cannot anſwer for Princes yet unborn; and 
therefore we ought to be always upon our Guard. We 
ought never to give a good Prince a Power which a wick- 
ed Prince may make a bad. Uſe of: On the contrary, if 
any Flaw in our Conſtitution begins to appear; if any 
Uſage or Cuſtom has by Inadvertancy crept in, which 
may in future Times be of dangerous Conſequence to our 
Neuer. the only Time for applying a Remedy, is, 
When we have a Good and a Juſt Prince upon the Throne; 
for after a wicked, an ambitious, or a weak Prince has 
Bot into Poſleſſion, he never will conſent to any Amend- 
ment, when He or. his Miniſters foreſee, that ſuch A- 
.mendment will tend towards fruſtrating his or their De- 

ligns againſt the Liberties of the People. | 
I am ſo much perſwaded that his preſent Majeſty nei- 
ther knew nor approved of the Late Scheme for extend- 
ing the Laws of Exciſe, that if it had paſſed both Houſes 
of Farliament, I am convinced it would haye been /purx- 
ed with Indignation from the Throne; and therefore 1 
, hall be the more free in my Remarks upon it: Hig 
| Majeſty's 
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Majeſty's Inclinations are fo well knownto be againſt hay- 


ing any Increaſe of Power, and his Fondneſs for. eftabliſh- 
ing upon the moſt folid Baſis the futures Happineſs ot 
this Nation, is fo evident, that no Man doubts but that he 
would with Pleaſine give up any Part, even of that Fower 


with which he is now inveſted, if it ſhould appear to be 


of dangerous Conſequence to the Liberiie s of. his People; 


and therefore I ſhall with that Freedom which becomes a 
true Briton, make a ſhort Enquiry into ſome of the addi- 
tional Powers which have been given to the Crown, ſince 
the Reftoration of King Charles III. 
Power, in a political Senſe, always depends upon the 
Hopes and the Fears with which any one Man, or cer- 
tain Number of Men, may inſpire their Fellow- Creatures; 
or, it depends upon that Affection and Efteem which 2 
Multitude may have for one Man, or for one Sett of Men; 
and that Affection or Eſteem always proceeds from the 
eminent Virtues and Qualifications of thoſe to whom they 
ſubmit. This laſt is what we call natural Power, which 
is the chief and the proper Support of a /awful Govern- 
ment, and is a juſt Reaſon for Obedience among Men of 
Virtue and Courage. The firſt Sort of Power again, is 
what may be called artificial Power; which is the only 
Support of 'Tyranny, and the ſole Motive for Obedience 
among Slayes, Of this ſort of Power, a Man that is rich 
has more than he that is poor : A Man that has many 
Places and Preferments to diſpoſe of, has more than he 
that has none, or not fo many at his Diſpoſal ; and a Man 
that may in a great many Inſtances pardon or puniſh, is 
more powerful than he who can in no Inſtance, or not in 
fo many Inſtances, pardon or puniſh ; and therefore, the 
adding to the Revenue of the Crown is an Addition of 
artificial Power : 'The creating of a new Place or Prefer- 
ment, and giving the Di/poſal thereof to the Crown, is 
an Addition of Power: The making of any Action eri- 
minal which is not fo in its own Nature, or by the Laws 


in being, and leaving it to the Crown to proſecute or not, or 


to pardon or puniſh at Diſcretion, is an Addition of 
Power ; and the greater the Numbers are that are ſubyected 
to ſuch Crimes, the greater the Artificial Power of the 
muſt be; the leſs Occafion will they have for that 
natural Power which depends upon the Merits and perſo- 
nal Qualifications of thoſe employed in the Adminiſtration, 
by which only they can ſecure the Affection and Efteen 
of the Subzeets in general, n 


— 
. 
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Now let us ſee how the Royal Power ſtood at the Re- 
ſtoration. The Crown had then hardly any Revenue to 


ſubſiſt on, but what it was to get yearly from Parliament. 
There was no Army, or but a very ſmall one, and conſe- 


-quently no Military Places or Preferments to be diſ- 


| poſed of. There was no Cuſtoms or Exciſes; and of 
conſequence, no Commiſſioners, Collectors, Comptrollers, 
Surveyors, Accomptants, Clerks, Secretaries, Land-W ai- 
ters, 'Tide-Waiters, Horſe-Gaugers, or Foot-Gaugers, 
Sc. to be made. There were few or no mechanical 
Crimes ; and therefore but few Pains and Penalties 
at the Diſpoſal of the Crown. There were then hardly 
4 Pacers at the Diſpoſal of the Crown but a few about 
Houſhold, and in the Law ; nor any Penalties to in- 
flict, but for Crimes which to have pardoned would 
have rendered the Court ridiculous. But the Nation was 
then ſo much overjoyed at being relieved from the A- 
narchy under which it had groaned for above twenty 
Years, that the Courtiers eaſily found Means to get the 
Parliament to conſent to the increq/ſing the artificial 
Power of the Crown, with regard to every one of thoſe 
Branches. 'They ſettled upon the King a great Reyenue 
For ever, or for Life ; they gave him an abſolute Power 
over the whole military Force of the Kingdom; they 
created a great many Crimes; and as to moſt of them, 
they gave a Diſpenſing Power to the King; a Power to 
moderate and mitigate the Pains and Penalties at his Plea- 
ſure ; they created Cuſtoms, they created Excife ; and 
thereby gave Being to that Shoal of idle Subjects, who 
muſt always be maintained at the publick Expence, for 
the collecting of ſuch Revenues. And to complete their 
Undertaking, they gave to the Crown the abſolute Dif. 
Poſal of all thoſe new Places and Preferments; and an 
Arbitrary Power, with Regard to the Trial of theſe new 
made Crimes. 
We know what-were the fatal Conſequences of this Be- 
nignity to the Crown: We know how near the Nation 
was thereby brought to its utter Ruin in the very next 
Reign: We know that from thence, the Miniſters of the 
ſucceeding Prince formed their Scheme of Arbitrary 
Power; and yet the whole publick Revenue then ſetiled 
for any Number of Tears, did not amount to above 
. 4, 500, ooo, I. per Annum. The King had no par- 
ſiamentary Army eſtabliſhed ; nor were any but the . 
mon Brewers ſubjected to the Laws of Exciſe; y 

near were we brought to our Ruin, Tm if * then Ccuns 
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ftances of Europe had not made it neceſſary for ſome of 
our Neighbours to fly to- our Relief, our Caſe would 
have been without Remedy. We could not have extrica- 
ted ourſelves ; and the great King William, notwithſtand - 
ing his Affection for theſe Kingdoms, notwithftanding that 
glorious Love of Liberty with which he was inſpired, yet 
he could not have had it in his Power to have aſſiſted us, 
if the Preſervation of the Liberties of Eurepe had not 
then depended on the Reſtoration of the Liberties of Eng- 
land. 

The Power given to the Crown by the firſt Seſſion of 

Parliament after the Revolution, was certainly then thought 
to be ſufficient, not only for all the juſt Ends of Go- 
vernment, but alſo for breaking the Neck of that Faction 
which had joined with, and encouraged the former King 
in his Project for trampling upon the Libertie of the 
People. But by the heavy foreign War we were then 
engaged in for the Preſervation of thoſe Libertie which 
we had but juſt recovered, and by the many Taxes we 
have ſince been obliged to impole, and the Debts we have 
contracted, (I ſhall not ſay have been ob/zged to contract) 
the Power of the Crown has fince been greatly increaſed. 

ſtead of that antient Maxim of granting no Taxes but 
for a Year, or for a ſbort Term, moſt of our Taxes are 
now granted for ever; the Kuyg and his Succeſſors hav- 
ing a Power of levying them upon the People to all 
future Generations, without any new Application to Par- 
liament; and we all know bow apt an ambitious Govern- 
ment may be to convert the Money thus levyed to the 
Peoples Deſtruction. The Places and Preferments at the 
ſole Diſpoſal of the Crown, are greatly multiplied ; and 
the Laws of Exciſe have been fo far extended, and ſo ma- 
ny Crimes created, that it is become very difficult for a Mer- 
chant or Tradeſman to know when he is ſecure againſt any 
criminal Proſecution. I will not preſume to ſay the Power 
of the Crown is at preſent too extenſive ; that is a Queſti- 
on of too great Moment for me to determine. But I think 

I may ſay, that the Power of the Crown may be made too 
great; and if that be poſſible, we ought well to conſider 
our Conſtitution. before we grant any additional Power. 
To ſum up what Lhave ſaid, it is certain that theLiberties 
of this Country depend upon the Frequency and the Inde- 
pendency of Parliaments: The Frequency of Parliaments 
may be deſtroyed, and thereby our Conſtitution overturn- 
ed, by granting ſuch a Parliamentary Revenue to the 
Crown, or ſuch a Parliamentary Milttary Force, as may 

8 enable 
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enable any future King to govern without the Aid of Par- 
Haments; and the /ndependency of Parliaments may be 
deftroyed, and our Conſtitution thereby undone, by grant- 
ing to the Crown the Diſpoſal of fo much Money, fo many 
Places and Preferments, and ſo many Pains and Penalties, 
as may enable ſome future King to make himſelf Maſter 


ok all, or moſt of the Elections of Members of Partia- 


ment in Great Britain. Theſe are the two Rocks upon 
which our Conſtitution may be ſplit: Theſe are the two 


Rocks which I beg of my Countrymen to have always in 


View ; -and with theſe in his View, let every Man with me 
peruſe, and make his Remarks upon the ſeveral Paragraphs 
of the late famous Bill for repealing ſeveral Subſidies, 
and an Impoſt now payable on Tobacco from the Britiſh 
Plantations, and for granting an Inland Duty (alias 
Exciſe) in lieu thereof; which Bill is as follows, viz. 


PREAMBLE. 


1. JJ Herea: by the Act of Tonnage and Poumdage, 
made in the 12th Year of the Reign of King 
Charles the Second, and the Bovk of Rates thereto an- 


 mexed, a Duty of one Penny per Pound, commonly called 


the Old Subſidy, was laid upon all Tobacco of the Britiſh 
Plantations imported; And by the ſame Act, and Book 
of Rates, an additional Duty of one Penny per Pound 
was laid on the ſame Tobacco imported ; And by ano- 
ther Act made in the firſt Year of the Reign of the late 
King James the Second, a Duty or Impoſt of three Pence 
per Pound, was laid on the ſame Tobacco imported; 


And by another Act made in the gib Year of the Reign 


of bis late Majeſty King William the Third, a further 
"Subſidy of one Penny per Pound, was laid on the ſame 
Tobacco imported; And by another Act made in the 2d 
Tear of the Reign of ber late Majeſty Queen Anne, a 
Duty or Subſidy of one third part of a Penny per Pound 
was laid on the ſame Tobacco imported; All which Du- 


nie / on Tobacco imported, as before mentioned, amount- 


ing in the whole to Six-pence and one third part of a Pen- 
1 per Pound Weight, are by ſeveral ſubſequent Act. 
fince continued, and are now in Force. . 
2. And whereas by the ſaid Act, or ſome of them, 
givers Proviſions were made for the aſcertaining, levy» 
ing. collecting, paying, and ſecuring the ſaid Duties ; 
and alſo for mating certain aten fur, Diſcounts, til 


 Diſſe®ed, #& 3 
ances aut of the ſame, or out of the Weight of the 


Tobacco, upon which tbe ſaid Duties were charged, 
and for drawing back ſuch Duties upon Exportation of 


the Tobacco charged therewith, which by Experience 


have been found liable togreat Frauds and Abuſes, to 
the Prejudice of Trade and Diminution of. the Reve- 
nue: For Remedy whereof, 


| ENACTED 
1. We your Majeſties moſt Dutiful and Loyal Fu 
jects the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament afſem- 
Hed, do moſt bumbly beſeech your Majeſty, that it may 
be Enacted, and be it Enacted by the King's Moſt Ex- 
cellent Majeſty, by and with the Advice and Gonſent 
of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons in 
this preſent Parliament aſſembled, and by the Authority 
of the ſame, That from and after the 24th Day of June, 
17.33. the ſaid ſeveral Subſidies, Duties, and tmpeoſitt 
ens upon all Tobacco of the Britiſh Plantations, to be 


imported afier the ſaid Day (except the ſaid further 


Subſidy of one Penny per Pound, granted by the ſaid 
Act made in the ib Year of the Reign of bis late Ma- 
jeſty King William the Third) ſball ceaſe, determine, 
and be no longer paid or payable ; and all Proviſions 
made by the ſaid Acts, or any of them, for aſcertaining 
leuying, collecting. paying, or ſecuring the ſaid Duties 
hereby determined, or for making any Abatements, Diſ- 
counts,or Allowonces out of the ſame, or out of the Weight 
of the Tobacco on which the ſaid Duties were charged, or 
for drawing back any ſuch Duties hereby determined as 
aforeſaid upon Exportation of the Tobacco churged theres 
With, ſball be, and are hereby repealed ; any Thing in the 
ſaid above-mentioned As, or any bf them, or any other 
Act or Acta Parliament to the contrary thereof, in 
any wiſe notwithſtanding. And ue your Majeſty's ſaid 
Dutifyul and Loyal Subject. the Commons of Great Brit- 
tain in Parliament aſſembled, have, in lieu of the ſaid Du» 
ties, bereby determined, freely and unanimouſly reſolved 
to give and grant unto your Majeſty the Duty and Impo- 
ſition berein after mentioned; and do moſt bumbly beſeech 
your Majeſty , that it may be Enacted, and be it Enacted 
by the Autbority afareſaid, That from and after the ſaid 
24th Day of June, in lieu of the ſaid Duties hereby 
determined, the Inland Duty berein after: mentioned be 
impoſed, levied, collected, and paid to yaur Majeſty, 


Jour Heirs and Succefors, for and upon all Tobacco 


from 
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from thence forth imported into, and ſold for Home Con- 
ſumption, or conſumed within Great Britain, or any Part 


thereof, that is to ſay, upon every Pound of Tobacco of 
the. Britiſh Plantations imported into, and fold for Home 
Conſumption, . or conſumed within this Kingdom, the 
Duty or Sum of four Pence. 0 


Obſervation. It would be too tedious to give my Rea- 
ders the Reaſons which induced me to fill up every Blank 
in the Bill in the Manner I have done ; and therefore I 

ſhall only in general refer them to the Votes of laſt Sef- 
Gon of Parliament relating to this Affair, and to the fa- 


ous Act by which the Dealers in Coffee, &c. were ſub- 


jected to the Laws of Exciſe ; which Act I looked on as 
the Model for this new Scheme; and therefore I have 
from thence filled up moſt of the Blanks in this Bill. 

I cannot omit here obſerving, that this Inland Duty of 
four Pence on each Pound Weight of Tobacco, together 
with the three Farthings per Pound'payable at the Cuſtom- 
houſe, by a. ſubſequent Claufe, was to have been le- 
vied and paid to his Majeſty, his Heirs and Succeſſors, 
that is to ſay, for ever, without any Aſſiſtance from 
Parliament; and that this was to have come -in lieu of a 
Tax which is annually granted by Parliament, for ſup- 
plying the Current Service of the Year. Has not this a 
direct Tendency towards ſettling a perpetual Parliamen- 
tary Revenue, for anſwering the current Services of all 
Vears to come? And if ſuch a Fund be once eſtabliſhed, 
what Occaſion would any of our future Kings have for- a 
Parliament? A ſufficient Revenue will always procure 
a ſufficient military Force ; and if ever any future King 
ſhould be able to maintain a ſufficient regular Army, he 
may ſoon make his Proclamations of equal Force with 
Acts of Parliaments: In a little Time we might expect 
the Fate of our Neighbours in France: Our Acts of Par- 
liament would be :/iz/pended or annulled by the Edicts ef 
the King's Council. mene $54.0 


- And for the better aſcertaining, charging, collecting. 


levying, raiſing, and ſearching the Rates and Duties by 


this Act ſet and impoſed upon all 'Tobacco of the Britiſh 
Plantations, to be imported into, and ſold fer Home 
Conſumption, or conſumed within Great Britain, from 
and after the ſaid 24th Day of June, be it further enact- 
ed by the Authority aforeſaid, That ſuch Commiſſioner s 


er Perſons as bir Majeſty, bis Heirs, or Succeſſors, or 


any 
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three or more of the Commiſſioners of His Majeſty's 
reaſury, or the High Treaſurer of Great Britain for the. 
Time being, ſpall from Timg to Time, A one or more Com- 
million or Commiſſions for that Purpoſe, appoint, ſpall be. 
bis Majeſty's Commiſſioner. for the Management and Rgs. 
ceipt of the ſaid Inland. Duty by this Act Jet and impoſed ;, 
which ſaid laft mentioned Commiſſioners, or the major Part 


ſuch Penalties and Diſabilities as are berein after pro- 


vided and enacted, in caſe of diverting or nuſapplying any 
Monies by this et appropriated. © "airing an 


Obſervation. We find that by this Clauſe, che Commiſſi- 
oner for the Management of this Duty were to have been 
named, from Time to Time by his Majeſty, his Heirs, and 
Succeſſors, or by the Treaſury; that is to ſay, they were 
to have been turned out of their profitab!? Employments 
whenever his Majeſty, his Heirs, or Succeſſors, or any 

ure Prime Miniſter thongbt fit; and conſequently the 
Commaſſioners, and all their under Officers, would always 
have been entirely dependent on the Crown, This is no. 
new Thing, indeed; but no Man who has the Ziberties of 
his Country really at Heart, wilt ever be tor encreaſing 
the Number or the Power of ſuch Dependents. Belides the 
Power, of naming the Officers for this Inland Duty, the Com- 
miſſioners of ty n had by this Clauſe. the "net, 
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of giving not only what Salaries, but what Rewafds they 
thought proper to ſuch Officers; and if an ambitious En- 
terpriſing Miniſter, or one who dreaded an Impeachment 
in Parliament, ſhould ever have been at the Head of the 
Treaſury, we may judge for what Services they would have 
been granted. Gb as 


3. And be it further Enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That all and every the Powers, Authorities, Directions, 
Rules, Methods, Penalties, and Proviſions, Clauſes, Mat- 
ters, and Things, which in and by an Act made in the 12th 


Year of the Reign of King Charles II. [intituled, An Act 


for taking away the Court of Wards and Liveries, and Te- 
nures in Capite and by Knights Service, and Pur vey ance, 
and for ſettling a Revenue upon his Majeſty in lieu there- 
of,] or by any other Law now in Force, relating to his 
Majeſty's Revenue of Exciſe upon Beer, Ale, and 


other Liquor g, are provided, ſettled, or eſtabliſhed, for 


managing, aſcertaining, raiſing, levying, collecting, miti- 
gating, adjudging, or recovering, and paying the Duties 
thereby granted, or any of them, other than in ſuch Caſes 
for which other Penalties or Proviſions are preſcribed by 
this Act, and ſubject to the Alterations herein after men-. 


tioned, ſhall be exerciſed, practiſed, applied, uſed, and 


put in Execution in- and for the managing, aſcertaining, 
raiſing, levying, collecting, mitigating, adjudging, reco- 
vering and paying the Inland Duty by this Act impoſed, as 
Fully and effectually to all Intents and Purpoſes, as if 
all and every the ſaid Powers, Authorities, Rules, and 
Direction, Methods, Penalties, and Proviſions, Clauſes, 
Matters, and Things, were particularly repeated, and 
again enacted in the Body of this Act. | 


* Obſervation. This comprehenſive Clauſe, which at once 

lays ſuch a Number of his Majeſty's Subjects under all the 
Penalties, Forfeitures, and Diſabilities, which the Graſ- 
pers at Power have been contriving ever fince the Reſtora- 
tion, would really require a large Folio for explaining it 
ſufficiently: The Dealers in Vine and Tobacco were al- 
together unacquainted with theſe Penaltigs, &c. and if 
this Bill with its Twin-Siſter had paſſed, it would have 
been abſolutely neceſſary for every fuch Dealer to have 
had a Profeſſor or Teacher of the Laws of Exciſe ; ſuch In- 
ſtru&or would have been as neceſſary in every Pariſh for 
the Dealers in Wine and Tobacco, as an Inſtructor for 
* | Reading 
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Reading and Writing is to the Children of the Pariſh: ; o- 
therwiſe the poor Dealer muſt have entirely depended 
on his Exciſe Officer for knowing whether he was ſubje& 
to any Penalty, or not: Their Ignorance. in this Reſpect we 
may beliere would have been taken Advantage of by the 
Officers, and from thence we may judge what . a Terror. 
the poor Dealers muſt have always been under, and how 
abſolute their Dependence muſt have been upon their Ex- 
ciſemen. The ſubjecting the People of England to Penal. 
ties thus by the Lump, Penalties with which they were 
altogether unacquainted, we muſt ſay, is a Method not at 
all Parliamentary; a Method which would ſoon put an 
End to the Liberties and Privileges of the . Britiſh Subject; 
and a Method that no Repreſentative in Parliament will 
ever conſent to, if he has any Regard to the Liberty, the 
Eaſe, or the Happineſs of his Conſtituents. Penalties 
are dangerous Things; every new Penalty encreaſes the 
Power of the ſupreme Magiſtrate, and every indifferent 
Action which is by Law converted into a Crime, derogates 
from the natural Liberty of the Subject. - 


4. And for the better ſecuring the ſaid Inland-Duty, by this 
Act granted upon the ſaid Tobacco, it 1s bereby further en 
acted by the Authority aforeſaid, that from and after the 
Jaid 24th Day of June, 1733, all Tobacco imported into this 
Kingdom, from any Part of the Britiſh Plantations, upon the 
Eniry thereof at the Cuftom- Houſe, and duly charging the 
Jame with the ſaid further Subſidy of one Penny per Pound, 
granted by the ſaid Act of the ninth Year of the Reign of 
tbe late King William the Third, in Manner berein afier- 
mentioned, ſballbe forthwith carried and put into ſuch Ware- 

houſe or N are bouſes as ſhall be for that Purpoſe provided, 
at the Charge of the Importer or Owner thereof, and ap- 
proved of by the Commiſſioners to be appointed for the ſaid 
Inland Duty for the Time being, or the major Part of them, 
in Caſe ſuch {mportation be in the Port of London; And 
in Caſe ſuch Importation ſball be in any Out-Port, then by 
Juch Officer or . Officers of the ſaid Inland-Duty, as 
ſball be appointed by the ſaid Commiſſioners for that 
Purpoſe, then within the Diſtrict where [uch Importation 
ſball be reſpectively; and ſhall not be taten or carried 
out from thenee upon any Account whatſoever, otherwiſe 
than as. is berein aftermentioned ; that is to ſay, ſuch 
of the ſaid Tobacco as ſball be ſold to be conſumed in 
Great Britain, ar ſball be intended to be conſumed in Great 
* E 2 | Britain, 
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the ſaid Keefe 


Btitzin, foal! be delivered out upon Payment of the ſaid Hi: 
And. Duty by this Act impoſed in Manner following, that 
is to ſay, the Pr oprietor of firſt Buyer thereof, or ſome Per. 
for tb be appoitited by bim of ber, ſhall mate an Entry 
With the Receiver or Collector of the ſaid Inland Duty by 
ibi Act granted; appointed to receive the ſame within the 
Cities of London and Weſtminſter, of /o much Tobacco 
femaining in any ſucbh Wurebouſe or Warebouſes as afore- 
ſaid, within the ſaid Cities of London and Weſtminſter, 


of the weekly Bills of Mortality, a, be or ſbe intend to 


tate out of ſuch Mare bouſè or Warehouſes, and pay down 
in ready Money to ſuch Receiver or Collector, the Inland. 
Duty by this Act granted; And in all other Places of 
Great Britain, the Proprietor, or firſt Buyer, or the Per- 
fol appointed by bim or ber for that Purpoſe, ſball 
make the like Entrie f at the Office for the ſaid Inland-Du- 
pl to be appointed, which ſhall be neareſt to the Farebouſe 
or Parebouſes into which the ſaid Tobacco ſball have been 
karry'd, upon Importation and Entry thereof at the Cuſ- 
tom Houſe as aforeſaid, and ſhall pay down in ready 
Money the ſaid Inland. Duty by this Act granted to the 
Receiver or Collector to be there appointed to receive the 
fame; And upon producing a Warrant or Warrants, 
Eeriificate or Certificates, ſigned by ſuch reſpective Re- 
ertver or Collector, certifying that he bath received the 
fald Hhland-Duty by this Act granted, to the Keeper or 
Keepers of ſuch Warebouſe or Warebouſes into which the 
ſaid Tobacco ſhall bave been put upon Importation and 
Emtry thereof as aforeſaid ; and upon producing a Certifie 
cate from the Collector, or principal Officer of the Cuſtoms, 


| Aer Payment of the ſaid further Subſidy for ſuch 'To- 


ICCO, 1 lr to the Proviſion berein aftermentioned, 
or Keepers of ſuch Warebouſe or Ware- 
bouſet, ſhall deliver thereout ſo much of the ſaid Tobacco 
to be ſold or tntended for Home Conſumption within this 
Kingdom, as ſball be mentioned and expreſſed in fiteh 
FLrrant or Warrants, Certificate or Certificates, reſpec- 
tivelyto bave paid the ſaid Inland. Duty bereby granted, 
and the [aid further Subſidy , And the reſpective Keeper 
or Keepers of fuch Warehouſe or Warehouſes; ſhall there- 
upon give to the Proprietor, or firſt Buyer, or the Perſon 
by bim or ber to be appointed as aforeſaid, a Permit or 
Certificate to accompany th# ſaid Tobacco fo delivered 
out; which Permit or Certificate ſhall be alſo fiened by an 
Officer attending the ſaid Warebouſe or Warebonſes, tb 
k 4 i ; be 
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be apprinted by the Commiſſioners for the ſaid Tnland-Duty 
for the Time being, or the major Part of them, to prevent 
the. ſeizing thereof; and to be produced to the Officer of and 
for the ſaid Inland Duty, for the Diviſion or Place where 
uch Tobacco ſball be carried, within the Time in ſuch Per. 
mit or Certificate to be expreſſed and limited ; during which 
Time, and no longer, ſuch Permit or Certificate ſball 
continue in Force. | 


Ob ſer vation. Here the Scheme begirs to unfold it ſelf ; and 
therefore I ſhall begin to examine the Diftreſſes; the Ex- 
pences; and the Dependencies, which the Merchant would 
thereby have been brought under. As the Law ſtands at pre- 
ſent, when an Importer of Tobacco is to enter a Cargoe, he 
has only the proper Gfficer of the Cuſtoms to apply to; and 
therefore, if the Unloading of his Ship requires any extraor 
dinary Attendance or Diſpatch, he haz one Officer only, and 
his Attendants, to fee; either with ready Money, or with good 
Eating and Drinking, for affording him a little extraordinary 
Time; which all Officers put as high a Value upon as they 
can. But if this new Law had taken Place, the Importer 
ould have had a new Officer to have feed for extraordinary 
Attendance, viz. The Warehouſe-Keeper where he was to 
lodge the Tobacco, who muſt certainly have attended to have 
ſeen the Tobacco weighed at the Cuſtom-Houſe; or other - 
wie, he maſt have had it weighed over again at the Hare 
houſe, before he could have properly charged himſelf with 
ſuch a Quantity. | 29 | a 
At pteſent, after the Tobacco is entered and weighed at the 
Cuſtom-Houſe, the Merchant ſends it to his Ware-houſes in 
ſuch Carriages, and hy whatever Perſons he pleaſes to em- 
ploy for that Purpoſe :: But by this new Scheme, the Tobac- 
eb. muſt have been again weighed at the Ware-houſe, or he 
muſt have hired ſich Carriages and Servants as the Fare- 
houſe keeper pleaſed to recommend; fof as he was obliged to 
anſwer to the Commiſhoners for the Quantity ſent. in, he could 
not have entfuſted the carrying of it from the Keys to the 
Warehouſe but to tuch as he could depend on. What a fine 
Fund for Perquiſites would this have been to the Exciſe- 
men! What 4 Trouble and Expence to the Faireft Trader in 
England! 3.443 8 8 ITY > Cs. Sr} 
_ Theſe were Additional Hardſhips which were to have been 
put upon the Importer before he could hive lodged his To- 
dacco in his Warehouſe: But now ſuppoſe it lodged; and a 
Purchaſer offers for ſuch à ſmalt Quantity perhaps 9 


The late Exciſe Scheme 


ge 
Hogſhead: If this Scheme had taken effect, he muft have 
applied to no leſs than four different Officers, that is to fay, 
tothe Collector of the Inland Duty, to the Collector of the 
Cuſtoms, to the Warehouſe Keeper, and to the Permit Of. 
ficer, before he could have delivered his Hogſhead of To. 
zacco; and if any of theſe Officers had been out of the Way, 
ke might probably have loſt his Cuſtomer ; heſides, it is rea- 
ſonable to ſuppoſe that he muſt have paid ſomething at every 
Office for Diſpatch. All which would haye been new 'Trouble, 
bew Expences and newHardfhips, put upon the Merchants Im- 
porters. And as Warehouſe Keepers and Permit. Officers, &. 
might have eaſily found Excuſes for being abſent, we may 
conclude, that no Man could have carried on his Buſineſs, as 

an Importer of Tobacco, without being very generous to 
the Gentlemen attending his Warehouſe, &. or very ſub* 
miſſive and obedient to the firſt Lord Commiſſioner of the 
Treaſury for the Time being. 

Then as to the Buyer for Home Cvtfimpticn, pod 
him to have bought the Hogſhead of Tobacco, to have got 
it delivered to him with a proper Permit, and to have put it 
in a Waggon, or aboard a Barge, for ſome Part of the Coun- 
try; and ſuppoſe that fome Accident happned to the Wag- 
gon or Barge, ſo that it does not arrive at the Place appoin- 
ted within the Time limitted in the Fermit. In ſuch Cafe 
the poor Retailer muſt loſe his Tobacco, if he is not a 
Man ell affected to the Prime Miniſter ; for the Officer at 
the Place whither it is ſent, cannot then receive it, he muſt 
ſeize it ; and if the poor Man applies to the Commiſſioners 
for Equity, they may admit of the an. thy of his Caſe, and 
| yet deny him Relief. | 


5. And ar to 90505 Part of the ſaid Tobacco as ſball be 
intended for Exportation to Parts beyond the Seas, the 
ſame ſball be delivered out of ſuch Ware bouſe or Ware- 
bouſes, unto the Proprietor, firft Buyer, or other Perſon 
10 be appointed in that Bebalf, upon ſufficient Security to 
be firſt given by Bond to his Majeſty, bis Heirs, or Suc- 
ceſſors, with two ſufficient 'Sureties ; "which Security the 
Commiſſioner or Collector, with the Approbation of the Comp- 
troller of the Cuſtoms: for the Time being, in each reſpec- 
tive Port, are hereby required and impowered to take, that 
the ſame and every Part thereof ſball be exported, and 
not relanded in Great Britain; which ſa id Security ſball be 
diſcharged, without Fee or Reward, upon. producing ſuch 
— as. in berein after. mentioned to ſuch Officer ar 
. Officers 


Dilhected, & c. if 
Officers as aforeſaid; that is to ſay, for ſuch of the To- 
bacco as ſball be entered for or landed in Ireland, the 
Iſtand of Guernſey, Jerſey, Alderney, Sark, or Man, tbe 
Condition of the Bond ſhall be to bring a Cerificate in dif- 
charge thereof within three Months from the Date of the 
Bond, to be ſigned by the proper Officers of the Cuſtoms re- 
ſiding there ; And for ſuch Tobacco as ſball be entred for 
any other Place, to bring a Certificate under the Common 
Seal of the Chief Magiſtrate in any Place or Places be- 
yond the Seas, or under the Hands and Seals of two 
known Britiſh Merchants, then being at ſuch Place or 
Places, importing reſpectively, that ſuch Tobacco was there. 
landed, and teſtifying the Landing thereof, or upon Proof 
by credible Perſons that ſuch Tobacco was taken by Ene 
mies, or periſhed in the Seas, the Examination and Proof 
thereof being left to the Judgment of the ſaid Commiſſioners 
of the Cuſtoms for the Time being. 


Obſervation. By this Section I imagine that Tobacco to 
be exported muſt have been twice weighed before it could 
have been ſhipped off, Firſt, it muſt have been weighed at 
the Warehouſe, in order that the Keeper might have entered 
it in his Books to diſchar ge himſelf thereof to the Commiſſi- 
oners of Exciſe : Then it muſt have been again weighed at 
the Cuſtom-Houſe Keys, in order that the Collector might 
have diſcharged it of the Cuffoms with which it was charged 
in his Books at the Entry: And what Trouble and Expence 
this would have been to the Merchants we may eaſily gueſs. 
But if it was to have been weighed only at the Warehouſe 
from whence it was taken, then one of the Cuſtom-Houſe 
Officers muſt have attended; and if it was to have been 
weighed only at the Cuſtom-houſe Keys, then the Ware-houſe 
Keeper muſt have attended it both there, and in its Way thither; 
which muſt always have been ſome Expence to the Merchant. 
As to the Sureties required, we may believe thoſe Merchants - 
who were not agreeable to the Commiſſioners or the Officers 
of the Cuſtoms, would often have been under Difficulty to 
find ſuch Sureties as they would have judged to be Sufficient; 
and ſuch Merchants would likewiſe have often found it a hard 
Tak to get ſuch Certificates or Proofs of the Landing or 
Loſs of their Tobacco as would have been approved of, 
within the limited Time; In ſuch Cafe their Bonds would 
have been put in Suit; againſt which it is preſumed they 
would by the Scheme have had no Relief in Chancery ; they 
muſt have gone for Redreſs to the Commiſſioners of Appeal 


appointed by the King. W 
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Provided always, and be it Enacted by the Au 
ro erat, That if any ſuch Proprietor pre cf Fg, 
r 


or other Perſon, ſhall be minded to manufactiy ure any Pa 
of ſuch Tobacco as ſball be ſo taken out far Exporta- 
ſion, it ſball and may 'be lawful for ſuch Proprietor, ff 
. or other Verſoy, to manufacture ſuch Tobacco, 
notice to the Officer or Officers for the ſaid Inlan 


Dur, appointed to attend the M arebouſe, out of 1 which Fuch 


Tobacco ſhall be ſo taken, of the Place where be ſhe, or 
they, intend to manufacture the ſaid Tobacco, " 


© Obſervation. I ſhall make no other Remark upon tis 
Section, but only that it lays our Manulafturers of Tobacco. 
under a Reſtraint they were before unac 


are endeayouriag to improve their Trade, is not a very pro- 


per Seaſon to lay any of our Manufacturers under new Re- 


ſtraints. 


And it is bereby further Enatted, That ſuch To- 


bacco a manufactured for Exportation, ſball be kept ſe: 


re an apart from all Tobacco for Home Conſump- 


tian; and that three Days before. the fr — 85 — 4 be ex- 


hab lotice heh, be given thereof to 


BGA &©& 4 


der the Care and 4 oh 7 19 Searchers ; Joe 4 
Officers of 1 the Cuſtoms ; And the Ex xporter of ſuch. mg- 
nufatured Tobacco ſball give Security by Bond, with 
like Condition, for exporting and not relanding the ſame, 
and for producing a Certificate of the landing thereof in 
Parts beyond the Seas, in ſuch Manner as is berein before 
bhi in ; 
or. immediate Exportation; roprietor, firſt 
Bier, or other Perſon, ſhall not 10, ſuch Tobicco, 
Ja manufattured or intended tg be may ufactured, 7 Ek. 
portation, ſeparate and apart from all obacco for 840 


Conſungition, or ſhall export the, ſame wit bout ghving ſuch, 


Natice. 117 Scum 1 aforeſaid, 2 17 % 0 ** 
Forkeit the Jaid T e (xeble. the 


together. Wet the 5: . a 8 


” 


thereo 


nted with ; BY 
one would think that the preſent Time, w en all the World 


Caſes of Tobacco hen oh out of any Warehouſe 


ene, 
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Obſervation. By this Section the Manufacturer of Tobac- 
ca is not only laid under a Reſtraint, but a very great Grie- 
vance and Expence; for it is well known that every Mer- 
chant who is obliged to have the Attendance of an Officer. 
muſt pay or treat that Officer, otherwiſe he will find his 
Auendance very troubleſome; and here an Officer muſt at- 
tend at leaſt for ſeveral Days, which muſt be a great Expence, 
as well as Trouble to the Manufacturer. Beſides here is not 
only a new Crime created, and great Penalties inflicted, 
but a Crime which it would not hare been in any Man's 
Power to have guarded againſt ; it would have been every 
Day in the Power of a Servant to ſubject his Mafter to thoſe 
Penalties, by throwing in ſome manufactured Tobacco des 
ſigned for Exportation, among that which was manufactured 
for Home Conſumption, and then going for the Exciſe-Of« 
Ficer (with whom he went Snacks) to come and. ſeize it. 

8. Aud it is bereby further Enacted and Declared, by 
the Authority aforeſaid, That the ſingle Value and Worth 
of ſuch Tobacco ſo forfeited, ſhall from Time to Time, be 
deemed and taken to be accerding to, and at the Rate and 
Rates, Price and Prices, as the beſt Tobacco of the like 
Sort and Kind do or ſball at ſuch reſpective Time or Times 
bear and ſell for in London. | 


Obſervation. By this we ſee, that our Projector had a 
Mind to make the moſt of his Project; for even where an 
unfortunate Man was to pay a freble Value by the Fault 
or Fraud of his Ser vaut, this Value is to be put accord- 
ing to the higheſt Price that ſuch Tobacco is ſold for in 
London, | 


g. And be it further Enacted by the Authority afore- 
ſaid, That before any ſuch Proprietor, firſt Buyer, or o- 
ther Perſon, ſball be permitted to export ſuch Tobacco be 
ſhall declare, upen Oath before the Collector, and Comp» 
troller of the Port from whence the ſame ſhall be exported, 
en the Certificate, before the taking out of his Cocquet, 

and before be be ſuffered to give Bond as aforeſaid, That 
| the Tobacco then about to be ſbipp d is really and truly 
bim intended to be exported to Parts beyond the Seas, i 
the Ship therein mentioned, and is not intended to be re. 
landed in any Part of Great Britain. 


F Obſervation, 
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__ . Obſervation, This, upon a Man who has a Regard for [; 
" Honour or Religon, is a great Grievance 3 upon a Rogue 8 
or Smuggler it is no Check. But Cuſtom-Houſe, and ſuch 4 

Oathes, are already fo multiplied, and the Religious Cere. f 
mony of an Oath is thereby brought into ſuch Contempt a- 1 
© mong the Vulgar, that no Man can well be ſaid to be ſure 
of his Life or Eftate. Our late Coiners of Oaths and Af- 
'* fidavits, who have brought about this Fatal Effect, deſerve 
no great Thanks from Mankind or their Country. 


Io. And for preventing all clandeſtine importing or 
- bringing of any Tobacco into Great Bryain, be it further 
Enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, that if any Perſon 
or Perſons, Bodies Politick or Corporate, from and after 
tbe ſaid 24th Day of June, ſhall import or bring in any To- 

bacco into any Part of the ſaid Kingdoms, which ought 

to be ſecured in ſuch Warehouſes as aboveſaid, and ſhall 
not make due Entries thereof at the Cuſtom-Houſe, and 
. bring, or cauſe the ſame to be brought, into ſuch Ware - 
| bouſe or M arebouſe as are, in purſuance of "this Act, | 
to be approved of by the Commiſſioners for the ſaid Inland- 
Duty, for keeping the ſame till Payment of the ſaid In- 
land Duty, and the ſaid further Subſidy, or the Exportation ; 
| 

| 

| 

| 
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"thereof reſpectively; or ſball reland or cauſe to be reland- 
ed, any Tobacco which ſhall be ſbipp d for Exportation, 
_ after the ſame ſhall bave been delivered out of any Ware- | , 
houſe as afore jaid, All ſuch Tobacco ſhall be, and is here- | 
by declared and adjudged to be forteited, and the ſame 
ſhall and may be ſeized by any Officer or Officers of the 
Cuſtoms, or for the ſaid [nland-Duty bereby granted; 
and the Perſon or Per/ons, Bodies Politick-or Corporate, 
offending therein, ſhall forfeit the ſaid Tobacco, tage- 
ther with the Casks, Veſſels, or Package, containing the 
Tame, 
. Obſervation. It was before a mechanical Crime to im- 
port Tobacco without making an Entry; but this Crime 
would by this Scheme have been made more exten/ive and 
more en/naring. The Tobacco muſt not only have been 
entered at the Cuſtom-Houſe, but muſt likewiſe haye been 
pur into a, proper Warehouſe under the like Forfeiture. 
The Buſineſs of a Merchant or Shop Keeeper was former- 
ly a very plain and eaſy Employment, but by the Multi- 
| tude of the Laws lately made for the collecting and raiſing 
me publick Revenues, it is become one of the moſt my- 
| flerious 


Diſſefted, ce. 25 


fterious Employments in England; and if we go on 4a: 
little further, it will be abſolutely neceſſary for every Man 
who is to ſet up as a Merchant or Shop-Keeper, to Study” 
for ſometime in one of our Inn, of Court, ot to ſerve an 
Apprenticeſhip to an Exchequer Solicitor, | 


11. Provided always, and it is bereby further En- 
ated, by the Autbority aforeſaid, That if any Diſpute 
ſball ariſe whether the Cuſtoms or Inland Duty payable 
for any Tobacco to be ſeized in purſuance of this Act, 
have been paid, or that the ſame or any Part thereof, hatb 
been condemned as forfeited, the Proof thereof ſhall lie on 
the Owner or Claimer thereof, or the Perſon or Perſons. 
on whom tbe ſame ſball be found, and not on the Of- 


Acer. 


Ot ſervation. This is a moſt curious Clauſe, a new Sort 
of Law : 'The Perſon accuſed ſhall be ob/zged to prove his 
Innocence; and this too, not to the Satisfaction of God and 
his Country, but to the Satisfaction of Commiſſioners re- 
moveable at Pleaſure. It was formerly the Birth ight of 
an Engliſhman always to be deemed Innocent, till he was 
found Guilty by twelve honeſt and true Men of his Country; 
but by this Clauſe every Man muſt have been deemed guz/ty, 
if the Commiſſioners of Exciſe had ſo thought meer, This 
Cuſtom of throwing the Proof upon the Party accuſed, 
was firſt introduced ſoon after the Reſtoration ; but it has 
ſince been vaſtly extended; and in this Caſe it is the more 
extraordinary, becauſe the Perſon accuſed can prove his In- 
nocence no Way, but by thoſe whole Colleagues or Bro- 
tber-fficers are to get by his Condemnation. In ſuch Caſe 
we may believe, that no Officer will voluntarily come to give 
Evidence for the Merchant; and yet by what I can find in 
the Bill, he has no Way of obliging thoſe Officers to attend, 
or bring their Books. to be examin'd : This is left altogether 
to the Viſcretion of the Commiſſioners ; ſo that if the To- 
baccaniſt has by any Miſchance loſt his Permit, or if the Of- 
ficer, to whom he gave Notice of the Place where he was to 
manufacture his Tobacco, will not voluntarily attend, if the 
Commiſſioners do not favour him with an Order for that Pur- 
poſe, he muſt ſuccumb, and muſt ſuffer the Scandal of 
' having a Sentence paſſed againſt him as a Rogue anda 
Smuggler. This Clauſe muſt really raiſe the Indigration 
| F 2 of 
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of every Man of common Humanity; for ſince the Mer - 
chants were hereby laid under the hard Neceſſity of pro- 
ving their Innocence, it might have been expected that ſome 
Care would have been taken to have obliged the Commiſſi- 
oners of Exciſe to have afforded them all proper Aſſiſtance 
for ſo doing: But this would have diminiſhed the Power 
of the Commiſſioners, and would have made the Merchants 
and Shop-Keepers leſs dependent, which is contrary to the 
Intention of the whole Scheme, 

12. And for preventing the clandeſtine carrying am 
ſuch Tobacco out of the #arebouſes, to be approved of by 
the Commiſſioners for the ſaid Inland. Duty as aforeſaid, 
be it Enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Keep- 
er or "Keepers of ſuch Warehouſe or Warebouſes, to be 
apppointed by the Commiſſioners of the ſaid Inland-Duty, 
granted by this Act, to attend the ſame, ſhall keep one or 
more Book or Books, wherein they ſhall ſeverally and fair- 
ly enter in Writting an exa ct, particular and trug Account 
of ſuch Tobacco, which from Time to Time ſball be brought 
into or carried out of the arebouſe or the Warebouſes ta 
which be or they ſball reſpectively belong, and of the Days 
and Times when the ſame ſhall be ſo brought in or carried 
out; and how much thereof was delivered out to be con- 
ſumed in Great Britain, and bow much for Exportation, 
and how much ta be manufactured for Exportation; and 
the Names of the reſpective Perſon or Perſons to whom, 
or for whoſe Die the ſame was delivered out; and ſhall, 
at the End of every lix Months, or oftner, if required, 
tranſmit in FFriting an Account thereof upon Oath to the 
Commiſſioners for the ſaid Inland-Duty for the Time being, 
together with an exact Account of bow much ſhall be re- 


maining in the Warehouſe or Warebouſes ; And the ſaid 


Commiſſioners for the ſaid Inland-Duty are bereby required 

and enjoined, within one Month after the ſaid Accounts 

all be tranſmitted to them as aforeſaid, to appoint 

one, two, or more Ferſon or Perſons. to inſpect the ſaid 

Bock or Books, and the ſaid Warehouſe or Ware- 

-bouſes, and to exaimme the ſame Accounts ; and if up- 
on ſuch Examination, or otherwiſe, it ſhall appear 

that any Tobacco was delivered out, otherwiſe than 

as aforeſaid, or before Payment of the Inland-Duty, 

and the ſaid further Subſidy for ſueb of the faid To- 
bacco as ſball baye been taken out to be conſumed in 


er · Great Britain, or giving ſuch Security as aforeſaid for ſuch 

ro · Part of the ſaid Tobacco 4s ſball have been delivered aut 

me for Exportation, or giving Notice of the Place intended for 

{li-- manufacturing ſuch Tobacco, as ſball baue been delivered 

ce out io be manufactured for Exportation; then the Keeper 

ver or Keepers of ſuch Marebauſe or Warehouſes, and the 

ats Officer or Officers for the {aid Inland Duty, attending the 
he Jame, affending berein, ſball not only be diſmiſſed, but ſhall 

alſo torteit for every ſuch Qffence the Sum of one hundred | 
Found. . — 

2 © Obſervation. This Section ſhews how exact the Ware» 
id, houſe Keeper muſt have been in his, Accounts; and that 

p- therefore we are right in what we ſaid upon the 4th and 
be 5th Sections: for when an Officer is to incur fo great 
ty, Penalties and Diſabilities, we cannot ſuppoſe that he will 
or truſt the weighing of the Tobacco, either when it is 
ir- put into his Warehouſe, or taken out, to any Cuſtom- 
nt Houſe-Officer, or to any Man but himſelf; for which 
bt x Reaſon we muſt ſuppoſe, that if this Scheme had taken 
ta Place, Tobacco upon Importation muſt have been firſt 
ys weighed at the Cuſtom-Houſe, and then again. at the 
2 Warehouſe; and upon Exportation it muſt have been firſt 
N weighed at the Warehouſe, and then again at the Cuſtom- 
N. Houſe, or if it was to have been but once weighed, we 
24 muſt ſuppoſe that both the Cuſtom - Houſe- Officers, and 
N, the Warehouſe-Keeper, muſt have attended at that weigh» 
1 ing, 
4. We ſhall make this further Remark upon this Section, 
e That this Scheme would have been altogether impracti- 
A cable, if we ſuppoſe that an Importer's Warehouſe was 
e. to have been examined once every ſix Months; for in 
4 weighing Tobacco upon Importation, there are general 
4 ly imployed two Men for weighing, aſſiſted by five or 
'5 fix Coopers, and eigbt or ten Porters, and all theſe Men 


27 together, ſeldom weigh above a Hundred Hqagſheads in 
A a Day. The weighing of Tobacco in 'a Warehouſe, 
2 would have required at leſt that Number of Men; and 
„ | there being in ſome Warehouſes Twelve or Fifteen Hun - 
Tr dred Hogſheads at a Time, we muſt conclude, that the 
1 Examination of ſuch a Warehouſe by any Number of 
y, Men that could have been ſet to work in it, would 
- have taken up at leaſt Three or Four Weeks; in all which 
1 Time, the Importer could not have pretended to have 
t fold a Hogſhead of the Tobacco there lodged ; and it 
is a Queſtion whether he would not, for his own ou 

; re 
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have been obliged to hire moſt of the Coopers and 
Porters neceſſary to be employed in making ſuch Examina - 
tion: For otherwiſe it may be ſuppoſed, that one Exami- 
nation would have been no ſooner over, but another would 
have begun; ſo that the Importer would have had little or 
no Time to have diſpoſed of his Tobacco there lodged. 
They who projected ſuch Schemes muſt have a moſt ſincere 
Regard for the Eaſe of the Britiſh Merchant, and the 
Encouragement of the 'Britiſh Trade. If the Revenue 
be but made ſecure, it is not material what Trouble, 
what Expence, or what Penalties and Loſſes the Dealer may 
be expoſed to. 


13. And be it further Enacted, by the Authority afore- 
ſaid, that it ſhall and may be lawful to and for the Proprie- 
tor and Proprietors of the Tobacco, ſo to be lodged in any 
fuch Farebouſe or Farebouſes, to affix one Lock to every 
ſuch Warębouſe, the Key whereof ſball remain with ſuch 
Proprietor or Proprietors ; and to and for the Officer or 
Officers, appointed by the Commiſſioners for the ſaid An. 
land- Duty, to atttend fuch Warebouſe or Warebouſes, to 
affix one other Lock upon every ſucb Warehouſe, the Key 
of which ſball remain with the ſaid Offiobr or Officers ; and 
the ſaid c roprietor or Proprietors ſball and may, in the 
Preſence of the ſaid Keeper or Keepers of ſuch l are- 
bon /e or Wareboujes, or of the Officer or Officer i for the 
Jaid Inland- Duty, appointed to attend the iame, (who are 
hereby obliged and required to attend at all ſuch ſea, onable 
Times for that Purpoſe, view, ſort, ſe paratèe and receive out 
of ſuch Farebouſe or Warebouſes, all ſuch of his Tobacco 
therein lodged, intended either to be conſumed in Great 
Britain, or exported to foreign Parts, or any Part thereof, 
in ſuch Manner, and upon juch Terms and Conditions as 
are in either of the ſaid Caſes by this Act before directed 
and preſeribed ; and if any ſuch Warebouſe-Keepers or 
other Officers ſball wilfully neglect or refuſe to attend at 
all ſeaſonable Times, as aforeſaid, when required ſo to 
do, every fuch Warebouſe-Keeper, or other Officer, ſo no- 
glecting or refuſing, ſhall be ſubje& to ſuch Penalties and 
Diſabilities as aforeſaid. 


Obſervation, From this Clauſe it appears, that no Mer- 
chant Importer could have properly called himſelf Maſter 
of his own Warehouſe, or of his own Goods : He could not 
have entered his Warehouſe, without having his Ware- 
houſe-Keeper along with him, nor could he have ſtayed 


; there 
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there longer than his Warehouſe- Keeper was inclined to 
ſtay with him, "Tis true, this Officer would have been 
obliged to have attended the Merchant at all ſeo/onable 
Hours, which I ſuppoſe means, that he muſt have attended 
on all'Cuſtomhouſe-Days, in the Summer Time, from Six 
in the Morning till Six at Night, and in the Winter Time, 
from Eight in the Morning, till Four in the Afternoon, al- 
lowing him a reaſonable Time for Breakfaſt and Dinner: 
But if the Merchant had wanted his Attendance on a Holi- 
day, or at any other extraordinary Time, he muſt have 
paid for it. This would certainly have ſubjected the Mer- 
chant to a great Expence ; and the Exciſeman, we may be- 
lie ve, would have raiſed his Demands on ſuch Occaſions, in 
Proportion as the Merchant ſunk in Fayour with the Com- 
miſſioners of Exciſe. 

This would have been a general Grievance : But there is 2 
particular Caſe which might have ſubjected ſome of the Mer- 
Chants to great Loſſes: If a Fire had happened in the Night, 
near to any of their Warehouſes, the Merchant might not 
perhaps have known where to have gone to fetch his Ware- 
houſe-Keeper ; and if he had known, the Warehouſe-Man 
would not haye been obliged to have attended him ; fo that he 
muſt have ſtood by to ſee his Goods burnt in the Warehouſe, 
or he muſt have paid a monſtrous Price to his Exciſeman, 
for diſturbing the Gentleman at ſuch an unſeaſonable Hour. 
This Caſe alone would have been ſufficient to have made every 
Tobacco Merchant in Britain the Slave of his Warehouſe- 
Keeper, or at leaſt of the Commiſſioners of Exciſe. 


14. Provided always, and be it enacted by the Authority a- 
foreſaid, that the jaid further Subſidy be ſtill payable at 
the Cuſtom-Houſe, ſubject to the Alterations berein after- 
mentioned, that is to ſay, Fbereas by the ſaid Act made in 
the gth Year of the Reign of bis Majeſty King George I. an 
Allowance of twenty-five Poung? per Cent, is directed to be 
made out of tbe ſaid further Subſidy, (among ſt other Duties 
on Tobacco therein mentioned,) and to be deducte d and al. 
lowed upon tbe Entry of the Importer, paying down ſuch 
farther Subſidy, which Allowance, reducing the ſame in 
Palue to tbree Farthings for every Pound of ſuch Tobacco; 
Be it enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That from and 

after the ſaid 24h Day of June, the ſaid fur tber Subſidy of 
one Penny per i ound upon Tabacco of the Britiſh Plantatt- 
ent, to be imported after the ſaid Day, ſhall be reduced to 
three Farthings per Pound, witFout making the ſaid Allow- 
ance of tuenty ive Pounds per Cent: thereon't ; * the 


* 
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. fame ſo reduced ta three Farthings per Pound. clear of all 
ons, ſball be levied, paid, and ſecured to his Ma. 
jeu during bis Life, in Manner following, that is to ſay, 
Alier the Maſter, or otber Perſon, baving Charge of any ſa 
Ship. bringing Tobacco into any Port of this Kingdom, ſhall E 
1 ba de made a Report of bis Ship, the Merchant-Importer, or th 
; ſome ather ?erſon. appointed by bim or ber, ſball take out a 
| ill er Hills at fight, to be granted in ſuch Manner as is 
directed hy an Act paſſed in the fourteenth Year of the 
Reignof King Charles Il. [intitue d, An Act for preventing 
Frauds, and regulating Abuſes in his Majeſty's Cuſtoms}, by 
q the Collector and Comptroller of ſuch Port; but without 
Security to be given or Depoſit made for ſuch further Suò- 
dy; the ſaid Mercbant or other Perion firſt ſpecifying the 
Number of Hogſbeads, or other Veſſeis or Package, cons 
taining ſuch Tobacco, with the. Marks and Number# 
thereof; and by Virtus of ſuch Biil or Bills at fight, the 
Hi ſbeadi or other Peſſels or Package, containing ſuch 
Tobacco, fhail be landed and ſball be weighed and num- 
deren in the Preſence of the Land-waiters 
| pointed to attend ſuch Ship, and one or more Officer or M 
| Ficers for the ſaid Inland. Duty, and thereupon ſuch Tobac- 
| co ſball be delivered into the Gare of an Officer for the ſaid 
| dnland-Duty, together with a Ticket ſigned by the Land: 
| Waiters and Officer or Officers for the ſaid Inland-Duty, 
| in whoſe Preſence ſuch Tobacco was ſo weighed, contain 
| ing the Marks, Numbers, and Contents of each Cask, or 0+ 
| ther Feſfel or Package, by what Perſon entred, and out of 
| what Ship ; and ſuch Officer for the ſaid Inland. Duty, into 
who/e Care ſuch Tobacco ſhall be delivered; ſball ſee the 
| Jame lodged in ſome Warebouſe or Marebouſes, to be ap- 
| proved by the ſaid Commiſſioners, or other Qfficers for the 
| aid inland-Duty, in Purſuance of this Act, under the Care 
| of the Keeper or Keepers of ſuch Farehouſe or Ware- 
bouſes, to be appointed as aforeſaid; to whom, or one of 
| them, the ſaid Ticket ſbatl be delivered and upon the Back 
| ef ſuch Bill or Bills at Sight, the proper Officer of the Cuſ- 
ters, eertify to the Coliector and Comptroller the Quan- 
tity of ſuch Tobacco ſo landed, weighed and ſent to ſuch 
Harebouſe or Warehouſes, with the Marks, Numbers, and 
| " Contents of each Caſk, or other Veſſel or Package, contain- 
43 ing the ſame ; And the Collector and Comptroller ſhall in- 
Pert the ſame in a proper Book, or Books, tobe kept for that 
| Purpoſe at the Cit/iam-Houſe, and therein charge the Ini 
porter with the ſaid further Subſidy ſo reduced to three Far · 
whings per Pound clear, as aforeſaid, who ſhall en warged 
vt) | | thereuit 
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therewith, till ſuch Time as the ſaid further Subſidy ſhallbe 
paid in Money for the ſaid Tobacco in Manner herein af- 
ter- mentioned, or ſball be diſcharged upon deltwering the 
ſaid Tobacco out of ſuch Wareboufe' or Harebouſes for 
Exportation, or in order to be manufactured for Exportu- 
tion, pur ſuant to the Direction of this Act. a 910! 


Obſervation. I have before given my Reaſons, why ft 
would have deen neceſſary for every Warehoule-Keeper, 
where any Tobacco was to have been lodged; to have 
attended the Weighing/ at the Cuſtom-Houſe, or to have 
had it again weighed at the Warebouſe: Though this 
does not feem to be made neceflary by this Clauſe, yet 
there is nothing in this Clauſe; nor in any other 'Clavie 
of the Bill, to oblige the Warehouſe Keeper to receive it 
as weighed at the Cujtom-Houfe, without" having it again 
weighed in his Preſence, before he allows it to go iſſto 
his Warehouſe. By the very Nature of the Thing, this 
f-cond Weighing would have been neceſſary ; for. no Man 
could have anſwered for it, that the Outgoings and In- 
comings at his Warehoufe, would have -exadtly"corre 
ſponded, unleſs he was to have feen every Parcel weighs 
ed when brought in, and every Parcel weighed when 
carried out. And as the Warehouſe- Keeper is not obk+ 
ged to attend at the Weighing at the Cuſtom-Honſe, it 
is eaſy to ſee that every Warehouſe-Keeper might have 
obliged: his Merchant when he was appointed to attend, 
to have ſet up a Mac bine at every one of his Wares 
houſes,” for the Weighing of his Tobacco before it was 
brought in, or ſent away. As to this Hardſhip, there is n 
Relief given by this Clauſe to the Merchant; but we 
find that there are a Couple of new Attendants given to 
him at the Time of his importing, viz, Two Officers for 
the Inland- Duty; and I take it for a certain Rule, that 
the more Officers a Man has to apply to, the greater his Ex- 
pence muſt be; There is no getting common Juſtice or-DiF-- 
patch from any Office, or Officer, without dropping a Fee, or 
giving a handſome Entertainment: He only is free, he only 
is bappy, who» bas nothing to do with Offices or Officer; 
and the more of ſuch Blood. Sucker a Man has to do with, 
the greater Slave, the more wretched, he muſt be. | 

The Advocates for this Scheme before it appeared in 
the World, inſiſted much upon the Advantage it Would 
be of to Trade, becauſe thereby our Ports were to have 
been all made free Ports: The Merchants were to have 
been freed from all chat n and Charge they are 
C 4 | put 
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« put to upon Importation, at leaſt with reſpect to thoſe 
Goods brought under the Laws of Exciſe: But this Clauſe 
ſhews that no ſuch Thing was ever intended; on the con- 
. trary, the Merchant was to have been put to more Trouble 
and Expence both upon Importation and Ex portation than be- 
fore. If indeed the Merchant had been freed of all Trouble 
and Charge at the Cuftom- Houſe, it would have been ſome 
Eaſe to him, it would have been ſome Compenſation for his 
| being ſubjected to the Laws of Exciſe, and to the Inſpection of 
Exciſemen; it would have been an Advantage, at leaſt to our 
foreign Trade; but then we ſhould not have had Uſe for fo 
many Officers of the Cuſtoms ; ſome of them muſt have 
been diſmiſſed; and I much queſtion, whether it was ever the 
Deſign of the Promoters of this Scheme, to diminiſh the 


Number of thoſe Officers who are ſo much under the Ma- 


nagement of the Treaſury ; for our Politicks of late Years 
have intended rather to encreaſe, than diminiſh the Num- 
ber of Officers employed in all the Branches of the publick 
Revenue. | - | 
There was indeed an accident happened ſome few Years 
ago, which gave me great Hopes of the future Felicity of my 
Country : It gave me a moſt extraordinary Opinion of the 
Integrity and - Uprigbtneſs of the Views of ſome Men, 
That was the - aboliſhing of the Duty on Salt: The diſ- 
mi{ſing of ſuch a Number of Officers at once; the parting 
with a Tax which was of ſo great Uſe to thoſe in the 
Adminiſtration, made me hope for Halcyon Days indeed ; 
it was what I in this Age ſo little expected, that I grew 
elate beyond Meaſure upon ſeeing it agreed to. But 
my good Opinion of theſe Men did not long continue: 
Neceſſity it ſeems occaſioned its being revived. I hope 


that Neceſſity will laſt no longer than the Term of us 
Revival. | f . 


15. And be it further Enacte d by the Authority afore- 
aid, that before any ſuch Tobacco ſhall be taken out of any 
Aich Warehouſe for Home Conſumption, the Proprietor, or 
firſt Buyer thereof, ſhall make an Entry, with the Collec- 
tor and Comptroller of the Cuſtoms at the Port wherein the 


aid Tobacco ſhall have been imported, or of ſo much 


obacco as ſuch Proprietor, or firſt Buyer, intends to take 
out of any ſuch Warehouſe, either to be ſold for Home Con- 
Jumption or to be conſumed within this Kingdom; and 
Hall upon ſuch Entry pay down in ready Money to ſuch 
Collector the ſaid further Subſidy ſo reduced to three Far- 
things per Pound, clear as aforeſaid, for the Quantity of 
| | 4 Tobacco 
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Tobacco for which be ſball make ſuch Entry; And the 
Keeper of ſuch Warebouſe ſball not deliver, or permit to 
be delivered out of the ſame, any Tobacco to be ſold for 
Home Conſumption, or to be conſumed within this King- 
dom, until a Certificate, ſigned by ſuch Collector, Comp - 
troller, or other proper Officer, ſhall be firſt delivered to 
him; importing that the ſaid Collector bath received the 
ſaid further Subſidy ſo reduced to three Farthings per 
Pound clear for all ſuch Tobacco ſo to be delivered out, 


under the Penalty of treble the Value of ſuch Tobacco, 
which ſball be delivered out before Certificate ſhall have 
been delivered to bim as aforeſaid; And when any ſuch 
Tobacco ſhall in due Manner, according to the Directions 
of this Act, be taken out of any ſuch M arebouſe for Expor- 
tation, or in order to be manufactured for Exportation, 
then, upon producing a Certificate thereof, ſigned by the 
Keeper of ſuch Warebouſe, appointed in purſuance of this 
Act, to the Collector of the Fort wherem ſuch Tobacco 


ſball have been imported, the Charge upon ſuch Importati- 


on in ſuch Book or Books ſball be writ off and diſebarged 


for jo much of ſuch Tobacco as ſhall be expreſſed in ſuch 


Certificate. vt 


Obſervation. This Section leads us to conſider the Hard» 
ſhips put upon the Merchant in the Sale of his Tobacco. 
Even the greateſt Merchant ſells ſometimes for Home Con- 
ſumption not above a Hogſhead at a Time. For every 
ſuch Sale, if this Scheme had ſucceeded, he muſt have 
gone to the Collector of the Cuſtoms for a Certificate, and 
for each of thoſe he muſt” have paid at leaſt a little Exe 
pedition Money; then he muſt have gone to the Collector 
of the Inland. Duty, in order to pay that Duty, and have a 
Certificate from him, which could not have been always 
ready, a great many ſuch Certificates would perhaps 
have been writing out at a Time, and he muſt have 
attended till his Turn came, or have paid for extraor- 
dinary Diſpatch : Next he muſt have gone with theſe Cer- 
tificates, in order to find out his Varebouſe- Keeper, who 
muſt have ſeen the Tobacco weighed before he could have 
allowed it to have been delivered, and here again he muſt 
have paid a little Expedition Money: And, laſtly, he muſt 
have gone to the Permit-Office, for a Permit to have been 
delivered with it to the Buyer; where he muſt again 
have paid ſomething jor Diſpatch. So that for the Sale 
of every Hogſhead of Tobacco, he muſt have gone to a t 
leaſt four different Offices, far diſtant perl ꝑs fiom one 5 0 
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ther, and att ended ſome Time at every one, or otherwiſe. 

ecmuſt have paid a. Fee to each: The Retiiler muſt have 
attended all this Time,; and we ſhall afterwards Tee. 
what new Troubles he became liable to. But the worſt 
of. all is, that no Merchant, if this Scbeme had taken Ef- 
fect, could have fold a Leaf of his Tobacco on a Cuſtom- 
houſe Holiday, or on any other Day but at Cuſtom houſe 
Hours. Tus the Retailers, who know at preſent but 
little of thoſe Days or Hours, would have been often diſ- 
appointed; and after walking from one End of the Town to 
the other, he would have been told. it was Cuſtom-houſe 
Holiday, and would have been often obliged to have re- 
turned Home again, without doing any Bulineſs, Yet this 
was a Scheme contrived for the Eaſe and Encouragement of 


* 


the fair Trader. | . 


16. And be it further Enaqted by the. Authority afare- 
ſaid, That i, any Tobacco of; the Britiſh... Plantations 
ſpall after .the ſaid 24 Day of June be unſhipped, 
with Intention to be laid on Land within this Kingdom, 
before a Bill or | Bills at Sight ſhall have been granted 
for the ſame by the Collector and Comptro'ler of the Cuſtoms 
as aforeſaid, all ſuch Tobacco ſo unſhipped, with Inten- 
tion to be laid on Land, contrary to the true Meaning 
bereof; ſhall be forfeited, and alſo the Perſons who ſhall be 
aſhiſting or otberwi'e concerned in unſbipping the ſame, or 
to whoſe Hands the ſame ſball knowingly come after the 
unſbipping ibereo/, ſhall torteit t. ele the Yalue thereof, 
together with the Horſes, Carts, and other Carriages, made 
uſe f in the Landing, Removing, Carriage or Conuvey- 
ance "of any ſich Tobacco, one Moiety of all which 
Penalties and Forfeitures ſhall be to the Uſe of his Ma- 
jeſty, and the other Moiety ta bim or them that ſball 
ſeias or ſue for the ſame, ta be recovered by Bill. 
Piatint, ar Information, in the Court of Exchequer at 
Wettiniafter, for ſuch: Offences as ſhall be committed in 
_ -that--Part of Great Britain called England, and in tbe + 
Cburt of Exchequer. at Edinburgh, for ſuch Offences as + 
ſpballi be committed in that Part of Great Britain called 
Scotland ; wherein no Efſoyn, Protection, or Mager of. 
Luu, ſball be allowed. * 1 | 


Obſer vation. This Clauſe has nothing new, and con- 
ſequently nothing very extraordinary in it; but it were 
to- be wiſhed, that in all ſuch Clauſes there. were an 
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Exception for Ships drove on Shore by Streſs of Weather ß 
for it would be hard not to allow fach Ships to bring their 


Tobacco to Land, in order to fave it from being damaged 


| by the Salt Water, or perhaps entirely loſt, 


* ; Þ And be it furtber Enacted by the Authority afores. 


ſaid, That on or before the ſaid 24h Day of June 17 337. 


all and every Tobacconiſt, Grocer, Chandler, and all and 
every other Perſon or Perſons, Bodies Politick or Cars" 


porate, who ſball then be a Seller of, or Dealer in ſuch 


Tobacco; and ail and every Cutter, Stripper, or otber 
Manufacturer of Tobacco, upon his own Account, or for" 
the Le of any other Perſons whatſoever, ſhall make a true 
and particular Kntry in Writing of all Warebouſes,- 
Storeboujes, Rooms, - Shops, Faults, Cellars, and otber 
Places, by him, ber, or them reſpectively made uſe of, for 
the keeping, cutting, tripping, or atherwiſe manufacture 
ing any Tobacco, ut the Offee to be appointed for the. 
aid Inland Du) bereby granted within the Compaſ5-or 
Diviſion wherein juch MWarebouſes, Store huuſę gs, . Rooms, 
Shops, Faults, Cellars, or other Places, ſhall be re- 


ſpectively fituated ; and alſo of all ſitch\'Tobacca manu- 
facture d, or not manufactured, which ot the Time of mat \ 


ing ſuch reſpective Entries ſball be in ſuch #arebouſes, 
Storebouſes, Rooms, Shops, Faults, Cellars, or other Pla- 
ces, every or any of them, upon Pain of forfriting the Sum 
of two hundred Found for every ſuch Ware bouſe, Store- 

bouſe, Room, Sbop, Fault, Cellar, or other Face, which: 
from and after the ſaid a Day of June ſball be ſo made 

uſe of by any of ſuch Tobaconiſt, Grocer, Chandler, Manu- 


facturer, or other Perſon or Ferſons, Lodtes Politick on 


Corporate, dealing in, ſelling or manufacturing Tobacco, 
without making ſuch Entry thereof, as aforeſaid; tage- 
ther with all the Tobacco which hu be found therein, and 
alſo all and every the Casks, Veſſels, or Package, contain- 
ing the ſame. | 


' Obſervation. Here is a neu Crime created, and many 
Thouſands of People ſubjected to it; for not only all Per- 
ſons who are or ſhall be Tobacconiſts, but likewiſe all Coun- 
try Grocers and Chandlers, and alſo all Inn-Keepers, Vint- 
ners, and Alehouſe-Keepers, muſt by this and the following 


Clauſe have entered their Houſes as Tobacco-Sbops. And 


it ·is not to be doubted. but that many poor Men who do not 
think of reading Acts of Parliament, would have throbgh 


Jenoranee incurred the Penalty, 1 ſhould have there- 
ore 


Wy 8 f 
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fore thought it proper to have added a Clauſe for obliging 
the Parſon of every Pariſh, and the Peacher in every Meet- 
ing, to have read this Act at leaſt twice or thrice from the 
Pulpit before the ſaid 24th of une, that his Majeſty's faith» 
ju Subject might have been appriſed of the Danger they 
were expoſed to by their Repre/-ntatives in Parliament. 
And by the following Clauſe ſuch publick Reading, at leaſt 
once a Quarter, would have been neceſſary in all Time to 
come. | 


18. And be it further Enacted by the Authority a- 
foreſaid, That all and every Tobacconiſt, Grocer, Chan- 
dler, and every other Perſon or Perſons, Bodies Politich 
or Corporate, who after the ſaid 24th Day of June ſhall be- 
come a Seller or Sellers of Tobacco, or who ſhall employ 
bim, ber, or \ themſelves in dealing in or manufacturing 
the ſaid Commodity, either by wholeſale op retail, ſhall be- 
fore be, ſhe, or they ſball take any Tobacco, intended 
either for Sale or Manufacture, into bis, her, or their 
Cuſtody, make à like particular Entry in Writing of the 
ſeveral and reſpeftive Warebouſes, Storebouſes, Rooms, 
Shops, Faults, Cellars, and other Places intended by 

bim, ber, or them reſpectiveiy to be made uſe for the keep» 
ni. cutting, ſtripping, or otherwiſe manufatturing To- 
bacco, on Pain of forfeiting te Sum of two hundred 
Pounds for every ſuch Warebouſe, Storebouſe, Room, 
Shop, Fault, Cellar, or other Place ſo to be made Uſe 
, of, without making ſuch Entry as aforeſaid ; together 
with all the Tobacco which ſball be found therein, 
and the Casks, Veſſels, or Package, containing the ſame, 


Obervation. By this and the foregoing Section, every 
Dealer in Tobacco would have been obliged not only to 
have entered his Shop, Cellars, or Warehouſes, where he 
uſually kept his Tobacco, but he would have heen obliged 
to have entred his Dwelling-Houſe, and every Room there- 
in, not excepting even his Wife's or his Daughier's Bed- 
Room ; for if he had left one Room wnentred, it would 
always have been in the Power of any Servant-Maid, Jour- 
ney-Man, or Prentice, to have ruined him by clandeſiinely 
removing a Quantity of Tobacco from the Shop or Ware 
houſe into the unentered Room, and then going directly 
for the Exciſeman to come and ſeize; by which the un- 
fortunate Dealer would have been ſubjected to the Penal- 
ty of two hundred Pounds, beſides the Scandal of being 
| ; | deemed 
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geemed a Smuggler and an unfair Trader, O Bleſſed 
Scheme, for the Encouragement of the fair Trader ! Surely 
the making uſe of ſuch a Pretence, for the Support of ſuch 
a Scheme is ſhewing the utmoſt Contempt for the Under- 
ſtandings of all the fair Traders in England. | 


19. And be it further Enacted by the Authority aforg- 
ſaid, That from and after the ſaid 24th Day of June no 
Tabacco ſball be brought into any ſuch laſt mentioned Ware- 
| bouſe, Storehouſe, Room, Shop, Vault, Cellar, or other 
Place made uſe of for keeping or manufacturing Tobacco, 
by any ſuch Tobacconiſt, Grocer, Chandler, Manufactur- 
er, or other Perſon or Perſons, Bodies Politick or Corporate 
without bis, her, or their firſt giving Notice thereof to the 
Officer of the ſaid Inland Duty hereby granted, of the 
Diviſion or Place in which ſuch Farebouſe, Storebouſe, 
Room, Shop, Vault, Cellar, or other Place, wherein ſuch 
Tobacco is intended to be lodged or manufactured, is fi 
" tuated, and producing to the ſaid Officer, and leaving 
with bim an authentick Certificate, ſigned by the Keeper 
or Keepers of ſuch Warebouſe or Warebouſes in which 
ſucb Tobacco bas been lodged, upon the Importation and 
Entry thereof at the Cuftom- Houſe, or by the ſaid Officer 
for the ſaid Inland Duty, within the Diviſion from whence 
ſuch Tobacco ſhall bave been brought, that the Inland. 
Duty by this Act charged upon the ſaid Tobacco, and the 
further Subſidy, have been actually paid; or that the ſame 
had been condemned as forfeited, or was part of the Stock 
in Hand of ſome Tobacconift, Grocer, Chandler, Manu- 
facturer, or other Ferſon or Perſons, Bodies Politick or 
Corporate, ſelling, dealing in, or manufacturing Tobacco 
as aforeſaid, duly entered at the Office for the ſaid In- 
land- Duty according to the Direction of this Act, ex- 
preſſing the Quantity and Quality of the Tobacco /o to 
be brought in, and in what Place the ſaid Inland-Duty 
was paid, or where the ſame bad been condemned as for- 
feited, or of whoſe Stock in Hand ſuch Tobacco was part, 
on Pain of forfeiting the ſame and treble the Value there. 
of, together with the Casks, Veſſels, or Package, contain» 
ing the ſame, 


Obſervation. By this Section we ſee what a vaſt Trouble 
the Retailers of Tobacco would have been expoſed to; — 
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Marehouſe or Shop, they could not have removed an Ounce of 
vi 1 g N 2 9 ” . y 

Tobacco, even from one of their own Storehouſes to ano- 
"ther, without, applying perhapsto f Officers for that Pur- 


poſe. They muſt have applied to the Officer of the { 0 
land-. Duty for the Diviſion, in order to have given him No- 
tice, that an Ounce of Tobacco was to have been removed 
from ſuch a Storehouſe or. Warehouſe to their Shop, or to 
Another Warehouſe ; and if the Tobacco was to have been 
Temoved from one Warehouſe to another Warebouſe or 
hop, which happened to be in a different Diviſion, ano- 
er Application muſt have been made to the Officer of the 
Diviſion into which the Tobacco was to be removed. What 
a teeming Scheme was this of ne Offices and Officers 
Sure the Projector muſt have been much in Love with 
being Maſter af an Office, and muſt haye well known what 
4 Profit it brings, and what a Dependence it creates, __ 
But ſuppoſe the Officer who was to give the Certificate 
mould have neglected to make the Certificate according to 
the Direction of this Clauſe, what would have been the 
Sonlequence? The Tobacconiſt would haye certainly For- 
Feited his Tobacco, Scr. together with the treble Value 
thereof, if he had happened to be a Man who was dif 
zzreeable to the Commiſſioners of Exciſe ; ſo that the boneft 
Fobacconiſt might have been ruined by the Neglect, per- 
haps, by the criminal Oni/ſion of the Exciſeman, againſt 
whom he could not have had any Redreſs. Can it be 
poſſible that the Guardians of the Liberties and Proper. 
ties of the People would have confented to ./uch. a 
Clauſe ? 


20. And be it further Enafted by the Authority afore- 
ſaid, That from and after the ſaid 24th Day of June, ns 
Tobacco ſhall be ſold, uttered, or expoſed to Sale, (unleſs 
when intended for immediate Conſumption, in any Quanti- 
ties not exceeding three Qunces,) but in ſome or one of the . 
ſaid Warebouſes, Storebouſes, Rooms, Shops, Faults, Cel. 
lars, or otber Places, Jo entered as a/oreſaid, or in ſome © 
or one of the ſaid Warebouſe s, to be approved of by the 
Commiſſioners. far the Inland-Duty bereby granted, for 
the keeping Tobacco upon or after the Importation and 
Entry thereof at the Cuſtom-Houſe, upon Pain of forfeit- 
ing the ſame, and treble the Value thereof, together 
with the Casks, Veſſels, or Package containing the ſame. 


Otferr 
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"ina. I map eee Dalton hs: 
Geer this would not have obliged. all the Importers to have 
Emered their Houſes, or at leaſt their Compting - Houſes. or 
thoſe Rooms where they kept or ſhe wed their Samples: 
We are to conſider that this Queſtion was to have been de- 
termined by the Commiſſioners of Exciſe. But we are cer- 
tain that by this Clauſe all Vintners would have been oblig- 
ed to have entred their Club- Roams as Tobacco- Shops, be- 
cauſe 2 numerous Club would always have. required to have 
had more than three Ounces of Tobacco laid upon the —_ 
at Once. 


21. And be it i further E Enacted * the + ani as 
ſaid, That from and afier the ſaid 24th Day of June; where 
any Tobacco fhall be ſold or delivered out to be manufactu- 
red from any of the ſaid entred FHlaces, in any (quantity 
above the Weight of fix Pounds, the. Qfficer or Officers of 
the ſaid Intand-Duty, for the reſpe tive Diviſions or Haces 
where the ſame ſball be ſo ſo d or delivered, ſball be obliged, 
and are bereby required, upon Requeſt of the Seller or 
Sellers, Proprietor or troprietors thereof, without” Fee ar 
Remard, to give to the reſpeftive Hier or Buyers, Mas 
nufacturer or Manufacturers thereof,” Certificates in Writs 
ing, expref/jing tbe Quantities fold or ' delivered to be ma- 
nufactured, and the Names of the reſpective | Buyers, 
Sellers, Proprietors, and Manufacturers, ſigned by' the 

| ſaid Officer or Officer, certifying: that the Duty thereon 
charged by this Act bath been paid, or that the ſaid To- 
bacco bad been condemned as forefeited, or was Part of 
Suck Stock in Haud as aforeſuid; which Certificate: ſball 
be produced to, and left with the Officer or Officer i fav. 
tbe ſaid Duty of the reſpective Diviſions into which the 
ſaid Tobacco ſball be carried, to fatisfy the fuid Officer 
or Officers" that no Duties are to. he anſwered- for the 
Jane, and that the ſeixing ther eof may be Nn * 


23. rd be it further Enacted by the Au thority aforei 
„That um and after the ſaid "24th Day of June, 

no Tobacco, exceeding the Quantity of ſix Pounds, be res 
moved or carried from any Part of this Kingdom ty Land. 
or by Hater without a Permit ur Certificate Jigned by 
one or more of the , of the w_ Inland Du bere- 


— 


50 
by granted, expreſſing the Names and Places of Abode 
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of the Buyers, "Sellers, Proprietors, Manufacturers, or 
- other Perſon or Perſons, upon whoſe Account ſuch To- 
bacco ſball be removed, and certifying the Quantity and 
Lind of the ſaid Tobacco; and that bis Majeſty's Inland- 


Duty charge d thereon by this Act was duly paid and ſatiſ- 


d, or that the ſame bad been condemned as forfened, or 
-was Part of ſuch Stock in Hand as aforeſaid ; on Pain of 
-forfeiting the Tobacco which ſhall be found carrying from 
tone Place to another without ſuch Permit or Certificate, 
together with the C asks, Veſſels, or Package containing the 
ſame. J 


Obſervation. Here again is Byſineſ7 for Offices and 
Officers of Exciſe. A Retailer could not ſell out of his Shop 
to any one Cuſtomer at a Time ſeven Pounds of Tobacco, or 
-upwards, but two Officers muſt be applied to. The Seller 
muſt apply for a Certificate to the Officer of his Diviſion, and 
the Buyer muſt apply to the Officer of bis Diviſion, in order 
to leave the Certificate with him. We may believe that 
theſe Officers would have been often out of the Way, unleſs 
they had been well paid for: Diſpatch, more eſpecially, if the 
Buyer and Seller had been ſuch Men as were obnoxious to 
the Commiſſioners; Even a Gentleman going from London 
to his Country Seat, muſt not have carried above /i Pounds 
of a favourite 'Tobacco with him, without applying to the 
Officer of Exciſe within whoſe Diviſion his Houfe happen- 
ed to be ſituated. N. B. Theſe Certificates every Man 
bon have had, beſides the Permits mentioned in the next 
Section. 1 | vi 


33. And be it furtber Enacted by the Authority afore- 


. ſaid, Thar from and after the ſaid 24th Day of June, the 


Commiſſioners for Management of the ſaid Inland-Duty 
are hereby impowered and required to provide and deliver 
to the reſpective Sellers of, and Dealers in ſuch Tobacco 
as aforeſaid, printed Books of Permits, with Counterparts, 
for tbe ſending out of any ſuch Tobacco, not exceeding 
the Quaniity of one hundred Weight, nor under the 
Quantity of {ix Pounds, to any one Perſon; in which 
Hermit and Counterpart proper Blanks. ſball be left for 
inſerting the Quantity that ſuch Permit and Counterpart 
hall ſerve for, the Names and Places. of Abode of ſuch: 
Seller of, or Dealer in Tobacco, and of the Perſon to 
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whom ſuch Quantity is to be ſent out, and alſo the Day: 
of the Month and Tear in which the {ame ſball be ſent out: 
FW bich Book, with Counterparts, every ſucb Seller of, or 
Dealer in Tobacco is hereby required to keep, to be ith 


Spetted by the Officer or Officers,for the ſaid Inland Duty; 


.Andevery.juch Seller of, or Dealer in Tobacco ſhall before 

be, ſhe, or they, ſend out any Quantity of Tobacco not ex · 
eeeding one hundred Weight, nor under ſix Pounds, by ſuch 

Permit, firſt enter in the Permit and Counterpart, the Day 

of the Month, and the Year in which the ſame 1s ſent out, 
and alſo the Names and Places of Abode of ſuch Seller of, 
or Dealer in Tobacco, and of the Perſon to whom the ſame 
is to be ſent, and alſo the Quantity that ſucb Permit and 
Counterpart ſball ſerve for; And if any ſuch Seller of, 
or Dealer in Tobacco ſball ſend out any Quantity of To- 
bacco, not exceedins one hundred Weight, nor under fix 

Pounds, without ſuch Permit, or firſt having made all ſuch 
Entries in the ſaid. Permit and Counterpart as aforeſaid, 
or ſball not produce to the Officer for the ſaid Duty the 
Counterparts of ſuch Permits, and likewiſe the Permits that 
ſball not have been made uſe of when be ſhall demand the 
Same, be, ſbe, or they, ſball for amy the aforeſaid Offen- 
ces forfeit the Sum of one hundred Pounds. | 


Obſervation. By this Clauſe every little Seller of To- 
bacco who could not write, muſt have given up his Buſi- 
neſs, or would have been obliged to have kept a Book-Keep- 
er; and every great Retailer would have been obliged to 
have kept a new Servant at high Wages to fill up the Per- 
mits ; I fay, a Servant at high Wages, becauſe he muſt ak 
ways have been of an extreme good Character, for that by 
filling up the Counterparts of the Permits wrong, or neglecting 
to fill them up, it would always have ba in his Power 
to have ſubjected his Maſter to the Penalty of one hundred 
Pounds; and even ſuppoſing the Maſter or his Servant to 
have been as exact as poſſible, yet it would have been always 


in the Power of every little /nformer, every little unknown 
Exciſeman, to have ſubjected any honeſt Tobacconiſt to 
this Penalty, unleſs the Tobacconiſts had reſolved never 
to ſell a Quantity of above //ix- Pounds to a Stranger; for 
if any of them did, a Rogue, or an unknown Exciſeman, 
might haye: come and bought ſeven or eight Pound of To- 
bacco, and have given him a wrong Name to be filled up in 
the Permit ; and then ſome of his Accomplices might have 
AY Hs gone 
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gone and lodged an Infor mation againſt the Tobacconiſt, for 
filling up in his Permit the Name of a Man who was mot 
in being. This, Gentlemen, is no groundieſs Conjecture: 
ITghis is a Piece of Knavery that has already deen practiſed. 
2s J am informed, againſt the Dealers in Coffee, &c. in 

quence of à Clauſe of the {ame Nature in the famous 
Act which ſubjected them to the Laws of Exciſe. 

Now leave it to my Readers to judge what a Condition 
the 'Tobacconifts would nave been in: Every one of them 
muſt have feſolved never to ſell above ix Pounds of To- 
bacco to 4 Stranger; if they ever did, they expoſed them» 
ſelves to the Danger of forfeiting one hundred Pounds, from 
which no Honeſty, no Hane ſs of theirs; or their Ser- 
yants, could have freed them; and if once the Penalty had 
become forfeited, - they muſt have paid the utmoſt Farthing, 
if they nod happened Nat to be in the good Graces of the 
Commiſſioners of Exciſe, or rather of their Patron the firſt 
Commiſſioner, of the Treaſury tor the Time being. Is not 
this creating a ſtaviſh Dependence. upon Court Favourites? 
Is not this a on Annihilation both of the Liberty and Pro» 
perty of a very co] rahle Part of his Majeſty's faithful 
Subjects? And can it be, ſaid that any Man who has a Ke · 
gard to Liberty. that any Man who has a Regard to his 
Country, or that any Man who has a Regard to his 
Fellow · Creature, would have conſented to ſuch a Glauſe, or 
would extol or promote à Scheme which was: to introduce 
ſuch à general, ſuch an ahject Slavery? This, Gentlemen, 
could be no Oyer-lzght in the Drawing up of [this Bill, the 
4 l the Hazard which bone Dealers would 
have been thereby ſubiected to, was well known, becauſe 
ſome of the Dealers in Office, Gr. had before ſuffered by 
a like Clauſe; ee 1h the Endeavouring to ſubject 
ſo many more 95 his Majeſty's faithful Subjects to ſuch 
We unavoidable. Danger, muſt for ever remain inexcu/- 
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E o ee in 2 Juch Tobacco, rade fend out 
27 ad one Permit mere than one. Eau Tobacco, 
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Obſervation. This is a Reſtraint which even the Dealers 
in, Coffee and Tea are not ſubjected to; and I cannot find 
any R:aſon for ſubjecting the Dealers in Tobacco to ſuch a 
Reſtraint, unleſs it be the creating of a_ new Crime, and 
making an Action in itſelf abſolutely indifferent liable to a 
great Penalty, by which the Innocent may be enſnared, 
a Thing which the Projector of this Scheme ſeems to be 
very fond of. I ſuppoſe the Quantity here intended is a 
Quantity of an hundred Weight as mentioned in the laſt 


25. And be it further Enacted by the Authority afore- 
ſaid, That ij upon Inſpection of the Counterpart or Coun- 
terparts of any Permit or Permits, that ſhall have been 
taten out of ſuch Permit Book, for the ſending out any ſuch 
Tobacco as aforeſaid, and examining the Stock of am 
ſuch Seller of, or Dealer in Tobacco, there ſhall not ap- 
pear à ſuitable Decreaſe to anſwer the Quantity men- 
tianed in the Counterpart or Counterparts of Jucb Permit 
or Permits, the ſurplus 8 of Tobacco, over and a- 
dove what ought to have been remaining in Stock, ſhall be 
deemed and taken to be brought in without any Permit, and 
ſball be forteited ; all which Permits or Certificates ſhall 
contain and expreſs a Time therein limited; during 
which the-ſame-ſball continue in Force, and within that 
Time, ſball be produced, and left with the Officer for 
tbe. ſaid ſnland-Duty, of the Diviſion or Place to which 
ſuch Tobacco ſball be carried to, to prevent the ſeizing 


_ thereof. 


Obſervation. From this we may ſee how exact all the 
Retailers of Tobacco muſt have been, in or der to ſave them- 


ſelves from Forfeitures and Ignominy. If they, or their 


Servants had happened by Miftake to fill up a wrong Sum in 
the Counterpart of the Permit, they expoſed themſelves to 
N of being deemed Smugglers, and the Danger of 
feiting perhaps a large Quantity of Tobacco, beſides other 
nalties : And this Miſtake, it would have been impoſſible 
for any Man to rectify, without a great deal of Favour and 
Aſſiſtance from the Commiſſioners, which he could not 
have expeRed, -unleſs he had always ſhewa himſelf an bumble 
Slave to the Prime. Miniſter. | K 
Suppoſe for Example, a great Retailer in Zoxdon ſells 
a Thouſand Weight of Tobacco to 2 Country Retailer, and 
his -Book-keeper in filling up the 3 the. 
| ermits, 


* 
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Permits, forgets a Cypher, and puts ten inſtead of a hun- 
dred in each Permit; when the Exciſeman comes next to 
examine his Shop, he finds that the real Decreaſe in his 
Shop appears to be Nine Hundred Pounds more than the 
Decreaſe in the Permit Book. Upon this he lodges an In- 
formation againft him, that he had ſent out Nine Hundred 
Pounds of Tobacco without a Permit, and had therefore be- 
come liable to the Penalty of one Hundred Pound, by Secti- 
on 23. of this Bill. | - 
Suppoſe, again, that ſuch a Retailer ſells only a Hun- 
dred Pounds Weight of Tobacco to Ten different Cuſtom- 
ers, and his Book-Keeper, in filling up the Counter-parts of 
the Permits, happens by Miſtake to add a Cypher, and put 
2 Hundred inſtead of Ten. When the Exciſeman comes to 
examine the Stock, and inſpect the Book of Permits, he finds 
in Stock Nine Hundred Pounds of Tobacco more than 
ought to be there by the Permit-Book; whereupon he by + 
this Clauſe immediately ſeizcs Nine Hundred Pounds of the 
Tobacco in the Shop, as having been brought in without pay- 
ing any Duty. | nne 
Tubus the Retailer in the one Caſe forfeits one hundred 
Pounds, and in the other Caſe he forfeits nine hundred 
Pounds of Tobacco, which at Eigbt Pence per Pound, 
amounis to 30 J. In either of which Caſes, how ſhall 
he remedy himſelf ? Perhaps the Entry was likewiſe wrong 
made in his Books; and then he cannot rectify his Miſ- 
take, without ſeeing all the Permits ſent out by him from 
the laſt Time of his accounting with his Exciſeman, or 
the Certificates of the Exciſe Officers, which were ſent 
along with theſe Permits, according to the Directions of 
the 21/} and 22d Sections; the Permits and Certificates 
having been all delivered to the reſpective Officers of the 
Diviſions to which the ſeveral Quantities of Tobacco were 
carried, he cannot obtain a Sight of them, without the 
Aſſiſtance of the Commiſſioners of Exciſe; which they 
may Grant or Refuſe, But ſuppoſing that his own 
Books are right, and that he can from thence diſcover 
before the Commiſſioners, and the Permit, the Counter- 
part of which he by his Books diſcovers to have been 
wrong filled up, may have been loſt, or deſtroyed, or per- 
haps the Officer that got it may reſuſe to ſhew it, or to 
come before the Commiſſioners to be examined; in which 
Caſe the unfortunate Tobacconiſt has no Way of proving his 
Innocence, (which by-the-by he is obliged to do) without the 
Authority of the Commiſſioners of Exciſe, which they are 
not 


& — 
Dulce e. 

got obliged by any Clauſe in this Bill o give. But ſuppoſe 
that they ſhould grant ſuch a Favour ; yet, if they pleaſed, 
they might make the Trial ſo troubleſome and expenſive 
to him, that even a conſiderable Dealer would find his Ac- 
count in ſubmitting to the Penalty, rather than to the Trouble 
and Expence of juſtifying his Condut, | 


26. And it is bereby ſurther Enacted by the Authority 
aforeſaid, That all and every Perſon or Ferſons who ſhall 
ſell. or deal in Tobacco, from and after the ſaid 24th 
Day of June, 1733. ſhall, and they are bereby directed 
and required, to keep an Account of all ſuch ſmall Quan. 
tities or Parcels of Tobacco, not exceeding the Weight 
of Six Pounds in one Parcel, as be or they ſhall ſell 
or . diſpoſe of in each Day, and ſhall every Night enter 
Into a Book, to be kept for that purpoſe, an Account of 
the groſs Quantities of the ſaid Commodity which have 
been by bim, her, or them, fold and delivered in that 
Day, in ſuch ſmall Quantities or Parcels as aforeſaid ; 
"And the ſaid Sellers of, or Dealers in Tobacco, ſball alſo 
keep one otber Book, wherein they ſball ſeverally enter 
every Quantity and 7arcel of Tobacco above the Weight of 
Six Pounds, which he, ſhe, or they, ſhall ſell and deliver 
in each Day: which jaid Books ſhall be, and are bereby 
directed to be prepared for the making ſuch Entries as 
aforeſaid, and delivered upon Demand to the reſpective 
Sellers of, and Dealers in Tobacco, by the Commiſſioners 
for the ſaid Inland-Duty, or by ſuch Perſons as the ſaid 
Commiſſioners ſball for that Purpoſe direct and appoint. 
27. Provided always. that the Seller of, or Dealer in To- 
bacco as aforeſaid ſhall bave in bis or ber Cuſtody, 
more than one ſuch Book of each ſort at the ſame 
Time, and that when the ſaid Book or Books in bis or 
ber - Cuſtody, ſhall be filled up reſpectively, the ſame 
ſhall be returned to the Officer or Officers for the 
Said Inland-Duty, from whom they were ſeverally received, 
upon the Oatb, or, in Caſe of a Quaker, upon the ſp- 
lemn Affirmation of ſuch Seller or Sellers, Dealer or 
Dealers as aforeſaid, or of bis or their Servant or Ser- 
vants who kept the ſame, and made the Entries therein, of 
the Truth of ſuch Entries according to the beſt of bis, ber, or 
their Knowledge or Belief; and one or more neu F ook or 
Books ſball thereupon be delivered to ſuch reſpective Sel- 
lers or Dealers, in the room of ſuob Bock or Books ſo return- 
ed, and ſo toties quoties, as often as ſuch Look or Books 
all be ſo filled up and returned as aforefaid;and the ſaid 
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Books ſo kept by ſuch 4 Sellers. or Dealers of and 


in Tobacco, ſhall fram Time to Tine be produced andlaid 
before the Officers for. the faid Iniand-Duty, as often, as 


they ſhall call for or require the ſame, the better. to enable 
them to keep. Accaunts of tbe Increaſe and Decreaſe. of 


the Stocks of ſuch reſpective Sellers, 90 
28. And it is bereby Provided and Enacted; That if any 


ſucb Seller or Dealer of and in Tobacco ſhall neglect or 


refuſe to keep ſuch. Books, ar tomake. ſuch: Entries therein, 


or to permit the Officers of the ſaid lnland-Duty to inſpect 
them, or ſhall not return the ſaid Books according ta the 
Directions of this Act, or ſball make any. falſe Entry. in 
ſucb Rook or Books, the Perſon or Per/ons offending theres 
in, ſball for every ſuch Qffence forfeit the Sum of one hun- 


dred Pounds. 


| Obſervation. 'Theſe three Baok-keeping. Sections, we muſt 
link together; and from them we may fee how neceſſa- 


ry it would have been for every Great Retailer in Em- 


land to have had always in his Shop à Bock Keeper, for 
filling up the Counter-parts of the Permits to be ſent 


out, and for making all the proper Entries in the Ex- 


theſe Clauſes we likewiſe ſee, that every Tobacconiſt in 


England would have been ſubjected to a new Danger, 


which he could not by the utmoſt Care and Exactneſ⸗ 
have wholly guarded againſt; for if his Book-Keeper 
had committed any Error in the filling of thoſe «Exciſe 
Books, which he was obliged to keep in his Shops he 
would thereby have forfeited à hundred Pounds. By 
ſuch Penalties which Men might have incurred; without 
being guilty of Fraud, wzthoyt being guilty of ſo much as 
a Neglect, we may judge of the Regard that the Framoters 
of this Scheme have for the Liberties. or the Properties of 
their Fellow Subjects. 4 d 

But then it is not here improper to ask. what would 
have become of all thoſe little Tobacco and Snuff Shops, 
which are kept by an haneſt induſtrious Pair, neither 
whom. can write ane Word or one Figure, unleſs it be with 
Chalk? It is certain they muſt each of them have kept # 


| Bookkeeper ;. or if their Circumſtances could not have a. 


mitted them to do that, they muſt have given up Houſe · keep : 
ing, as well as Shop-keeping, and muſt haye came with their 
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29. Aud be it further Enacted by the Authority aſore · 
ſaid, T hat from and after the ſara Twenty fourth Day 
of June, it ſhall and may be lawful to 00 for the Of- 
ficers for the ſaid Inland Duty hereby granted, or an: 
of them, from Time to Time, and at all Times, by 
Day, to enter into all and every the Warehouſes, Store» 
houſes, Rooms, Shops, Vaults,Cellars and ot her Places, 
made vſe of for keeping or manufatturing Tobacco, by 
any Tobacco nit, Grocer, Chandler, Manufatfurer, or 
other Perſon or Perſons, Bodies Politick or Corporate, 
felling, dealing in, or manufatturing Tobacco, as a- 
Foreſgid, and enter for that Purpiſe as aforeſaid, and 
by Veigbing, or otherwiſe, to take an Account of rhe 
Quantity and Sorts of all Tobacco to be 7 * Time 
to Time broueht in, or remaining in ſuch Places as 
aforeſaid : In the Weighing whereof the Perſon or 
Perſons ſelling, dealing in, or e Tobac- 
co, and in whoſe Cuſtady the ſame ſhall then remain, 
or ſome Perſon on their Behalf, ſhall be aiding and 
aſſiſting to the ſaid Officers, and ſhall keep jr fficiens 
inſt Weights and Scales to be mad: r;ſe of by the ſaid 
Officers far that purpoſe. And if any ſuch Perſon ov 
Perſens, Bodies Politick or Corporate, ſelling, dealing 
in, or manufaturing Tobacco, fhall htnder or ee. 
the ſaid Officers, or any of them, to enter into ſuch 
has, her, or their Warehouſes, Rooms, Shops, Vaulss, 
Cellars, or other Places, to take ſuch Account as 4. 
Foreſaid, or ſhall neglect to beef ſufficient juſt Weights 
and Scales, to be made uſe of by the ſaid Officers for © 
the purpoſes aforeſaid, or ſhall keeÞ any falſe Might 
or Scales, or ſhall neglect or refuſe to aſſiſt the ſaid 
Officers in Weighing à aforeſaid, or ſhall hinder or 
obſtrutt any of the ſaid Officers in the Execution of 
the Powers and Authorities hereby given to him or 
them, the Perſon or 1 erſons offending therein, and 
every of shem,. ſhall for every fuch Offence forfeit the 
Sum of one hundred Pounds, 


Obſervation. I have before ſhewed that every Dealer 
in Tobacco would have been obi ged to have Entered 
every Room in his Dwelling-houſe, not excepting even 
his Wife's or his Daughter's Sed room: We ſhall now 
ſee what a happy Condition the fair Traders, for whoſe 
Eaſe and Advantage this Scheme, it is pretended, was 
contrived, would have been in. The * — 2 

thunder. 
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'thundering at the Door by Four o' Clock on « Sum- 
"mer's Morning, and demands Entrance: The Servant 
"mult immediately get up and let him in. He goes di- 
rectly to the Room where the Maſter and Miſtreſs are 
in Bed, and inſiſts upon ſearching that Room firſt. If 
he is refuſed, he inſtantly lodges his Information, and 
the Maſter forfezts a hundred Pounds. This he may 
do if he pleaſes every Morning of the Year, as ſoon as 
the Sun begins to appear above the Horizon, eſpecial- 
1y if he has private Orders from any of the Board for 
ſo doing. I believe this will be allowed to be a Hard- 
ſhip, which even the fair Traders would have been 
ſubjected to. | £3 
But let us ſuppoſe a Caſe that might often have hap- 
Boes : Suppole the Tobacconiſt's Wife to fall in La- 
bonr ; the Exciſeman hears of it: He comes directly; 
and the Wife's Bed Room being Entered, he demands 
Admittance to ſearch it: What muſt the honeſt To- 
bacconiſt do in this Caſe ? Why, he muſt either ſub. 
ject himſelf to a Penalty of one hundred Pounds, or he 
muſt admit his Exciſeman to be preſent in his Wife's 
Goon. the very, Time perhaps of her being deli- 
vered. © . | 
. Suppoſe, again, the Tobacconiſt has a beautiful 
Daughter; and this Daughter falls fick, - ſo that ſhe 
cannot be taken out of her Bed without endangering 
her Life. This the Exciſeman hears of; and her Bed- 
room being Entered, he comes and demands Admit- 
tance to learch that Room. Admitted he muſt be, or 
a hundred Pounds is to be forfeited, He may by 
Law ſearch every Corner, even the young Lady's Bed 
is not to be deemed ſacred. How barbarous is it to 
give ſo greit Powers to ſuch wretched Fellows, as the 
lower Sort of Exciſemen generally are ? 

In ſhort, the laconveniencies, the Hardſhips, and 
the Cruelties, which would have been the certain 
Conſ:quences of this Clauſe, are inuumerable. But 
granting that the Exciſemen would have made the 
moſt juſt Uſe of the Power with which they were by 
this Clauſe 1nveſted, yet the Execution would have 
been in ſome Manner impracticable; for a conſide- 
rable Retailer has ſo great « Quantity of Tobacco of 
different Sorts at a Time in his Shop or Sterehouſe, 
that the Exciicman aſſiſted by the Tobacconiſt's Ser- 
vant, would have taken at leaſt 4 Week's Time te 

| have 
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have looked over and welghed all the Stock in the 
Shop; during which Time the Dealer muſt bave 
ſhut it up; for he could not have pretended to have 
ſerved any Cuſtomers while all the Goods in his Shop 
were in Confuſion, and the Exciſeman at Work there 
in. This zedzous Survey the Exciſeman might have 
repeated as often as he thought proper; fo that it 
would have been always in the Power of the Officer, 
or at leaſt of his Maſters, the Commiſſioners, to have 
forced any Tobacconiſt to have given up Shopkeep-. 
ing; which ſhews how well this Scheme was calculat - 
ed for extending the Arbzrrary Power of the Com-. 
miſſioners of Exciſe, and for increaſing the Number 
of thoſe that muſt be Slaves to them. |; 


30. Provided, and it it hereby further Enacted, 
by the Authority aforeſaid, T hat in caſe any Officer 
er Officers for the ſaid Duty by this Act granted, 


ſhall have Cauſe te ſuſpect that any Tobacco if frau- 


dulently hid or concealed in any Place whatſoever, 
either enter d for keeping or manufafturing the ſame, 
as aforeſaid, or not enter d, with Intent to defrand. 
his Majeſty of has Duty thereon, then, aud in ſuch 
Caſe, if ſuch Place ſhall be within the Cities of Lon- 
don or Weſtminſter, or the Limits of the Weekly Bills 
of Mortality, upon Aﬀrdavit made by ſuch Officer or 


* Offcers, before the Commiſſioners for the ſaid Inland 


Duty hereby granted, or any two or more of them, 
or in caſe the ſame ſhall be in any other Part of 
Great Britain, „o the Aidavit made by ſuch Of. 


ficer or Officers before one or more Juſtice or Fuſtices 


of the Peace of the County, Riding, Diviſion, or 
Place, where ſuch Officer or Officers ſhall ſuſpect rhe 


Same to be ſo hid or concealed, ſetting forth theGround 


of ſuch his or their Suſpicion ; ir ſhall and may be 
lawful to and for the ſaid Commzſſuners of the ſaid. 
Inland Duty, or Juſtice or Juſtices of rhe Peace re- 


Hectively before whom ſuch Afidavit ſhall be made, 


F he or they ſhall juoge it reaſonable, by ſpecial 
Warrant or Warrants, under his or thar reſpective 
Hanas and Seals, to authorize ſuch Officer or Officers 
by Day or by Night, but if by Night, then in the 


Preſence of a Conſtable or other lawful Officer of the 


Peace, to enter into all and every ſuch place or pla- 
ces where he or they * fo ſuſpect any ſuch To- 
| 2 
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bacco 70 he fraudulently hid or concealed, and to ſeize 
all ſich Tobacco as hall be then and there found ſo 


fraudulently hid or concealed as forfeited, regerber 


avith the Casks, Veſſels, or Package containing the 
fame. And if any Perſon or erſous whatſoever 
ſhall let, obſtruct, or hinder any of the ſaid Officers 
from enrrivg ſuch ſuſpected place or places, or in 

and carrying away the Tobacco which ſhall 
be therein found to be ſ6 fraudulently hid or con- 
cealed, or the ſaid Casks, Veſſels, or Package con- 
taining the ſame, every ſuch Perſon or Perſons of- 
ending therein atk for every ſuch Offence forfeit 
the Sum of one undred Pounds, 


Obſervation. By the laſt Clauſe Dealers only aro 
ſubjected to the Viſitation of Exciſemen; but by this 
all the Subjects of the Kingdom are ſubje&ed to that 
Plague. The Palace of the beſt Duke in the Realm 
is not exempted : Two Commiſſioners of Exciſe, re- 
movable at Pleaſure, in London or Weſtminſter, or a 
Trading Juſtice in the Country, aſſiſted by an Exciſe- 
man who could properly make an Affidavit, may or- 
der the Gates and Doors of any private Houſe in the 
Nation to be opened to them in the Day Time; nay, 
if they have the Aſſiſtance of a (onftable, who may 
a be ſome little Ale houſe keeper in the Neigh- 

ourhood, they may in the Middle of the Night enter 
the Bed Room of a Lady of the higheſt Quality in 


the Nation ; and if the Information ſhall appear to be 


falſe, the Perſon thus moleſted has no Remegy, the 
little perjured Informer is liable to no Penalty. 

This Foie of entering private Houſes upon the 
Affidavit of any little Informer, was at firſt granted by 
that bounrzful Parliament which gave ſuch extenſive 
Powers to the Crown ſoon after the Reſtoration ; but 
this Power was then ſubjected to many Reftraints. 
The Oath was to be made before the Lord High 
Treaſurer, one of the Barons of the Exchequer, or the 
chief Magiſtrate of the Place, (whom we can never 
ſuppoſe to be a Trading Juſtice) and they only could 
rant the Search warrant: They could ſearch only in 
che Day Time : No Houſe was to be entered but with- 
in a Month after the Offence ſuppoſed to have been 
committed; and if upon Search the Information pro- 
ved to be falſe the Party injured was to recover full 


Damages 
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Damages and Coſts againit the Informer by an Action 
of Trefp ſs : But by the Clauſe now before us, all theſe 
Reſtraints are taken off; and every Man's Cuiet and 
Eaſe, even within his own Houſe, which ought to be 
his Caſtle, is left at the Mercy of Infor mers, Trading 
Juſtices, and Commiſſioners of Exciſe, either by Day 
or Night. | 
To me it appears monſtrous, that it ſhould ever en- 
ter into the Head of any Man to imagine that the Free- 
born Subjects of England would grant ſuch a Power to 
any Man breathing. But ſay the Advocates for this 
Scheme, This Power is already granted in other Caſes, 
particularly in the Caſe of Coffee, Tea, Sc. Moſk 
werful Argument ! Becauſe I have received ono 
— I maſt receive a ſecond, and ſo à third: 
Becauſe the Subjects have parted with their Liberties 
and Privileges in one Caſe, ought they therefore to 
art with them in another, as often as the Diſpenſers 
of Power ſhall pleaſe to-tell them it is neceſſary 2 If 
this were to be admitted as a good Argument, the 
Name of Free Briton would ſoon become 2 Term of 
Reproach. But theſe Advocates go on, and ſay fur- 
ther, That we find by Experience, that the like Powers, 
granted already in other Caſes, have produced no. bad. 
Effects; thoſe who ;are ſudjeQ to them feel no lncon- 
veniencies therefrom. This I cannot grant, becauſe I 
know the contrary to be true. But ſuppoſing it to be 
as they ſay, the Method of Reaſoning is ridiculous; 
for no Man can be ſaid to be Free, or to have any 
Property, if his Liberty or Property depends entirely 
on the Good nature or Self deni al of another. | 


31. And be it Enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That if from and after the ſaid 24th Day of June, 
any Perſon or Perſons whatſoever ſhall A ault, reſiſt, 
oppoſe, moleſt, ohſtruct, or hinder any Officer or Officers. 
of the Cuſtoms, or for the Inland Duty by this Act 
granted, in the due ſeizing or ſecuring of any Tobac- 
co, which by any Officer or Officers of the Cuſtoms, or 
far the Duty hereby' granted, ſhall or may be ſeized 
by Virtue, or. in Purſuance of this or any other. Act 
or. Ads now in Force, or bereaſter to be made, or. 
ſhall by Force or Violence reſcue, or cauſe to be reſeued; 
any. ſuch Tobacco after the ſame ſhall have been. ſei- 
dea by ſuch Officer or Officers as aforeſaid, or ſhall at- 
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temps or endeavour ſo to do, or after ſuch Serznre 
ſhall ſtave, break, or otherwiſe deſtroy or damage any 
Peels or Package wherein the ſame (hall be contain- 
ed; all and every the Party or Parties ſo offending 
— for every Juch Offence forfeit the Sum of fifty 
Pounds. 


Ohſer vation. There would be nothing grievous in 
this Clauſe, if the Party accuſed were to be tried in 
the aſual and fair Manner, by God and his Country : 
But the next Clauſe will ſnew, that even this Clauſe 
might have been made productive of great Miſchiefs, 
na y, unſufferable Oppreſſions. The moſt unconcerned 
By-Stander, the moſt accidental Paſſenger, nay, a Man 
who was not perhaps within a Mile of the Place, 
might have been ſubjected to the Penalty. 


32. And it is hereby further Enafted by rhe Au. 
thoriry aforeſaid, That all Fines, Penalties and For- 
feitures, as well ſpeci ick as pecuniary, relating to 
the Inland. Duty by this Act impoſed, or to any Sei- 
Sures made in purſuance of this Act, ſhall be ſued 
for, levied, and recovered, or mitigated by ſuch Ways, 
Means, and Method, as any Fine, Penalty, and Fore 
feiture, is or may be recovered or mitigated by any 
Law or Laws relating to his Majeſty's Revenue of 
Exciſe, or any of them, ſubjeft to the Alterations 
herein aſter mentioned, or by Action of Debt, Bill, 
Plaint, or Information, in any of his Majeſty's Courts 
of Record at Weſtminſter, for any Thing done in that 
Part of Great Britain called England, er the Court 
of Exchequer at Edinburgh, for any Thing done in 
that Part of Great Britain called Scotland; and that 
one Moiety of every ſuch Fine, Penalty, or Forfei- 
ture, ſhall be to his Majeſty, his Heirs and Succeſ- 
ſors, to be applied to ſuch Uſes as are herein after- 
mentioned; and the other Moiety thereof to him or 
t bem who wall ſeize, inform, or ſue for the ſame. 


Obſervation. By this Clauſe all the Dealers in To- 
baceo within Great Britain, whom I reckon to be at 
leaſt thirty thouſand Families, are ſtripp'd of the 
Birthright of Engliſhmen, viz. that of a Trial per 
Pares. They are to be tried in a ſummary and arbi- 
irary Manner by Judges whom the Crown ſhall pleaſe, 


from 


* 
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from Time to Time, to appoint; by Judges who are 
not to be of Counſel for the Priſoner at the Bar, but 
are both in Intereſt and Duty bound to condemn if it 
be poſſible. The Power hereby granted has been al- 
ways deemed dangerous to Liberty: It is a Power 
which was at firſt ſet on Foot by thoſe who were graſ- 
ping at deſpotick Sway: and it is a Power which 

true Briton will ever agree to extend. 51005 


33. Provided always, and it is hereby Enacted by 
the Authoaity aforeſaid, that ſuch Perſons as for the 
Time being ſhall in purſuance of this Act be appoint- 
ed Commiſſioners for the ſaid Inland-Duty on Tobac- 
co, or the major Part of them, and alſo any two or more 
Fuſtices of the Peace within their reſpective Diſ 
tridts, ſhall have and exerci(e the ſame or like Furſ- 
. dition, Power, and Authority, and may judge, deter- 
mine, mitigate, or order in all Caſes and Matters re- 
lating to the ſaid Inland Duty en Tobacco, as the 
Commaſfhoners of Exciſe upon Beer, and Ale, and 
ot her Liquors, or two Fuſtices of the Peace may, or 
lawfully can or ought to exerciſe, adjudge, determzne, 
mitigate, or order inlike Caſes or Matters inrelation 
to the ſaid Dunes of Exciſe, and that the Fudgments 
which ſhall be ſs given in purſuance of this Act by 
the ſaid Commiſſuoners and Fuſtices of the Peace re- 
ſpect i dely, ſhall be, and are hereby declared to he ſub- 
Jeft only to ſuch Appeal as zs herein after mentioned. 


Obſervation. This diſpenſing Clauſe is big with 
all the Ills that can be brought upon the People of this 
Nation, It is ſurprizing that thoſe worthy Patriots: 
who, at the Riſque of their Lives and Fortunes, 
brought about the Revolution, did not think of this 
diſpenſing Power which had been eſtabliſhed by Law, 
when they were Providing and Guarding againſt that 
diſpenſing Power which had been aſſumed by the then 
King contrary to all Law. For why was the diſpen- 
fing Power then claimed contrary to Law? It was be- 
cauſe our wiſe Anceſtors forefaw, that the giving of 
ſuch a Power to the King might enable him to over- 
turn our Conſtitution, and therefore they would never 
grant it to any that ever reigned over theſe Realms. 
There was never any Thing like it granted, till that 
Law was made which firſt ſaddled the People of this 

Nation 
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Nation with « Parliamentary Exciſe; but if a general 
diſpenſing Power be abſolutely inconfiſtent with /a ber- 
ty. ſurely the eſtabliſhing it by Act of Parliament would 
not in the leaſt alter its Nature, or diminiſh the Dan- 
r ariſing therefrom; and if a general diſpenſing 
Power, though eſtabliſhed by Act of Parliament, be 
inconfitent with, and dangerous to the Liberties of 
this Nation, ſurely the more near that any ſuch Power 
approaches to à general diſpenſing Fower, the more 
dangerous it mutt always be to our Conſtitution ; and 
therefore we may eaſily judge of the Deſigns of thoſe 
who ate for extending this diſpenſing Power, which 
has been eſtabliſned by the Laws of Exciſe. The 
more Crimes it is made to extend to, and the more 
Ferſons are made ſubject to it, the more nearly will it 
approach to that general aiſpenſiug Power, which is 
allowed by all to be inconfiſtent with the Liberties of 
the People. And this alone is a ſufficient Reaſon for 
our being againft all Projects for extending the Laws of 
Exri ſe. | | | 


34. And it is hereby further Enacted and Decla- 
red; That ſuch and the like Allowance for any da- 
maged or mean Tobacco, which in purſuance of an 
Aft made in the ninth Year of the Reign of bis late 
Majeſty King George I. [ntitled, An Act for ena - 
bling his Majeſty to put the Cuſtoms of Great Bre> 

tain, under the Management of one or more Commiſ- 
ſions, and for the better ſecuring and aſcertaining the 
Duties on Tobacco, and to prevent Frauds in exporting 
Tobacco, and other Goods and Merchandizes, or car - 
rying the ſame Coaſtwiſe] ſhall be cut off and ſefarate 
from the ſound, in order to be burnt, or otherwiſe pub- 
lickly deftroyed, as in and by the ſame Act is appoin- 
ted to be made, ſhall continue in Force, for and in re- 
ect of Tobaceo of the Britiſh Plantations, to be im- 
ported from and after the ſaid 24th Day of June 1733. 
and" ſhall and may from thenceforth be-made by the 
proper Officers of hes Majeſty's Cuſtoms for the Time 
being 5 and on ſuch Certificate thereof from the ſaid 
Officer c, as is now in uſe, the ſaid Allowance ſhall be 
Paid by the ſaid Commiſſioners of the Inland Duty 
our of the Montes ariſing by this Act, any Thing 
therein contained to the contrary thereof notwith- 


35 Pro- 
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35. Provided always, and it is hereby Enafted by 
the Authoraty aforeſaid, That every. Perſon ho ſhall 
Je appointed a Commifiioner for the Duty by this 
Act granted, and every ſubordinate Officer under ſuch 
Commiſfsioners, who (hall recive any Salary or Allow- 
ance in reſpect of his or their Office, ſhall; before he ar 
they ſhall act in their reſpeftive Truſt, take an Oath 
for his or their due and faithful Execution of the 
ſame according to this A; which Oath hall and 
may be adminiſtred to any Commiſſioner, by auy other 
Perſon who ſhall be appointed a Commiſficner a a- 
Joreſaid, and to the ſaid Officers reſpectively by any 
one of tbe ſaid ' ommiſſioners, or by 'a Jig ice of the 
Peace, who Hall give ro ſuch Officer a Certificate 
thereof gratis. 4 | | 
36. And to the Eud the Duty upon Tobacco by 
this Act granted may le duly and e&rtainly raiſed, 
aud the ſame (except the necefſary Charges of exe- 
outing this 4) may be juſtly aud duly brought into 
the Receipt of his Majeſty's Exchequer; according to 
the true Meaning hereof ; it is hereby Enacted by the 
Authority aforeſaid, That the reſpective Commiſſo- 
ners and Officers to be appointed for managing, raiſ 
ing, collecting, aud paying the ſaid Duty herein Je- 
fore granted; and for keeping aud rendering an Ac- 
of the ſame, ſhall perform their ſeveral Duties in 
Relation to the Iremiſſes, as to them reſpefiiyely 
ſhall appertain, under ſuch and the like Penalties and 
Diſabilities for any Offence or Neglett therein, or for 
detaining, diverting, or miſapplying any art of the 
Monzes ariſing by the ſaid Duty, as are Preſcribed, 
and to be inflifted, by Virtue of au Act f Parliament 
ade in the ninth Year of the Reign of his ſaid Ma- 
Jeſty King William III. {zntirled, An AR for raiſing 
a Sum not exceeding two Millions, upon à Fund for 
Payment of Annuities after the Rate of eight Pounds 
Per Cent. per Annum, and for ſettling the Trade to 
the Eaſt-Indies] for the lie Offence or Neglect, re- 
lating to the Duttes thereby granted, cr referred to, 
or for detaining, di vertiug, or miſapplying any Part 
of the Monies which were granted or appropriated 
by the Adt of Parliament laſt mentioned. | 


% Theſe three Sections we ſhall paſs over, as not being 
of any great Concern to the Subject. 3 
K 37. Aud 


4 
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27. And be it further Enafted by the Authority 
aforeſaid, That no Perſon ſhall be deemed a Seller of, 
or Dealer in Tobacco within the Meaning of thes 
AF, or be liable to make any ſuch Bntries, or ſuljedt 
to the Survey of the Officers for the ſaid Tnland- 
Duty on Tobacco, 20h ſhall not have in his, or her, 

or their Cuſtody, at any one Time, a Quantity of To- 
bacco exceeding the Meigbt of fix Pounds. 


Obſervation. This Section I do not well underſtand; 
for if a little Shop-keeper ſhould actually ſell Tobac- 
eo or Snuff by Retail, I ſuppoſe they would be obliged 
by the 15th and 18th Sections to enter their Shop, even 
though they never had at one Time a Quantity of To- 
bacco cxceeding the Weight of ſix Ponnas ; and there- 
fore I muſt take the Meaning of this Section to be, that 
if any Gentleman had carried down to his Country- 
Houſe a Quantity of ſome favourite London Tobacco 
exceeding the Weight of ſ PoE, he would have 
been deemed a Seller, and would have been obliged 
to have entred his Horſe, or ſome Room therein, as a 
Tobacco-Shop, and muſt have been ſubje& to the Vi. 
ſitation of Exciſe-Officers. 
But ſuppoſe the Meaning of this Clauſe to be other- 
wiſe ; ſuppoſe that it was thereby really meant, That 
no little Retailer of Tobacco was to have been ſub- 
jected to the Laws of Exciſe, or to the Viſitation of 
Exciſe Officers, if he had not above fix Pounds in his 
Shop at a Time; was not this eſtabliſhing an open 
Market for ſnuggled Tobacco? For Smugglers there 
would certainly have been in Tobacco, as well as there 
are now in Tea. Would not this have been diſappoint- 
ing the very End for which this Scheme was pretended 
to have been formed? And what an Injury this would 
have been to the fair Trader we may eaſily perceive 
for it was directly putting it in the Power of the Smug- 
glers to haveſetupa dozen little Shops in every Pariſh, 
for vending their Tobacco; which little ſmuggling 
Shops would have hada great Advantage over the fazr 
Trader, becauſe they would not only have baught 
their Tobacco cheaper, but would have been free from 
the Hardſhips, Expence, and Trouble, attending thoſe 
that were ſubjected to the Laus of Exciſe, Thus did l 
this monſtrous Scheme tend to deſtroy the End for 


which it was pretended to have been propoſed : From 
whence 


whence we may judge, that this was not really the 
true End for which it was intended ; but that there 
was a Purpoſe reſerved in petto, to which it was not to 
have been applied till a proper Opportunity had offered. 


38. Provided alſo, and it 2s hereby further Eu ac- 
red, That all Powers, Proviſions, Pains, Penalties and 
Forfeitures given, made or inflicted, or by any former 
Act or Acts of Parliament, now in Force relating to 
any Offences in the unſbipping or landing of Tobacco 
of the Bririſh Plantations, or ts any Frauds or Abu- 
ſes in or concerning the Exporting of the ſame, or 
Relanding thereof in Great Britain, or Landing the 
ſame in Ireland, or the Ifle of Man, after it ſhall 
have been fhipp'd for Exportation, or to any other 
Offences againſt the ſaid Acts, or any of them, not 
hereby repealed or altered, ſhall continue in full 
Force; any Thing in this Act contained to the con- 
trary thereof in anywiſe notwithſtanding. 


Obſervation. This Section ſhews how Loath our 
Projector was to give up any of thoſe uſeful Things 
called Pains, Penalties, and Forfeitures : He was for 
taking hold of as many New-ones as he could get ; but 
by this Clauſe, he ſhews you that he would part with 
none of the Old, unleſs in Exchange for thoſe which 
were more oppretlive, 


39. Provided always, and it is hereby Enafted by 
the Authority afercſaid, That the Monzes ariſing by 
the ſaid Inland-Duty by this Act charged and im- 
poſed upon Tobacco, and all Penalties and For 
tures ariſing thereby (except ſuch Part thereof a 
hereby given to the Seigures, Informers, or Proſecu- 
tors reſpectively) ſhall be appropriated, M ued, and 
applied, ana the ſame are hereby. appropriated and 
made payable to the ſame Uſes, Intent and Purpoſes, 
as the Subſidzes, Duties, and Impoſt, hereby determi- 
ned as aforeſaid, were appropriated and applicable 
before the making of this preſent Act; and ſhall be 
alſo ſutje&t and liable to the ſame Redemption by Par- 
liament, as the ſaid Subſidies, Duties, and Im poſt, 
hereby deter mined, as aforeſaid, were ſulject and 
liable unto. | 


Ke Obſer- 


/ 
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Obſervation. Hete is a Preſent made by his Ma- 
jeſty to the Publick. All Penalties and Forfeitures, 
ſo far as they belonged formerly to the Crown are here- 
by given to the Publick. We muſt grant that from 
his preſent Majeſty this would have been a Preſent to 
the Fublick, if the whole Produce of the Funds appro- 
priated to the Civil Lift, of which this is one, had a- 
mounted to more than eight hundred thouſand per 
Annim ; but if the whole Produce of thoſe Funds did 
not amount Yearly to that Sum, then this would have 
been no Preſent; becaufe the Publick ſtands obliged 
to make that yearly Sum good to his Majeſty during 
his Life; ſo that what the Publick got by this Grant, 
muſt have been made good to his Majeſty by the Publick 
in ſome other Way: And in his late Majeſty's Reign, 
fuch a Grant would have been of no Service to the 
Publick in any Cale, becauſe the Surplus of the Funds 
appropriated to the Civil Liſt, over and above the 
yearly Sum of ſeven hundred thouſand Pounds per An- 
num, belonged in that Reign of Courle to the Publick. 
Now indeed it is otherwiſe : The Surplus, if any, be- 


Jongs to his Majeſty; and if there be a Deficrency, 


the Publick is obliged to mike it good. 


30. And whereas by the ſaid Af, made in the iaꝛth 
Tear of the Reign of the late King Charles II. [imti- 
ted, An Ac for taking away the Court of Wards and 
Liveries, and Tenures u Capzre, and by Knights Ser- 
vice and 'Purreyance, and for ſettling a Revenue upon 
his Majefty in lieu thereof zr was Enatted, That 


Go 


. For fetrures and Offences againſt the ſaid Act, 


ade and com mitted within the immediate Limits 
of the chief. Office of Exciſe tn London, ſhould be 
heard, adjudged, and determined by the chief Com- 
miſſioners and Governors of Exciſe, or the major Part 
of them, or by the Commiſhioners for Appeals and 
Regulating the ſaid Dunes, or the major Part of 
them, in caſe of Appeal, and not otherwiſe 3 and all 
fuch Forfeitures and Offences made and committed 
within all or any other the Coum ties, Cities, Towns, 


or Hlaces within England, or the Dominion thereof, 


Pould be. heard and determined by tao or more of the 
Juſtices of the Peace, reſiding near to the Place where 
ſuch Forſeitures ſhould be made or Offences commit- 


red; Aud in caſe of Neglect or Refuſal of ſuch * 
of - 


* 
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of the Peęare, by the Space of fourteen Days next af. 
ter .Complaint made, and Notice thereof given to the 
1 then the Sub-commi pſioners, or the major 
art of them, appointed for any ſuch City, County, 
Toten or Place, ſhould hear and determine the ſame, 
from which Judgment of Sub-commizsfioners an Ap- 
pral was thereby given to rhe Fuſtices of the Peace 
at the next Quarter Serſions, and ſuch other Powers 
aud Authorities were thereby given to the ſaid Com» 
misfioners of the Exciſe, Commizsſioners for Appeals, 
tſtices of the Peace, and Sub commtz3ſiouers, 4s are 
herein mentioned. 

' Ar. And whereas by ſeveral other Acts now in 
force, the Furiſdiftions, Powers and Authorities, are 
given to the ſaid Commiſſioners of Exciſe, Commiſſt- 
oners of Appeals, rwo Juſtices of the Peace, Sub: 
commiſſioners, and Fuſtices of the Peace in the Quar- 
ter. ſeſſions, touching divers other Duties, Martery, 
and T hings thereby, or by Commiſſion granted by the 
Crown in purſuance of the ſame Ade, or ſome of 
them, ſuljject to the Management and Direction of 
the Commasſioners of Exciſe; Be it Enacted by the 
Authority aforeſaid, T hat from and after the 24th 
Day of June, all and ſingular the ſaid Juriſdicti- 
ons, Powers, and Authorities, given by the ſaid 

oe, or any of them, to the ſaid Sub commzsſioners 
of Exciſe, Commi ſſioners for Appeals, or Fuſtices of 
the Peace in their Quarter.ſesſions, or any of them, 

all ceaſe and determine, and from thenceforth the 
uſtices of the Courts of King's Bench and Commons 
leas, and the Barons of the Corf of the Court of 
Exchequer az: Weſtminſter, for the Time being, or 
any two or more of them, ſitting at the ſame Time 
and Place, and not ctherwiſe, ſhall aud are hereby au- 
thorazed to heat and determine all Appeals from the 
Judgment and Determination of the Commi tſioners 
of Exciſe, or Commi ſſioners for the ſaid Inland Duty 
Bereby granted, as to all Marters ariſing within the Li- 
mats of the chief Office of Exciſe in London, and 
all Incidents relating thereto ; and the Juſticer 
for the Time being, or any of them within 

their reſpective Circuits; and the Fuſtices of the Se, 
' ſions for the County Palatine of Cheſter for the 
me being, or any one of them within the ſail 
County Palatine, and the Juſtices of the Greats Sef 
ſions 
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fions in Wales, or any one of them within their re- 
ſpective Circuits, ſhall, aud are, and is hereby re- 
Shectively authorized, to hear and determine all Ap- 
peals from the Judgment and Determination of any 
Two or more Fuſtices of the Peace, or of the Sub- 
commi gſionerſ of Exciſe, as to all Matters ariſing 
out of the Limits aforeſaid, and within their ſaid 
ſeveral Diſtricts reſpectively, and all Incidents re- 
lating thereto ; and the Barons of the Exch«quer in 
Scotland, or any Two or more of them, ſhall, and 
are hereby authorized to hear and determine all 
Appeals from the Fudement and Determination of 
any Two or more Fuſtices of the Peace, as to all 
Matters ariſing within any Shire, Stewartry, or 
Royal Burgh within that Part of Great Britain cal- 
led Scotland; which ſaid Fuſtices and Barons, or 
any Two or more of them, Juſtices of Ave, Ju- 
ſlices of the Seſſuns for the ſaid County talatine of 
Cheſter, and Fuſtices of the great Ssſſrons in Wales, 
or auy One of them, ſhall, and are hereby reſpec: 
tively empowered, and required, in a ſummary 
I ay, and without the Formality of Proceedings in 
Courts of Law or Equity, aud with all convenient 
Diſpatch, finally to hear and determine all ſuch 
Appeals, and ts affirm, reverſe, or alter the Juag- 
ments, Determzuarions, or Decrees of ihe ſaid Com- 
miſſroners of Exciſe, Commasſfioners for the ſaid In- 
land. Duty, Fuſtices of the Peace, or Sub commaſ- 
fioners reſpectively; and the ſaid Fuſtices andBarons, 
or any Two or more of them, Fuſtices of Asſize, Ju- 
ſtices of the Sesſions for rhe ſaid County Palatine 
of Cheſter, and Fuſtices of the great Sesfions in Wales, 
or any One of them, ſhall and may ſit when, where, 
and as often as he or they ſhall reſpectively think 
fit, with or without adjourning, and fhall have and 
exerciſe the like Furiſaictions, Powers, and Aut bo- 
rates, to all Tntents and Purpoſes, as by the ſaid 
Acts, or any of them, mere. geven to, and veſted in 
the ſaid Commisſioners of Appeals, and Fuſtices of 
3he Peace in their Quarter. Segſions, or any of them; 
and his, or their reſpective Fudgments and Deter- 
minations upon ſuch Appeals ſhall be final, of which 
here ſhall be no Review, nor all any Appeal, Writ 
of Error, or Certiorari, be brought to remove or re- 


derſe the ſame. | 
| 42, Pro 


A 
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42. Provided always, and be it Enacted by the 
Authority aforeſaid, T hat from and after the ſai 
24th Day of June, 1733. 20 Appeal from the Fuds- 
ment or Determination of the Commi ſſioners of Ex- 
ciſe, or Commizsſioners for the Inland Duty, ſhall be 
admitted, unleſs the ſame be brought within three 
Months after ſuch Judgment or Determination. Nor 
ſhall any Appeal be admitted from the Judgment or 
Determination of Two or more Fuſtices of rhe Peace, 
or of the Sub commiſſione rs, unleſs the ſame be brought 
Within fix Months after ſuch Judgment or Determi- 
nation: Nor unleſs the Party Appellant ſhall have 
firſt paid down the Duties, and given ſuch Securi 
iy as is required by the ſaid Acts, or any of them, iu 
Caſes of Appeals from the Determination of the Com- 
miſſionerſ of Exciſe to the Commzsſioners of Appeals, 
43. Provided always, and be it further Enacted 
by the Authority aforeſaid, T hat if on the ſaid 24th 
Day of June, 1733. any Appeal from any Determi- 
nation of the Commisſioners of Exciſe ſhall be de- 
pending before the ſaid Commizsſioners of Appeals for 
the Time being, and then undetermined, every ſuch 
Appeal, and all Proceedings thereon, ſhall by Vir. 
tue of this Act be transferred over, and ſhall be cer- 
tiſſed by the ſaid Commi ſſioners of Appeals, or any 
Two of them, to the ſaid Fuſlices of the Courts of 
King's Bench and Common Pleas, and Barons of the 
Corf of the Court of Exchequer, in the ſame Flight 
and Condition as they then all ſtand before the ſaid 
Com mi ſſioner of Appeals. And the ſaid Juſtices and 
Barons, or any Two or more of them, ſhall, and 
are hereby impowered to hear and determine the 
ſame, with all Incidents relating thereto; and to 
make ſich Proceeding thereon, and to exerciſe all 
ſuch Powers and Anthoraties touching the (ame, as 
the ſaid Commi ſſionerſ of Appeals might hade done in 
caſe this Act had not been made. 


Obſervation. Now at laſt we come to the Sereer- 
ner: This is the Yehzele which was contrived to make 
us ſwallow with Eaſe this Bzrrer Till. Here, Gentle- 
men, is a Remedy for all the Ills you complain of. If 
the Commiſſioners ſhall by Miſtake do you Injuſtice, 
you are to have Redreſs, not by an Appeal as former- 
Iy, to Commillioners of Appeal named by the * 


— 
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and removable atPleaſure,nor by an Appeal to ignorant 
Country Juſtices : No, you are now to have Redreſs 
by an Appeal to two or more of his Majeſty's Judges 
in Miſtminſter hall, or to the Juſtices of Afiize on 
their Circuits in the Country. Here is a Grand Point 
gained in Favour of the Subject. But let us ſee how 
this Matter would haye turned out: The Appellaut 
was not to have had his Appeal determined by any 
two of the Judges be choſe ta have applied to, but an: 
ly by theſe two who ſhould from Time to Time have 
been named by the Crown : So that in future Reigns it 
would always have been in the Power of the Crown to 
have pickt two out of the Twelve for this Purpoſe ; who 
would have been under the Direction of the Prame 
Miniſter; and if the Appellant in ſuch Caſe had hap 
pened not to be in the good Graces of the Miniſter, he 
would have had no great Reaſon to expect much Re- 
dreſs by his Appeal. In the Country again, if a Judge 
had happened to be upon the Circuit, who was 707 
proper for the Purpoſe, it wauld always have been in 
the Power of the Commiſſioners of Excife, by ſome 
kind of Affidavit, to have put off the Appeal till the 
next Circuit; and thus they would have been fure to 
have had all material Appeals determined by aJudge zo 

their own Liking. | ſpcak only of Times ro come; 

for it is not to be ſuppoſed that his Preſenr Majeſty 

would ever have allowed of any ſuch Practices. 

But how were theſe Appeals to have been determi- 
ned; The Birth. Right of an Engliſhman, a fair 
Tyial per fares was not to have been reſtored to the 
Subject. No, the Judges were to proceed to deter- 
mine the Appeal in a ſummary Way; and without 
the Formality of Proceedings in Courts of Law or E- 

uity. There was to be no Jury to judge of the Cre. 
Ability of the Witneſſes, upon whole Evidence the Sen- 
tence or Determination of the Commiſſioners of Ex- 
ciſe was founded: And as the Commillioners of Ex- 
ciſe would always have been the Makers up of the 
Record, I am afraid it would but ſeldom have been in 
the Power of the Judges to have given Regreſ5, even 
tho? they had had the ſtrongeſt Inclination for ſo do- 
ing : They would have found every Fact proved by 
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the concurring Teſtimony of two or three Exciſemen, 
or Informers; and where there is no Jury, the Judges 
muſt give Credit to ſuch an Evidence. They could 

* never 


rr 
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never have. given Redreſs but, in Matters of Law: And 
if this Bill had paſſed into a Law, neither the Com- 
miffioners of Exciſe, nor their Maſters, the Commiſ- 
- ofners öf the Treaſury, would ever had Occaſion o 
have firained a Point of Law for enabling them to op- 
Preſs any Britiſb Subject. 5 r 
From hence we may ſee what the poor Merchant or 
Dealer had to hope for from bis i ppeal, Let us now 
ſee what he had to tear: In the firſt Place he had a 
new Law-ſuit to attend, which miſt have diverted him 
from his other Buſineſs: And then if the Appeal was 
given againſt” him, he could expect no Mitigatiom of 
the Penalties. and Forfeitur:s he was to ſuffer; nor 
could he expect any Favour in any of his future Tranſ- 
actions: He muſt have expected to have had all the 
Exciſemen in the Neighbourhood Jer Jooſe upon him, 
and to have been vifited by them at the muſt anſea- 
ſonable Hours. In ſuch Circumſiances may we not 
conclude; that almoſt every Man would have ſubmit- 
ted to the Determination of the Commiſſioners of Ex- 
ciſe, and would have thought of nothing but ſuing to 
them for their Favour, in mitigating the Penalties 
and Forfeitutes which he found himſelf drawn in to be 
liable unto. Theſe would have been the unhappy 
Circumſtances that almoſt every Dealer or Merchant 
in England would ſoon have been brought under; and 
whether in future Times ſuch a Man would ever have 
dared to have given a Vote at Elections againſt a 
Court Candidate, we may eaſily judge: From whence 
we may ſee how directly this Scheme tended towards 
the Overthrow of our Conſtitution, by putting it in 
the Power of our future Kings to have always ſuch 
Parliaments as would be entirely ſubſervient to them; 


44. And it is hereby further Enafted by the Au. 
thority aforeſaid, T hat if any Perſon or Ferſons 
ſhall be ſued, moleſted, or proſeented for any Thing 
done, by Virtne or in Purſuance of this Act, ſuch 
Perſon and Perſons ſhall and may plead the general 
Ine, and give this Act and the ſpecial Matter in 
Evid nce in his Defence : And if afterwards a Ver- 
dict ſhall paſs for the Defendant or Defendants, or 
the laintiff ot diſcoutiune his Action, or be Non- 
ſuited, or Judgment ſhall! be given againſt him, up- 
en Demurrer or W ſuch Defengant or 

4 - De 
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Defendanti fhall have treble Coſts rs him or them 
* awarded againſt fuch Plaintiff. en n 2! H 


Obſervation. I ſhall make no other Remark on this 
Section, but only that it would have been a great En- 
_ couragement to the Exciſeman to be Vexatiouy to thofe 
"who had fallen under their Diſpleaſure. This Clauſe 
would have made it dangerous for the Subject to ſeek 
by Law a Relief againſt any ſuch Yexarzon, which of 
i "Conſequence would have made thoſe Officers much 
i more audaczous. | 
| This Method of terrifying his Majeſty's faithful 
Subjects from ſeeking Redreſ5 againſt the Oppreſſions 
committed by his Majeſty's undutiful Officers, was 
Erft. introduced by the ſame Law which firſt loaded 
us with Exciſes; but then the Coſts to be given were 
but double. Evil Examples ſeldom fail being im- 
4 roved: This Method of giving double Coſts, was 
1 ometime after the Revolution brought into the Cu- 
Roms; and in the ſame Reign theſe double Coſts were 
increaſed to treble ; both in the Cuſtoms and Exciſe. 


- 


45. And whereas by an Act of Parliament made 
n the 11th Year of the Reign of his late Majeſty 
ng George the Firſt [intitled, An AR for more 
effeQual preventing Frauds and Abuſes in the Publick 
Revenues; for preventing Frauds in the Salt. duties, 
and for giving Relief for Salt uſed in the curing of 
Salmon and Codfiſh, in the Year One thouſand Seven 
Hundred and Nineteen, exported from that Part of 
Great Britain called Scotland; for enabling the In. 
ſurance Companies to plead the general Iſſue in Acti- 
ons brought againſt them; and for ſecuring the Stamp- 
duties upon Policies of Inſurance] It if amongſt other 
7 hings Provided and Enafted, T hat it ſhould and 
might be lawful for the Commiſftoners of the Inland 
Duties on Coffee, Tea, and Chocolate, or any two or 
more 1 them for the Time being, within the reſpec 
tige Juriſdiction of the ſaid Com mi ſionert, or Ju- 
ſtice or Juſtices of the Peace, upon any Officer or Of 
ficers for the ſaid Inland Duties, making Complaint 
upon Oath to ſuch Commisſioners, or Juſtice or Ju- 
ſtices of the Peace reſpectively, that be or they did 
ſuſpet any Dealers in the ſaid Commonities not to 
bave made true and juſt Entries in the Books aubic h 
he, 


| 

| 

| 
L 
! 

| 
. 
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he, ſhe, or they are obliged by the ſaid Act to keep 
for that Purpoſe, of ſuch of the ti Commogities 4 
7 6 
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he, ſhe, or they from Time to telin 
out, or conſumed, in which ſbould be. ſet forth the 
Cauſes of ſuch Suſpicion, to ſummon ſuch ſuſpected 
Perſon or Perſons to appear before the ſaid Commif- 


fioners, or Fuſtice,or Juſtices of the Peace reſpectively, 


with their reſpective Eutry-books aforeſaid,to the Intent 
that ſuch Commizſioners, or Fuſtzce, or Fuſtzces of the 
eace reſpectively might examne ſuch ſuſpected Per- 


ſon or Perſons, or ſuch as keep the ſaid Books, upon 


his, her, or their Oaths, or Affirmation, touching the 
Truth of the Entries made in their ſaid Books. 
And any ſuch Dealer in Coffee, Tea, or Choco- 
late, who ſhould neglect, or refuſe to make ſuch Oaths 
or Affirmarions ſo appointed to be adminiſtred, Le- 
ing thereunto required by the reſpective Perſon or 
Perſons who by the ſaid Act were authorized tg 
adminiſter the ſame, or ſhould refuſe or neglect to 
attend ſuch Summons as aforeſaid, with his, ber, or 
their reſpective Entry Books, and be examined upon 
Oath as aforeſaid, touching the Truth of the Entries 
made in their reſpective Entry-Books ; then, and in 
every ſuch Caſe and Caſes, the Perſon or Perſons 
offending therein, or either of them, ſhould for each 
and every ſuch Offence forfeit and loſe the Sum of 
twenty Pounas. | Wt. 
46. And whereas the above recited Clauſe or Pro- 
viſo hath, by Experience, been found to be incouveui- 
ent to the ſeveral Dealers in the ſaid Commodities, 
ang of no Advantage io the Revenue; Be it there- 


fore Enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That fron 


and after the ſaid 24. Day of June, tbe ſaid Clauſe os 
Prowſo before recited, and every Matter and Thing 


therein contained, ſhall be, and is hereby repealed. 


. Obſervation. Theſe two laſt Sections ſhew how 
dangerous it is to multiply Qaths, Crimes, and Penal- 
ties; they are often found to be inconvenient to the 
Subject, and of no Benefit, as to the End for which 
they were intended. Cr 


L 2 HAVING 


me ſold, delidered 


— 
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AVI N G now, my Countrymen, gone through 
this 'famons Bill, and laid before you all the 
 ® Hardſhips and Dangers which the Merchants 
and Dealers in Tobacco would have been thereby ex- 
oſed to, I muſt now leave it to you to conſider, 
what Regard would be had by the Gentlemen who 
foreſaw thoſe Evils, and yet voted for this Bill, to 
the Liberties and Propertzes of their Fellow-ſubjeQs, 
upon any other Occaſion. Is it not much to be feare 
kak ſame Arguments may prevail with the ſave Men 
for ſubjecting every Man in the Kingdom to the ar- 
bitrary Laws of Exciſe, which Htely prevailed with 
them for doing all that was in their Power to ſubject 
the Dealers in Tobacco to thoſe dangerous Laws? If 
you have any Spirit of Liberty left amongſt you, ſure- 
\& muſt appear upon this Occafion, 'when the ſame 
Men are applying to you for a Renewal of that Truſt 
which they have ſo groſly abuſed. What 
| Let not thoſe who are no Dealers in Tobacco or in 
Wine, imagine that they are unconcerned in the preſent. 


Queſtion, 
Tum tua Res agitur Paries cum proximus ardet. 


When your Neighbour's Houſe is on Fire, have a Care 
of your own. | 5 1 
I hope you will all fix in your Minds what I have 
laid down in my Introduction, that the moſt effectual 
Way to eſtabliſh 7 bitrary Power in this Country, is 
to have always a Parliament dependent upon the 
Crown. And that the only proper Way for attaining 
this End, is for the Crown to get into its own Hands 
the aboſute Diſpoſal of a great deal of Money, of ma- 
ny Places and Preferments; and of a vaſt Number of 
Pains and Penalties. Every Thing then that tends to- 
wards increaſing the Power of the Crown, with Re- 
ſpect to any of theſe three Particulars, is a Step to- 
wards arbitrary Power; and it is evident to a De- 
monſtration that this late Exeiſe Scheme would have 
increaſed the Power of the Crown, with Reſpect to 
every one of the three. | | 
_ Firſt, as to the Money at the Diſpoſal of the Crown; 
If it be true what the Advocates for the Scheme ad- 
vanced, it would have brought in yearly five hundred 
PTV SY | | 1 
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thouſand Pounds more than ever was brought in before 

by the Duties on Wine and Tobacco: By which not 
only the Civil Lift: Revenue muſt have got an Addi - 
tion of about eighty thouſand Pounds yearly, but a year- 
Iy Sum of four hundred and twenty thouſand Pounds 
would have been eſtabliſhed for ever, for the Current 
Service of the Lear, both which might have been of 

moſt dangerous Conſequence in future Rexgns. How- 
ever this Danger was not, I believe, much to be dread- 

ed; becauſe 1 am perſwaded that the publick Revenue 

would not thereby. have received any ſuch Increaſe. I 

doubt if it would. have received any. But my Doubts. 
as to this Particular, do not make the Argument the. 
leſs ſtrong againſt thoſe who were the Supporters of 
the Scheme. _ 

But as to the other two Points, eſpecially the laſt, 
the Power of the Crown would have been Prodi gionſiy 
ãncreaſed. As to Places and Preferments, it was gran- 
ted by the Promoters of the Scheme, that there muſt 
have been an Addition of at leaſt an hundred and 
twenty fix Exciſe-Officers, beſides Warehouſe keepers. 
Conſidering the vaſt Numbers of Dealers in Tobacco 
and in Wine, I am very far from thinking that this 
Additional Number of Officers would have been ſuf- 
ficient ; but granting that it had; it is computed that 
there are in London fifty Importers of Tobacco, every 
one of whom has from one to ten Warehouſes at a 
Time: Allowing them then to have five Warehouſes 
each; and confidering that they muit be often in theſe 
Warehouſes, and that they or their Servants muſt 
ſometimes be in 72v0 or three at a Time, there could 

t have been allowed leſs than three Warehouſe- 

eepers to every Importer, ſo that there muſt have been 
at leaſt an hundred and fifty Exciſe Warehouſe - keep- 
ers in London: and if we allow but one third more 
for all the Out-ports, there muſt have been two hun- 
dred Wareheuſe-keepers in Great Britain for this Ar- 
ticle of Tohacco only: But as there is a much greater 
Number of Importers af Wine than. there are of To- 
bacco; and as Wine Merchants and their Coopers muſt 
be much oftner and longer at a Time in their Cellars, 
than the Tobacco Importers are in their Warehouſes, 
we may allow that the Number of Exciſe Warehouſe- 
keepers or Cellar keepers for Wine muſt have been 


double the Number ot thoſe allowed for Tobacco, that 
is 


— 
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is to ſay, four hundred, which, with the two hundred 
Warchouſe keepers allowed for Tobacco, and one hun- 
dred and twenty ſix Add tional Exciſemen, would 
have been an Addition of ſeven hundred and twenty 
fix ne Places and Preferments at the Diſpoſal of tho 
ee 3: 7 bluow 
Then as te the Pains and Pengslties at the ſole Dif. 
poſal of the Crown, that is to ſay, ſuch as the Crown 
might have diſpenſed with, in whole or in Part, eve 
Man muſt grant that the Power of the Crown would 
have been vaſtly exrended. I believe after peruſing 
the foregoing Bill and the Obſervations made thereup- 
an, it will be granted, that it would have always been 
in the Power of the Comm iſſieners of Exciſe to have 
ruined any Tobacco Dealer in England, or at leaſt to 
have made his Buſineſs fo uneaſy to him and fo dan- 
gerous, that he could not have carried it on with any 
Generale ; from whence we muſt conclude, that the 


nerality, we may ſay, every one of the 'Tobaceo 

lers in England muſt have been Slaves to the Ad- 
miniſtration, if ever the Powers granted by this Law 
ſhould have been turned towards making the Subjecte 
pliable to the Prime Miniſter, which we-have indeed 
no Reaſon to apprehend under his Majeſty's wiſe Go- 
vernment, but we do not know what might hereafter 
have happened; and it is certainly inconſiſtent: with 
our Conſtitution to create by one Law thirty thouſand 
Slaves for the Purpoſe of any future Adminiſtration 3; 
E fay thirty thouſand, for there are at leaſt that Num- 
ber of Dealers in Tobac:o in Ereat Brztarn, there 
| being above ten thouſand Parifhes, and conſidering the 
| vaſt Number of Tobacco Shops we ſee in every City, 
} Borough and Village in England, 1am ſure I do not ex- 
ceed in computing three Tobacco-S hops in every Pariſh 5 
and the creating of ſuch Slaves is of the more dange- 
tous Conſequence to our Conſtitution, becauſe that moſt 
of them are Voters for Members of Parliament. 
 Confider the Power that is already veſted in the 
Crown. Confider the Power thit inſtigated that un- 
fortunate Prince Sp Jamer I. to form a Scheme 
for overturning both the Liberties and Religion of this 
Nation at once. Happy was it for us that he was a Bi- 
t. Happy was it for us that he joined he ro toge- 
mer; for if he bad declared himſelf 4 Proteſtant, and 


left Religion out of the Queſtion,” his Plot _ _ 
| 5 Liber- 


| 
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\Libetties might have been fatally ſacceſiful 5 yet the 
hole publick Revenue in bis Tine did not amount 
to above one third of what it at preſent amounts te. 

And as to Places and Preferments, the Number of OF. 
fiters both in the Cuſtoms and Exciſe, were then far 
Mort of the Number they now conſiſt of. Beſides we 
had then no great Army eſtabliſhed by Law, nor any 
Half pay Officers. We had no Garriſons at Gibraltar 
or Port mahon, nor half the Number or Value of Pla, 
ces to be diſpoſed of in the Weſt-Tudies, And as'to 
Pains and Penalties at the ſole Dif] of the Crown, 
I only deſire my Readers to peruſe the Statutes relat- 
ing to the collecting of the Revenue, made ſince the 
Revolution, and reflect that a Pain, Penalty, or For- 
feicure which a Prime Miniſter may proſecute for, or 
- diſpenſe with as he pleaſes, is juſt as effectnal for ſe- 
curing the Obedzence of the unfortunate Perſon ſubject 
thereto, as if the Publick were to allow the Miniſter 
actually to give ſo much Money for ſecuring that Man's 
Vote and Jntereſt upon all Occaſions. I muſt tell you, 
Gentlemen, it is much more effectual; for a Man of 
Honour may be engaged by the Favour of a Noli Pro. 
equi, a Pardon, ora Mitigation; but no Man of Ho- 
nour will accept of a downright Bribe in ready A- 


ney. | 
I have ſo good an Opinion of my Countrymen, that 
I believe even this Bill's paſſing into « Law, would 
not in Time to come have made the Government aþ- 
. folutely certain of excluding all troubleſome Members 
from the Houſe of Commons; but the. Crown being 
once ſecured of having always a Majority in that 
Houſe, if an Ambitious and artful. Prince had ever 
come. to mount the Throne, he -might. eafily have got 
two or three more ſuch Bills paſſed, which would have 
ſecured him and his Succeſſors for ever, againſt hav- 
ing any one Man in the Houſe of Commons, who durſt 
find the leaſt Fault with any Part of his Conduct. 
The ſubjecting of Sugar to the Laws of Exciſe was, it 
is ſaid, under Conſideration among ſome Men, even 
when this Scheme was conceived, and was then put off, 
only becauſe it was deemed to be too much at once 3 
but the ſubjecting of this Commodity, and every Com- 
modity for which there are now any Cuſtoms paid, to 
ſuch Laws, would ſoon have been n certain 
quence of the Succeſi of the late Bill: And _ 
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bad been found not to be ſufficient! for making the 


Prime Miniſter in future Reigns 23 ſo eaſy; we 
may conclude that the ſame ſort of Genius wh ich ro- 


Jected this Tobacco Bill, in order to prevent the Frauds © 


in the Tobacco Trade, would ſoon have found out that 
there were a great many Frauds committed inthe Ex- 
ciſe upon Ale and Beer, and that therefore it was ne- 
ceſſary to ſubject Beer, Ale, Cyder, Sc to * are -· 
Houſeing Permits, and the Viſitation of Officers, even 
with reſpect to every private Houſe that took in above 
fix Gallons of ſmall Beer at a Time. By this Me- 
thod every private Houſe in England would have been 
ſubjected to a Viſitation from the Officers of ' Exciſe, 
even without an Affidavit or Conſtable ; and all Ranks 
of People in England would have been ſubjected to 
the Pains, the Penalties, and the Laws of Exciſe. 
Such a Government as this we muſt ſuppoſe to be al- 
7 in want of Money, and hunting after new Ways 
Means; and as our Parliaments would alwayshave 
been ready to have Conſented to whatever was propoſed 
by thoſe in the Adminiſtration; we may ſuppoſe that 
the ſame Spirit, which of two Taxes always chuſes that 
which maintains the greateſt Number of Officers, and 
coſts the Publick moſt in collecting, the ſame ſort of 
Neceſſity which has already Taxed that with which we 
ſeaſon both our Bread and our Meat, would then have 
taxed both our Bread and our Meat. And we may 
depend on it, that all new Taxes in ſuch a Caſe would 


have been laid on by way of Inland-Duty, Then 


ſhould we have ſeen the Exciſeman 7rowlzng over the 
Fields of the Farmer, to take an Account of what- fat 
Cattle, Sheep, or Hogs he had fit for the Market; 


entering into his Barns and his Granaries to take an 
Account of what was there lodged, and taking: the 


Griage of his Stacks of Corn and his Ricks ot Hay. 
Then ſhould we have ſeen the Farmer running to one 
Permit-Office for Permits to carry his fat Cattle, his 
Sheep or his Hogs to Market; his Wife running to a- 


nother Offce, for Permits to carry her Butter, her Eggs, 


or her Poultry to Market, and his Servant perhaps ſent 
to a Third for a Permit to carry ſo much Hay or Oats 
to a Cuſtomer in Town. 


Theſe, my Countrymer, would in ſome future Reign | 


have been the certain Conſequences, if the late Exciſe 


Scheme had been agreed to. And therefore | may 


juſtly 
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"ay fay ; Happy was it for you that it was ptopoſed 

1 t Reign 0881 Good and Wiſe King, who never will 

chüntenance ſuch Schemes, nor lend rhe Aid of Royal 
Power towards making them ſucceſo/ul. Happy was 
it for you, that it happened to be brought in towards Th 
End a Septennial Parlfament ; happy was it for you, 
that there was at that Time a Sett of ſo worthy Ma- 
giſtrates, more particularly ſo worthy a Lord Mayor 
at the Head of the Affairs of the City of London; 
Happy was it for you that there were many brave Men 
among our Noblet; for notwith ſtanding all your Re- 
Famer, was this Scheme, this Plan of Arbitrary 


ower, was ſeveral Times approved of by a Majority 

of your Repreſentatives. Far be it from me to accuſe 
fuch a Body of Men of downright Perfidy. But I muſt 

ſay, that whoever viewed it in the Light I do, and yet 

- voted in Favour of it for ſome Selfiſh End, was a Be- 
trayer of Mankind, a ZBerrayer of his Country, and a 

Berrayer of thoſe who had put their Truſt in him. 

Such, if any ſuch there were, do, I hope by this Time 

heartily Repent. And I hope that all thoſe who were 

really imioſed on, will be more cautious in Time to 

come; and that by their Conduct in next Seſſion of 

Parliament will attone for this Miſtake: For unleſs 

they then ſhew ſome very evident Signs of Repen- 

tance or Amendment, they cannot expect that heir 


Countrymen will again entruſt them with the Guar- 


dianſhip of the n of the People: Even they 
themſelves muſt in their Conſciences be convinced, that 
the putting ſuch a Zruſt in them again is wrong, and 
that whoever contributes thereto is a moſt aliect Slave, 
and a moſt * Berrayer of his Country. 
Thank God, the Contriver of this Scheme, whoe- 
ver he may be, has been ſo far diſappointed, that I hope 
it will do us a Service; 1 hope it will awaken that 
aucient Spirit which has always been the Guardian 
of our Liberties ; for to me it really ſeems as if the 
Genius of England had been ſo much tired with the 
Fatigue of Reſtoring and Eftabliſhing our Liberties by 
he late Glorious Revolution, that he ſoon after fell 4 
ee | hope he is rouſed again. I hope my Readers 
are all convinced, that from henceforth every 4daition 
of Power to the Crown, will be a Step towards giving up 
the Libertics of the People; and that therefore in all 
future Election the People will be aware of truſting too 
much to thoſe who ure 4 to be too Com plaiſant 1 tho 
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Crown; which all thoſe generally will be, whe are 
employed in, or depending upon, the Adminiſtration. 
The proper End of Parliaments is to be a Check upon our 
Miniſters of State, and that Eud muſt be deſtroyed, if 
the Majority of the Members be always ſuch as are 
entirely dependent upon them. If this Nation ſhould 
ever unfortunately happen to be in ſuch a ondition, 
we may then expect to ſee ſham Iuguiries yearly ſet 
up, and both Houſes of Parliament declaring them- 
ſelves fully ſati ed with Accounts which no Man in 
a private Capacity could pretend to underſtand. 2h 
hope, I ſhall never hear more of Wh:g or Tory, of 
High- Church or Low-Church in this Kingdom: I 
hope that none of us who pretend to be Chriſtians, will 
ever have ſo little Charity towards one another; 
and that all Men will put Religion out of the Que- 
ſtion, when the Zzberrzes of the Country come to be 
in Diſpute. From the: Nature of our Conſtitution we 
may moſt naturally infer, that in all future Times 
ſome Miniſters of State will be now and then graſping 
at more Power than they ought to have. This has al- 
ways been the Caſe in all limiteti Monarchies ; and 
therefore in all ſych Governments no other Party ought 
ever to be heard of, no Manner of Diſtinction ought 
ever to be introduced, but that of the Court and Coun- 
try Party; and all thoſe who ſhall ever be of Opinion 
that the Court is form ing Defigns againſt the Liberties of 
their Country, ought to rank themſelves with the Coun- 
try Party, let their Way of thinking as to Religion be what 
it will; more eſpecially thoſe who happen to be of aReli- 
gion different from that eftabliſhed by Law; for Per- 
ſecut ion is a neceſſary Conſequence of arbitrary Power. 
I think I have now ſaid enough to convince every 
Man, that the late Exciſe Scheme was not a very good 
One; and hope I have ſaid enough to direct all honeſt 
Men how to act, ſo as to prevent any ſuch Schemes from 
being ever offered hereaſter; and here, I ſhall only 
add, that as you now behave, ſo ſhall it be unto you, 
and unto thoſe that come after you. If you follow the 
Example of your Forefathers, your Poſte rity will bleſs 
ou. If you do otherwiſe, your lateſt Poſterity will 
2666 Reaſan to curſe you, and all future Generations 
will ſurely look with Indignation and Contempt upon 
all who were the Repreſentatzves of the great Families 
in Britain in Une thouſand ſeven hundred and 
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